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1beartsease.
Ascensiontide.

"1 pray thee let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

Such was the petition addressed to the Prophet Elijah by his
faithful follower before lie was taken up to Heaven by the fiery
chariot of the Lord, and we, the followers of Ilim Whose glorious
Ascension we now celebrate, as wc joi with His wvliole Church
in carnest prayer for the fuller outpouring of lis loly Spirit, may
w\e not do well to pondf(er the answer given to a like request ·by tie
prophet of old?

"rhou hast asked a hard tliinig"-so the olden answer runs.
To us are given by our 3lessed Lord limnself the most glorious
pronises. but in the condition attaclied *to Elijah's answer surely
tiere is nuch of dee;er nmcaninmg for us: "Nevertlieless, if thou
sec Me when i amn taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if
not. it shall not be so."

Standing on the Mount of Ascension, gazing upwards unto the
clear lue sky, or returning to our homes to fulfil our daily duty,
wvaiting for the Promise of the Father in the iidst of appointed
services of prayer and praise, as the longing cry goes up hialf-un-
consciously, "We wvould see Jesus," do we iever hear in solenmn
wariiig the voice of His great Forerunner, "'There standeth One
anong you Whon ye know not"?

Ve never know what we miss by our bl-indness and ignorance
when our Lord still cones to Iis Own, and His Own receive Him
lot. \Ve learn from our Lord's Own words that even the Riglht-

eous who have iinistered to Him will say in amazement at the
Last Day, "Lord, wlien saw we Thee?" Though He, "Jesus Christ,
the Saie yesterday, to-day and for ever," dwells always with us,
hidden in the lives of those arouind us. It may be that "whien we
shall see Him there is no beauty that we should desire Iimu," for
no eyes but those of the pure in heart may see "the King in His
Beauty."

We nay. unknowingly, sec Him first in those living and work-
ing all around us in the humblest ways, and may not recognize
lim any more than she did, who was t-ie first to see Hiim on lis

Resurrection morning, when she "supposed Hin to be the Gar-
deier."

Or it mnay be that Ie "appears in another Forn," and our
eves are holden that we do not know Him," wien we meet Him

.in somneoie who travels with us on our homeward way, and niakes
our liearts burn within us, as they open to us the Scriptures by
their teaching and examnple.

We nay see -lim in those to whom we render unquestioning
obedience, and "know iot that it is Jesus" until the manifold re-
sulting blessings begin to waken the dim perception, "It is the
Lord."

We nmay see Him again in one living near us upon whose fea-
tures has been impressed by years of wearing pain the "Image of


