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IL will bc as welI, before giving Sir James

Araricn ccont-ofYeo's official account, to
tAedescen ontweof make afew observations

on the American version
of the descent on Oswcgo. It is wvorthy of re-
miark, that Gen. Drumuîond distit.etly states,
that the vessels anehored nt long gun shiot of
the batteries, and that the reconnoisance of
Uhc morning wus only intendcd as a feint to
enable him to diseover where, the enemnies'
batteries *were, îand whiat -was tlheir force;
this efi'eeted, Sir James Yeo w-ould thoen be
enabled, on the withidraival of his gun-bonts,
to place lus vessels in the miost conmnnding
situations. This relireinent of the gun-
boats, hiowever, appears to have affordcd
General Armustrong and others an opporttu-
nity of palliating the defeat, by cliingi a
sort of vietory on the first day. The General
says, "The larger vessels took a position for
battering the fort, and soon after, opened
uipon it a heavy fire; whvlile fifteen boats,
croîwdcd îwitk ùýfan1&y, moyed slo-wly to the
shore. *When arrived ivithin the range of
iMitehell's* shot, a fire upon theni was coin-

*Tl.,o Commander at Oswego.
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nr.enced, ivhich in a few ra nutes compelloëd
theni to, withdraw. &. second attempt, made
in the saine way, was not more successfuli;
wlîen ships, boats, and troops retircd en
masse, and stood out of the harbour.>

It will be seten by this extraet, tliat tlie
ships were, not within reneli of' the American
guns, why then did General Armstrong
omit to mention the cause whichi conîpelled
the British vessels to wvithdraw ? and why
dees lie contradict himself by leaving it to
bc inferred, that Uhc withdrawaI. was oce%-
sioned by the lire, and should therefore bo
considered in the light of a repulse.

Again, too, the Gencral states that, onth
occasion of the second landing, Ilevery foot
of groune. was well contested with the hcad
of the Britishi colurin, for hiaif an hour, nfter
whi lî no farther annoyance was given to the
retreat, whicli was effccted withi coiness and
courage.>'t

\Ve do not exaetiy understand how the
Gonera]l coula have been s0 rashý as to claim
for the defendants at Oswego cither coolness
or courage, when one of the American
offleers, -ivho was in the action, in a letter
dated " «Oswego Falls,"1 writes thus :-"l The
militia thought best to Icave us, 1 do not
tldnk thecy fired a gun." James mentions
this sanie letter, -which lie spenlis of as
havibog been pubIi8hed in the newspapers of
the day.

Anothier eircumstance, whicli oeeurred
that same afternoon, afforded alsogreat cause


