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CHAPTER XVIII. CONTINUED.

It will be as well, before giving Sir James
Yeo’s official account, to
make a few observations
on the American version
of the descent on Oswego. It is worthy of re-
mark, that Gen. Drummond disticetly states,
that the vessels anchored at long gun shot of
the batteries, and that the reconnoisance of
the morning was only intended as a feint to
enable him to discover where the enemies’
batteries were, and what was their fovce;
this effected, Sir James Yeo would then be
enabled, on the withdrawal of his gun-boats,
to place his vessels in the most commanding
situntions.  This retirement of the gun-
boats, however, appears to have aforded
General Armstrong and others an opportu-
nity of palliating the defeat, by claiming a
sort of vietory on the first day. The General
says, ““ The larger vessels took a position for
battering the fort, and soon after, opened
upon it & heavy fire; while fifteen boats,
crowded with infaniry, moved slowly to the
shore. When arrived within the range of
Mitchell’s* shot, a fire upon them was com-

Anerican Accounte of
the descent on Oswego.
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menced, which in a few m nutes compelled
them to withdraw. A sccond attempt, made
in the same way, was not more successful;
when ships, boats, and troops retired en
masse, and stood out of the harbour.”

It will be seen by this extract, that the
ships were not within reach of the American
gung, why then did General Armstrong
omit to mention the cause which compelled
the British vessels to withdraw? and why
docs he contradict himself by leaving it to
be inferred, that the withdrawal was ocea-
sioned by the fire, and should therefore be
considered in the light of a repulse.

Again, too, the General states that, on the
occasion of the second landing, *every foot _
of ground was well contested with the head
of the British colunin, for half an hour, after
which no farther annoyance was given to the
retreat, which was effected with coolness and
courage.”

We do not exactly understand how the
General could have been so rash as to claim
for the defendants at Oswego either coolness
or courage, when one of the American
officers, who was in the action, in a letter
dated ““Oswego Falls,” writes thus:—“The
militia thought best to leave us, I do not
think they fired a gun”’ James mentions
this same letter, which he speaks of as
having been published in the newspapers of
the day.

Another circumstance, which occurred
that same afternoon, afforded alsogroat cause



