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THE TRADE REVIEW.

THE EXPENSE OF LIVING!

FIVHERE is no circumstanco which exercisos 4 moro

important influence on the progree~ and prosper,
ity of a country, than the exnense o Hiving. Nations
in which living iz expensive, may Le attractive to tho
rich, but they are not to the great mass of mantiud,
who necessarily occupy a humbler position. These
classes naturally turn thir eyes towards lands where
thoy can supply tiio wants of their families at less
expengo, aud whero they can accummlate something
for thetr support wlien old age draws near. It is grati.
fying to know that Canada now takes the foremost
rank in this respect on this continent; in fuct, we be-
hieve thero {3 no country of equal adeautages in the
world, whero o family can live =0 comfortably at so
moderate n cost.  This circunistance must have an
important cffeet upon our futuro prospenity. It ren.
ders Canada tho most desirable home, cither for the
poor man, or thoso in moderate circumstances; and
wao may theretore reasonably expeet, in future, a
largor share of hinmigration o our shores,

If we compare the cost of living in Canada with what
it is in Great Britain, or even in the United States,
there will bo found a great diherence in our favour.
Few Canadians have any idea iow much it would take
them to live in England, Seotland, or Ireland, in the
same style they do here.  To rent a good houso with a
fow acres of ground, kecp a few horses and cows, and
live comfortably, does not cost 80 very much in Cana-
da: but it becomes quite a <crious matter fn the “2ea-
girt isle,” or, in fact, in almost any part of Western
Lurope. A gentleman recently from Scotland has
furnished the following statement tosh. - tho contrast
between the prices of provisione, &c¢ , there and here
In Canada the average prico of bacon is Tic, in Scot-
Iand 16c 3 Leef, 10¢ against 17c. to 20c ; butter, 15¢
against 24¢.; fowls, 121¢. against 40¢. ; geese, 40c. against
21; turkeys, 81 against €2; apples, lic, perlb , against
£¢ 3 ogas, 15¢. against 40c:; with potatoes, Tegetables,
bread and some other articles about half price.  With
the cost of living at such rates as these, it islittle won-
der that go many Scoich fad their way to otherlands.

But if wo take the expense of living in the United
states, there will be found quite as great a contrast as
vetween Canada and the mother country,—in point of
act, we believe the cost of honse rent, of clothing aud
of provisions, ishigher in the Repubtic than in cither.
smce the mddle of last century, it hasbeen the stand.
ing boast of the people of the United States, that it was
the poor man's home, that he could there get higher
wages and live at less expense, than in any other part
of the globe. This boast caunot be made with truth
any longer. Y¥our years of war have changed all this,
The immense inflation of their currency—combined
with wild specnlation—has sent up the price of all
commodities to ruinous prices. It may be urged that
this inflation has also fncreased the rate of wages,
This is true, but it has not increised wages nearly so
much as the price of living, and concequently we find
that many finnilies who formerly were in comfortable
circumstances, now find it very diflicult to make both
cnds meet. In New York City, rents of stores and
residences have gone up as much as 500 and, in some
particular cases, as high as 1000 per cent. in two or
three years! Wo recently saw a lst showing the in.
erease of rent on ceriain business stands in New York.
Among them was au fncrease on a store from SS9 to
€10,000 in two years; on another, from £10,000 to £39,-
000; on aunother, from £13,000 to £59,000; and on a
tourth, from §1,106 to €11,000* In like manner has it
been with dwellings; in many cases the rents doubled
from 1865 to 1S66. In other parts of the Union the
increase may not have been so enormous as in Gotham,
But tho cost of housce rents all over the Usion has
becomo very high.  As regards clothing and pro-
visions—nccessaries to every family—the increase bas
been following hard after real estate.  Clothing, in
particalar, has run up to fabulous pﬂces the cvil heing
aggravated by an cxcessive Protective tariff, which
makes the people pay two or three prices for almost
every article they put on their backs  One of the prin.
cipal Judges in New Yerk recently swore in open
Court that the purchasing power of $4,000 was greater
a few years ago than 10,000 now! Nor is thisto be
wondered at, wlien £39 and €60 are asked for a coat
$20 to 823 fora-pair of pants, $20 for a pair of boots;
when ¢very pound of beef costs from 23¢. o 35¢ , mut-
ton, 20¢ to {c, butier 3ic. to 40c., and other neces.
saries of hougc-keeping can only be attained at similar
cxtravagant rates. If we wero to go throagh the on-
tire list of those articles which come under the head of

the great advantago which Canada now has over the
United States as regards tho expense of living, would
be quite as apparent as in the particular articles wo
have specified,

