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fi HER1,E are crises in the
Sworld's history wlien

1t1he minds of mn
~ I ~secmn but to await thie

~L *jt~*~ fallrng of a spark to
break out into a fear-

A fui exlosion.» That
suchacrisis %wasreachced

at the timie of the reli-,ious niovement of
the XVI century, and that the revoîntion
wliicli followed and spread so rapidly %vis
the effect of vicions principles, itself a
sedition, and tiot a legitiniiate reformi
capable of correcting existina abuses ini
the Çhiurch., it is the attempt of this bricf
sumimary to show.

There are four principal accounts of
this niovemient. By Protestants the so-
callcd reforiation is considered the birthi-
day of liberty of tiloughit and conscience,
the bursting of the bonds of "sup)erstition»i
and thraldomn of the niind for untranieileci
liberty of thougliît and inidepenidence of
privahe j udgenient. Amion- Çatholics
sonie assign as ias. cause the disapp)oint-
mient of Luthecr ii the iatter of indulgences
and bis spiteful rebellion iii consequience,
aggpr,évated by tlic refusai of thie Polie ho
recognize Henry VIIIFs divorce. Otiiers
makec thiese only the otcasioni, proposingas
anmore patent cause thiegeneral repugnance
to spiritual autlîority and a spirit of
independence of at Ieast two centuries
growth. Thec otlier contingent, of whlich
D)r. Brownson is the chief exponent,
allowing the efficiency of the causes
nientioned, lay more stress upon thle
odiousness to Gernian nations of sub)-
mission to et foreigtn authority so Romianic
as Ille Church theèn mias. The Protestan!
view we disprove, on the grounds t1hat it
-%as flot the risc of liber/y, but liezse, a
freedom rcstilting iii slavery more abject
byfa-rthansubiiission tothie restraintot law-
fui authority, witlîout wliich society could
flot exist. 0f the three views held b>'
Catholies, tlle last nîost necarly covers the
ground, as it coniprehiends the otherfi and
adds a third cause whicbi must hiave played
an important part in producing the con-
ditions fiavorable for Ille inception of the

miovenient. A nionmentary event, sncb as
Lutlîer's; matter of indulgences or 1-lenry's
divorce could not have broughit on such
convulsions iii European Society, whose
systei %vas supp)orted by the traditions of
so niany centuries, lîad there not been a
disposition of poliular feeling favorable
for its rel)ption ; and we shahl sec that
these events wce ', but spark-s falling upon
miateriailsa-l ready disp)osed for comibustion."

About the beginning of the XIV
century, E urope wvas a spiritual conimmn-
wealth of nations witli a single hecad;
an ent ire continent emibracing many
separate powerb, ail, reverenicinig and
obeying as sovereign, the successor of
Peter "the dep)ository and interpreter of

;Christian lav.» Th'le nations of Christianity
were the mcmibc'rs; of one hiead, and hield
conon principles ; thecy aIl obeycd the
Çhurch, whichi %vas their conscience, and
hield the saine standards of riglit and

wrn. And althou-h this; sovereipnty
hiad suffered miany sevec shiock,, it ha-d
thns far triumphied, for mien wvere yet
Christians at lieart and recognized the
voice of God in the voice of Ille Çhinrch
indifferentismi liad not yet cffected tuie
separation of religion froi cvetry-day
realities.

Thiis order of thingls is soon to end.
The spiritual dominion hieretofore voluin-
tarily obeyed by the nations begins to lie
replaced by mater-al force, developing
into the modern systeni of balance of
poiwer. A spirit of independence arises
amnong thicprinices,adesireof independence
whichi docs tiot brook restraint. We will
endeavor to suni up in the fewest possible
words the causes of it.

111 tle first place the ties 'vere
immnoral ; licentiousness %%as beconming
rifé and tlîe natural repugniance ho
authority irn a prince aîready powerful
wouîd urge himi to reject the only authority
whicl' stood between Iiiim and the
gratification of his passions. Again, the
papal powcr in consequence of its wide
radiation had bishinps or legates nt every
court who werc often the subject of large
benefices inaking thern temporal princes

154


