1¢6 McGILL FORTNIGHTLY

ockkY AT Mctirr, =The University which
encourages study  to the exclusion of
o all physical exercige is not fulfilling in
the best and most complete manner the prim-
ary object for which it is founded.  The really
successful student, or at least the man who has
the best chauce to become such a one, is not he
who remains glued to his reading-table, but he
who diversities his studies with a judicious and
reasonable exercise, thereby ereating within him-
self a greater zest for future application. 1t
used to be said of this great University that there
was too little encouragement given {o sports,
and this was considered as one of the principal
causes of her carly backwardness, Dut this has
been changed to a certain extent, and though th's
volte-face is slow, yet it has had sufficient time ¢
show that one branch of athletics is favored to
the detriment of another far more pupular and
far more beneficial.  We refer in the first case to
Football, in the second case to Haockey.

We have heard a great deal lately of the lack
of University spirit in this University: but the
cfforts which are at present being made to cs-
tablish and foster it wonld succeed in a much
more permanent and decisive way if directed to-
wards creating unity in athletics.  Comumen in-
terest in sports will create a common interest in
thie University, as has been proved in innumer-
able instances in Fngland and the United States.

But in McGill, this is impossible under the
present unfair conditions.  JTockey, the premier
Canadian sport, and one in which more interest
is evinced than in any other, has heen subjeetead
to the irresponsible whims and faucies of the
Foothall Club. This last-named Club never al-
lows a session to pass without sending the hay
around in the different faculties for charitable
contributions, The TTockey Club, an the otlir
hand, can truly say it has always heen independ-
ent of any alms. and what tickets are so sold are
bought by Undergraduates of their own frec
will, men who take a personal interest in the
game, aned who know that merit i the game wiil
win the day and not the influeace of a clique,

The Iockey Club has heavy expenses (f
course by the THockey Club T mean the Skating
Club too), expenses for heating, lighting and
wages, and vet it manages (o struggle along on
volantary contributions. $1350 from the Grouned<

Committee and the  good-will "of the Under-
graduates,

But independent and practically  sel{-support-
ing as itis, the Hockey Club has lately fallen into
unfortunate circumstanees, and MeGill, instead
of being ropresented on the ice by possibly the
strongest hockey team in the world, is reduceld
to Inter-Iacalty and Inter-Class matehes.  Fif-
forts, repeated efforts, have been made by the
Hockey Club to remedy its misfortune, and for
this end its attempts to {orm an Tnter-Collegiate
Canadian 1lockey League have met with failure,
and why? Becanse, instead of sending separate
delegates to Kingston on November 24th last,
it allowed itsedf to be corrailed by the Football
Clab - representatives, who, entrusted by the
Hockey Club o introduce the subject of Inter-
Collegiate Tlackey, were so overcome by their
sticcess in forming an Al Canada Inter-Colle-
giate Foothall Club with one other Club  that
they saw nothing Lot visions of big, fat Football

gates to the great detriment of the Fockey Club,

Fmay venture the statement that sueh a Foot-
ball T.eague cannot exist in Canada with  any
hopes of success when two such Leagues as those
oi Ontario and Quebee bave shown themselves
so signally capable up to the present momens.
But T am cqually certain that a Hockey team
such as MeGill can turn out, a Hockey team
vithout a peer would do more for MeGill in one
seanon than her precious Football Club has ever
done during the long vears of its hali-hearted
vxistenee,

The great majoity of the Undergraduates pre-
ivr Hockey 1o Foathall, not only because, first,
in Tockey merit wins the place. but more espe-
cindly for the total absence of those dangerous
and disagreeable features which are already com-
wencing (o bring Football into diseredit.

Let MeGill prefer the Foothall Club; i she
likes an cmpty trophy case her preference will
make her one with a vengeance. Dut if, on the
other hand, she would foster a game healthier
far than iy other, i she wonld enconrage that
csprit=de corps, the absence of which  she laments
so much, let her turn her efforts to support and
back up Haockey, the game which is the most
popular with the Undergraduates, the  game
which is the most traly aboriginal, patriotic anid
unachian, X




