
oftered it-This may have heen donc by the, ing up the burnt-offering-iod's answ'ers
priests at Satnuel's request. Thie genera! are flot delayed in the time of his peopie's need
opinion of comnientators, however, is that (Isa. 65: 24; Ps. 32:. 5; D)an. 9- 20, 21). The

amepefmdthscrfchiîefndPhilistines drew near to battie against
his doing so in violation of the strict letter of Israel, but the Lord thundered with a
the law which peymitted none to usurp this g reat iunder on that day upon- the

peui~function of the descendants of Aaron Philistines-lit. "Iwith a great voice."
s thu'.saexplained (Ley. i: ii; Nuin. 17: 7). Thunder ib the, voice of God (Ps. 29: 3, 4j 1
Fle offered this sacrifice, and others sulbse- Sain. 2: 10; 2 Sain. 22: 14, 15). And dis-
quently as the immediatoý miessenger of God. comfitedi them-The flebrew% word express.

Byvrue of his office as prophet he is invest- es the confusion of a sudden panic, and is
edi wîîtTh the right to supersede the degenerate ebpecia!ly used of supernatural defeats. Coi.
priests, and to assume their funictions. Tfhe patre E-,. 14:. 24; Joshua i0: 1o; JUdg. 4: 15;
ark was "1resting " at Kirjath-jearim and the 15: 20; 2 Sain. 22: 15. (Kirkpatrick). And
-anctuary at Shiloh had lost that which gave they were smitten before lsraet-r. V.
it its sanctity. Religiors affairs had reerted "Snitten down." The word is specially used

Î.to their primitive patriarchal simplicity anti of divine judgments. Sec ch. 4: 3, ici, where
the moral head o f the nation assumes the the saine word is used. The word "sinote"
leadership in religious functions. The divine in the next verse describes the blowvs given in
approval is shewn b y respo.îse to bis prayer. battie.
Compare the case of Eli «jah at Mount Carme! 11. And the men of lsrael went out of
(t Kings î8). For a burnit-offering Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines,
wholly unto the Lord--R. V. "a wbole and smpte them, until they camne under
burnt-oflering." 'O/ah (" burnt-offering"). Beth-car-(House ofja lamib). Probably on
means "1that which ascends " and bymboiiied borme cunimanding height overlooking.the road
devotion aon! consecration to God. Cha/il' tu l'hilistia. Its site ies unknown.

(woe)intensifled the signification, and 12. Then Samuel tQok a stone, and

shewed that ail was God's, and no part what- set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and
soever was reserved for the priest or the offerer. called the naine of it Ebenezer-(The
And thus thern Samnue!'s hurn't-offering meant stone of help).-The exact spot is unknown,
that the people gave theinselves unreservedly. but it wvas here that the Philistines gained
to Jebovah. (R. Payne Smith). (Roui. 12: their great *ViCtory 20 years before (ch. 4-: 1).

i.,And Samuel cried unto the Lord Other examples of memoria! stones will be
for Israel, and the Lord heard him-R. found in Ueo. 28: 18; 31: 45; 35. 14; Josh. 4:
V. "lanswered humn." The next verse de- 9; 24: 26. Saying, hitherto hath the Lord
scribes the nianner in wbicb (;od answèred hum. helped us-The deliverances of the past .are

10. " We have here a detailed and lively a pledge of continued heip for the future, on
description of tbe who!e event. The lamb is this they !,uilt their confident hopes.t stil! burning upon the altar, and Samuel stili III. ISRAL.t l>ROSIROUS. 13. So the
kneeiing before it, %vhen the Philistine hosts Philistines were subdued-it. " were
appear upon the !ofty plateau just below the bïought low," humb!ed. They were not con.
hi!! of Mizpah, and marshal theinselbes fur quered nor indeed eotirely driven out of the

f batt!e. It seemed as if IsraeI's case %vere country for they bad garrisons there when Saü~l
bopeless, and many a heart, no doubt, was was miade king, but the forty years oppression
bravely struggling agaiost its fears, and scarce- was at an ent! (Judges 13: 1). And they
ly couic] keep thein down. But as, the eneniy came no more into the coast of lsrael-
drew near the electrie cloud furmed in the Their invasions ceased for the time heing.
beaveos, and 'Jehovah tbundered vvith a great And the hand of the Lord was against
voice on that day upon the Philistines.* the Philistinies ai the days of Samuel-
Aiarintd at s0 unusuial a phenomenon, the This, of course, includes tbe reigo of Saul, ti!!
l>hlistines hesitate i their adance, and % ithin four years of bis death, fcr Samuel con.
Samuel, seeing their consternation, gives tbe tinue'! to be prophet, and to a certain extent
igoal for the chiarge, and lsraei, inspirhed by judge, even when Saul %v'as king. The worcls,

the voice of Jchovah; rushes down the hi!! moreover, impiy a struggle, during which there
upon the foe. Ful! of enthusiasin, they forget was a gradua! growth in strength on Israe!'s
the poorness of tbeir %% eapons, and the weight part, and a gradital enfeeblement on the part
of tbeir impetuous rush breaks the oppo.,iog of the Philistioes, until David conip!etely van-
line. And now a panic seizes the Phi!i%.ine.s; quibhed thein. Israe!'s freedoin and the finalI they attempt no further resistance, but fiee in subjugation of the P>hilistines were both con-
dismay froin the pursuiog Israe!ites. Their tained in Samue!'s victory at Mizpah. <R.
course would lt-ad thern down a buge valley Payne Smith).
îooo feet deep, at the bottoin of which was a 14. And the cities which the Philis-
torrent rushing over a rocky bcd; nor %%as their tines had taken trom lsrael were restor-
fiigbt stayed 'unti! they came under Betb-car.' ed to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath
0f this place we knowv nothing, but probabl)y -Thes.- cities theinse!ves do not sein to have
t was a fastness where the Philistines couid been captured, but the tewns and villages

protecr themse!ves froin further attack." (R. lying amnong the western foothii!s on the bord.
Payne Smith). And as Sai-îuel was offer- l'rs betwveen Israel and Philistia wcre recon-
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