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inclination, but as a patriotie duty. I n
opposition to the prevailing spirit of
niaterialism and utîlity we must raise fort-
resses of religion and science. Lt is
incalculable,the influence for good exerted
over us by those high standards. Once
we have become acquainted with themi it
is a difficult and painful task for us to
descend to the littie and the mean ; fromn
vines trailing along the ground and draw-
in- nourishiment froni the slime of the
earth, we become as mighty oaks that
"dally with the tenipest" and whose lofty
top)s are vivified by the purest winds of
Heaven. Under the influence of those
ideals our condition is like to that of the
poet-priest in the Valley of Silence, wvhich
hie thuis beautifully describes when asked
ivhat he did in that valley

"AMar on the deep there are billows
That never shahi break on the beach;

Anti I have heird songs in the silence
That never shall flat into speech;

*And 1 have haid dreanis in that Valley
Too lofty for language to rcach,

And 1 have seen thoughts in the Valley
Ah meh i ny spirit -.vas stirrecl

*And they w~ear holy vcils on their inccs,
Their footsteps can scarccly Ie hecard;

Thicy pass through 1he VaUely like virgins,
Too pure for the touch ofn a ord.

Icome now to, consider the moral
condition of Canada, that is, to investigate
how truth is applied to the manners and
custonis of the people. There are three
g-reat refiectors of the nioralîty of a
countrv-the pulpit, the press, and poli-
tical parties. When in these three we
find sound moral principles preached and
practiced, little need be feared. Do the
utterances of those who fill our pulpits
betoken a heaithy moral state ? Apart
from the Christ-like doctrines of the
Catholic church what is there of the
Saviour's teaching in the %vords of those
conimissioned to preach peace and
Igood-will ? Il'Love one another-" is no
longer a precept. Is it strange that
the conimon enemy should say 1:If
these be your Chrisclans we want none of
them, or that the ranks of indifférence
and irreligion shouid teen, with recruits
fromi the best blood of Christianity?

Is the condition of the press satisfac-
tory? Examine the various papers -ind
ainswer. Freedomi of the press and of
speech are principles hield in theory and
in practice, so niuch so that no one is safe

froni attack nor any cause so sacred as to
be free from the ridicule of those wvho
direct the columns of our journals. The
innermost cir-cle of the family is invaded
and the most private affairs of individuals
paraded before the public gaze to be madle
the subject of common gossip. Crimies,
the most revolting and unnatural, are
described in the most attractive style, and
forni the subject of mental reflectiori for
many thousands. Thus has the press
becomne a vast engine for the propagation
of immoral principles. Public opinion is
the great god; virtue and vice, right and
iwrong, go according to the likes and
dislikes of public opinion. The people
want liberty and the press echoes their
cry. "'Give every ni a vote,»-whether
hie casts it for the good or evii of the
country is not to be considered. Tri-
umphant democracy is the shibboleth of
those penny sheets with whomn money and
popularity are the only objects. Take a
look at the free and lordly nature of this
demnocracy. In it the great charm is that
you can do what you like ; you have no
duty in the matter, you may go to war or
mnake peace as you like, and quite ir res-
pective of anyone else. How grandly
democracy puts ber foot on- ail our fine
theories of education; ."«AIl the nation a
ivorkshop" is her motto. How littie does
she care for the training of her statesmnen!1
The only qualification required is the pro-
fession of patriotism. Such is dernocracy
-a pleasingr, iawless, various sort of
government, distributing equality to equals
and unequals alike. People oft-timies
jump frorn the fear of slavery into slavery;
out of the smoke into the fire; for liberty,
when out of ail order and reason, is the
worst form of slavery. Democracy is but
a step removed fromn this forni of slavcry

The third refiector of morality is
political opinion. Are wve sale on this
respect? I think not. Politics has de-
generated into an unworthy struggle for
office, in which ail means are good, and
out of which the fittest seldom survive. It
îs no longer the science of good govern-
ment Each of the two great parties is
capable of no good in the eyes of its
opponent ; niutual condemnation is the
order of the day. The poor elector is
bothered comipletely and can scarce bc
expected to, cast an intelligent vote. Canm
this state of affairs last ? Eniphatically no.
I'Something is rotten in the state of Den-