‘The moderate cost of Jiving in Canada must pro-
duco beneficial reaults,  Already not & few American
families have como to reside among us, aud all along
the frontiers, it is reported that we may scon expect
many others, who find it almost impossible to pay
their way on the other side of tho Jines. 1f properly
set before intending cinigrants by our Minister of Ag-
riculture, this fact must give Canada a larger share of
setttors  The cost of living is & mattor of vitalimport.
ance to every emigrant, and it should bo widely circu.
Inted, that Canada now offera greater inducements in
this respect than any other part of this continent, Our
Legislators should also take caro that we retain this
importaut pre-cmmence.  Qur commicrcial polley
should be sach as will render Canada still more desire-
able and attractive as a placo to reside in.  This could
Ve accomplished without loss of revenue to the Gove
ernment, for wo belteve that a decreaso of the duties
on the necessavies of life wonld be more than made up
by the increased consumption, By pursuing this wise
course, Canada must goon prove more attractive to
settlers than she has over been before.

‘The moderate eapenso of liying, should also mako
our population more satisfied and contented. The ad-
vantages of Canada to tho mechanic and labourer are
now not surpassed. Al classes can, at present, secure
good wages, and they can live for about one-half what
it costs on the other sido of the lakes, Those who
have gone of lato to the United States fiud they can do
better at home. Under these circumstances, alt but
those who may be described as rolling stones, will be
satisfied with Canada, and look with hopeto tho great
future whicl i3 opening up before us.

DEVELOP MANUFACTURES,
CAST BUILDINGS, HARDWARE, &C.

OR the manufacturc of many of the goods included

{ under this captivn, and which are so extensively
made on the other side, there are cortainly uow good
openmings It is well known that where it is possiblo
to employ cast-iron in the manufacture of hardseare,
the American does it, and where its use iseven doubt-
ful ho " takes the benelit of the doubt.” Ietter-look-
ing and certainly much clhieaper articles are thus pro.
duccd which, on this nccount, cnsure a ready saleboth
at home and abroad This class of gouds has, like
many others in the States, advanced in priée nearly
onchundred per cent.  For instance in locks, take that
commonly known as the < Western ” which could once
be laid down for S2 10 per dozen, but now costs about
&4 10, Our annual consumption of different grades of
Americ:m locks i3 fully forty thowsand The great

lation of thist i3 duo to its sinpli-
cn) {0 the fact that any variety of articles may beo
manufactured without entailling more additional ex-
pense than is proportional to their weight, and to the
smatl amount of machinery required. 7The articles
which may bo made are very numerous; but for the
manipulation of all ordinary work small upright belt
drills (in number according to tho amount of work
turned out), a punching machine, a small lathe, and
of conrse a fanner (to fuse the metal) are all tho requi.
sites. Finer work nccessitates the use of moro ma-
chines, but in this our wm is ouly to give goneral
ideas.

A firm began the manufacture of focks, &c., in tho
Kingston YIcnitentiary, about a year ago; but the
bueiness is now carried on by the surcties, on a much
reduced scale {not from a want of demand).*

MALLEABLE IRON —~Tnis, in American phrascology,
i3 not that kind which is commonly known in Great
Britain and here, and termed also wrought iron; but
is cast iron rendered by a certain process not literally
malleable, yet having the property of incurvation. It
might with moro congistency be called annealed cast
iron. For an cndless variety of Jarge, smail and fancy
articles, that do not require the strength of wrought
iron, but which are subjected to strains which cast iron
would not endure, this process of anneahng is peeali-
arly adapted. From the fact of thelr being originally
cast, annealed goods are not on‘ly neater in appearanco
but are certainly very much cheaper.  Our first re-
mark with regard to the employment of cast fron by,

*We fntend, fn a future issue, to mako somo remarks
on the managcmcnt of our factorics, as well as on tho

the * necessanies of life, not to epeak of tho luxuries,

cemployment of convict as compared with freq labour.

