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\ changes hav ocurd inour
Lin t6th and 1ith conturis  variations first,
| then eha Ihis is what s ment by
{ o Phen great chang took place inthe hole
unut, so Lo speak, of our vowel sounds™
Don p. 104 Twil he necesary to consider
chanees in ‘the hole gamut’ which weliope
10 do in time, Meantime, aned as Thustean,
et us consider gL close ¢ tip-protradet:
In Shakspere’s time (died 16516y, what
is now g (= yu. REUARRIIEER N ntnne)
was  pronounced as k. Then the vowel
Sweaknd, prohably thea open . to conson-
cant g, and is now perhaps about 1o vinish
altogether. Coneurentiy. lip-protra‘n, at
4 but a modifier, has developt into the
wrent labial vowel w, or close . These
wor the stages probhablys ki, {ren. tEun,
tinn, tiun, tun, tan now the prevailing
pronunciation, tho sdown east™, in New
“Ene., they hav reachy tuin. sSupertor fet-
Cers ar used to denote rather feehier sounds
than iz denoted by same leters of Tul size.
Tt shud not e suposed that the steps wer
Lone after another like weting up stairs:
sovoral wer coneurent, At present, awe hav
tyun, or trun, but Wehster apears to favor
tun, the editor of Japseal Amer, Orthopiy,
who livs in New Jersey. (where did he 1iv
171 aged 257) says tEun, while the New
Englander (tho educated) eomes out with
“qun to rime with woen. An interesting
. question arises: Did these variations rvise
in America hy nataral proces as in Britan,
“or wer they imported with the Pilgrim
'Fathers in 1620 and suceeeding bands of
Cimigrants?

At first sight, change Trom 12 1o Tapears
farfoteht.  1ts ocurenee is undouted tho.
Both ar close sounds: close uisclose
e mo change is requisit in opennes or in
_closenes of mouth, that is. in position of

jaws simpl lengthening of voeal tube is
Fneeded, with chang vin piteh from hig
1o low . Protruding lips Jengthen a ditl,
{ then in position for any lahialized vowel,
b as nsounds ar g s ercelenee, aswe hav said.
i p. 137, and when breth is voealized and of
low pitch we hav™ Then v grows to 1,
¥ sinks to ¥, and may vanish ultimatly.
VORT continned.)

—Spetling is the title of s new quarterly
ablisht by Library Bureau, 32 Hawley
1. Boston, Mass., at $1a year. We wel-
ome it to our exchanue list, and, as a co-
corker, hope it wil hav abundant succes,
ke our pages, it is sdevoted to Simplifi-
ation of Speling” eiving views held and
wromulgated by the Jineuistic wing of
pose favoring ‘\mendment of Sp. 1t is,
o0, matinly ina dey oo of amendment ke
what we use. i i
¢h, sh, th= by dh=0.
ants ar used: with 8 vowel signs (@ . e,
0, 0, 1, V). which, hy markof quent iy, i
poring diferences of quelity, over any of
the S, (as, O, U, w) giv 16 distine’s of sound.
It is wel to hav light from alt quarters
our own pages 1on which,asin
i asembly, evry
his views,  Between whitt we quote and
what others and we sy, evey point is wel
dizeust. 1t is wisht that Spelling wil do
likewise, steering elear of e eathedra dog-
matisi, and ever redy to wiv a reason for
the truth that is in it. Ther is room enuf
in this hroad fiekl for all workers in broad
Tiberal spirit. - Our folo-worker may vest
catisfied that it wil not et the suport it
desorvs, The Tatest number just to hand
is daterd Dec,, 1887
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PRONUNCIATION.
(Contdrened Jrom pege
Altho E: is not in standard Eng, as now
spoken, it wis once in our speech, as itstil
is in parts of British Nes. Thus, M Jones
tels us (p. 10, top) that s\Welsh o is dili-
cult 1o distinguish from Eng <. Welsh
u, we venture o think. is ¢ {1, sounded
i, as i Volaplik (vo la pzk). The sound
however wis curent formerly, as in Shak-
pere’s line:
“Muling and

x puking in the nurse’s arms"
which in his day was pronounced:
mizling and prking in the niirsez armyz
hut which is now:

mrilingand priiking in the nursez armz.
Theseold forms ar herd stil in some rustic
dialects, as Tennyson's aXNorthern Farm-
o, who manifestly says nuirs insted of
nurs. By the lips, great variations and
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