Americans, s cqually applicable tothis. Harness and
carrlage trimmings, plough clevices, portions of agri-
cultural inplements, garden {ools, screw and common
wrenchics, shears, anath fixtures, ferules, mink, fox, and
beaver traps {particularly tho '« now house *’ pattern),
parts of ship’s rigging, give but a faint idea of the cx.
tended use of tho annealing process. ‘Tho making of
traps might be made a busiuess of 1teo)f. The process
neceseary to chango cast to malleablo fron which
might be carried on in coryunction with tho former,
although seemingly simple, yet requires considerable
attention and length of timoe to accomplish. The
method which is generally practiced in tha States fs
thuz: Tho common pig, reduced to a stato of fusion,
is submitted to o melting heat for sevoral hiours; thia
refines it somewhat.  ft is then, in the usual way, cast
futo such forms as may be determined on. After
miscasts have beon thrown out, the residuc aro placed
secure from tho alr, in the anuealing furnace, where
for n period varying from sfx to ten days thoy arc
night and day kept at 2 red heat. 1f the articles to be
auncaled aro large or it is desired to have thom of au
extra quailty, the fire Is kept up for nine or ten dayz
Smaller articles require from six to eight days. Most
aunealers pack with powdered hematite (peroxyde of
iron). The iron i3 changed by the loes of part of ite
carbon, through tho agency of the oxygen in the
hematite.

AN OTTAWA CRITIC,

N Ottawa paper has taken exception to our viows:
A respecting the time which should be granted on
rotail purchases in the country.

We have not spaco for controversial discussions, and
do not intend to enter on them. Inthiscase, however,
we will bestow & word or two on our eritic fu the way
of reply.

1. Farmers who manage wall have other sources to
roly on besides wheat; and in roply to tho question
“Does the reviewer suppose that a farmer having a
grain farm, has also a sheep farm, a grass farm, & stocl:
farm, and & dairy farm all in one?” we say, ho ought
to have, or rather he ought to divide his Jand so as to
embrace them all. Thesystem of having * grain farms”
has ruined half the land in Canada. Land requires
rotation of crops and vanety of culture; and ff there
is no such thing known on the Ottawa, it is high time
to introduce it.

2. Farmers who thus cultivato their land will have
money coming in from Juno till Christruas, or later
and the tima to render bills would correspond to the
natural divisions of tho vear, viz.: 30th June and 3]s
December.

3. The system of selling at a low price exclusively
for cash is already in operation in cortain country dis-
tricts in Western Canada, and farmers manago to find
tho money to patronize such stores.,

4 The assestion that people will not buy for credit
when they have monoey in their pockets is one of those
sayings which indicate suck uncommon simplicity,
that argument to the contrary would bo wasted. Did
our critic never hear of people who are * over head
and ears " in debt, and never pay till thoy are com*
pelled by law, who yet have always monoy in their
pockets for euch things as cannot ba got withiout i,
Such as travelling expenses, hotel bills, and the rest of
it.

Ogr contemporary isidissatisfied with tho circulation
and banking system of Canada.

Will ho allow us to ask him a question or tiwo fn
conclusion?

L Did ho evortry to got gold for any of thonotes now
circulating without his request being promptly
complied with?

2. Does he not know ‘that the Bank note circulation
of Great Britain has rcmalned neatly stauonary
for years back while her monetary transactions
have quadrupled’

3. Is he awarc of the fact that in the.centros of com-
ercinl nctivily, not one transaction in twventy 18
sottled by bank notes?

4 Ifa circulauon for whichA gold can be got any day
bea ™ shn.m,“ what is the dcﬂmtnon ‘of a sound
one? . -

As to recommending farmérs vot to buy imported
goads, and wearing what are manufactured here, 3213
precisely our own notion, provided. the homo article
is as cheap aud as good as tho other, But hels pn 0dd
sort of farmer’s frjend who would havo bim.give as
4 uch for a poor article as lie can getn good one for.



