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THE LALE MEEIING OF SYNOD.

—

Qur readers will find in another part of the
Record an account of the proceedings of Syn-
od. We have but littie time to offer any re-
marks upoa these proceedings. The meeting
was a largre one, there being 112 muusters
and 58 elders present, and we have pleasuie
in stating that we Liave never seea the mem-
bers contiuus i such regular and constant
allendauce, almost to the very last.

As at the preceding meeting, a Jarge por-
tion of the time of the Synod was occupied
with discussions on the subject of Unton. But
though protracted, the discussions happily
resulted in the maiutenauce of harmony
among ourselves, a result for which it be-
cometh us to thank Gol. We understand
that an impression has gone abroad in some
quarters, that obstacles have been put unne-
cessarily in the way of Union. But wedo
not believe that this isthe case. There s now
a pretty clear understanding of each others’
position, and, we believe, confilence in cach
others' views and priuciples, aud all that is
required is simply the best and most unob-
jettivnable mode of expressing the fact, that,
having such confidence generally in each
other, entire unanimity is not required in
regard to all the applications of the priuci-
pie expressed in the th aiticle of the Basis.
Our friends in the United Prsbyterian Synod,
baving consented to remove tae note which
they originally appended to the witicle in
qeestion, added 2 {ew words to the article
to the effect, that, in the application of the
doctrine involved,mutual furbearance shoull
be exercised. There appeated to be an
awkwardness and a difficulty in admntung
into a formal Basis of Union, such an unde-
ﬁnegl recognition of forbearance, snd accord-
ingly the Synod did not accept the propased
addition. But they were quite willing to
consent to any less objectionable mode of
accomplishing the intended object, and
hence unanimously approved of certain
resolutions which will be found in the pro-
ceedings of Synod,and which, if approved
by the United Presbyterian Synod, will at
once remove all difliculty. We are quite
sanguine in regard to Union. It would be
most miserable, if after having attained our
present position in regard to the Basis of
Union, we should not be able to accomplish
the object desired. But we do mit fear.
We confidently trust that the matter will be
adjusted, and that, if the Cuion shall not be
consummated sooner, by summoning special
meetings of the two Synods, it will be ac-

complished in Montreal, and that then at
last, justas tho two majestic rivers there
commingle their waters,aud roll on in power

| and mught to the ocean the two Churches

shall conlesce, and go on 1 their career of
usefulness and love, dispeusing blessings
to this land, and excerting a mmghty influ-
ence for truth and nightcousness, But it is
not unitkely that any existing datficulties
may be sooner got over,and we know 1t 13
the strunyg desae of mauny that this year—
the tnicentenary of the Scottish Refunnation
—shad not pass aver, without the Union be-
sug ell-cted, or at least withoat all arrange-
ments bewg made for its consummation.
Our readers will observe thata member
of the Synod in connenion with the Church
of Scotland, was present, and addressed the
Synod on the desirableness of Union amony
all the Presoylenans of the Province, on
the basis of the Westminster Standaids,
Ehs address was well recetved. It s cer-
tamly most desirable that the Presbytenans
of Canada shonld be united, without the
compromise of principle. Let us earnestly
hope and pray that the way may be pre-

pared fur so desirable a consumation.
Though the principsl portion of the Sy-

nod’s tune was occupied with the question of i

Union, many other impdrtaat topics were
under discussion. To these however, we
have not at present time to advert. We
would only observe that the report on the
State of Religion was very interesting,
more. especially in connexion with some
statements whirch were made by members
in regard to the work of God. We have
not beer altogether without tokons of the
divine blessing and presence. May thoese
tokens be multiplied a hundred fold, and
may we have 1o tell not only of a spot here
and there gladdened with the dew of hea-
ven, like the fleece of Gideon, but may our
Church, yea our entire Jund, be like a well
watered garden, fragrant and fertile, that
the glory of the Saviour may be promoted
in the salvation of many souls.

COLLECTION FOR COLPORTAGE.

The Church has already been made aware,
through a statement published on behalf of
the Committee or Colportage in November
last year, of the position in which that Com-
mittee has for some time been placed. While
the scheme was in operation every little was
done to aid it; and when the Committe felt
constrained to bring their active operations
t0 a close, they were involved 1na heavy
indebtedness for the salaries of colporteurs
and had a large quantity of books on hand,

which 1t was impossible for them todis
pose of at the catalogue prices-  Last

year the Synod recommended that a

collection be taken up throughout the
congregations, but only u very few re-
sponded to this recommendation, Mean-
while the Messrs. Nelson & Sons have
intimated to the Convener, that unless the
amount due to them is immediately paid,
they will feel themselves constrained to re-
cover it by a law suit.

‘I'he Synod at its recent meeting after tak-
ing the whole subject into consideration, ap-
pointed a general collection to he taken up
on the third Sabbath of this month (July),
un belialf of this scheme,  We trust that
ther: will be 2 geueral aud liberal cesponse to
this call, and that this debt so long due may
be speedily liquidated. The collections
should be sent to the Rev. W. Reid, of To-

ronto.
D. Ingus, Convener.

N. B. Ministers and others having books
of the Committee ¢ till on hand are earnestly
requested to dispose of them,on as favourable
terms as they can, and to remit the money
at their earliest convenience.

EDITORIAL ITEMS. -

Syaop or Erscorar Cuvrci.—The annual
Synods of the Episcopal Church have re-
cently met in Toronto and London. Most
of the busiuess before them was connected
with their own internal affairs. We observe
that in the Diocese of Huron there was ex-
pressed o want of confidence in the teach-
ing and constitution of Trinity College. ‘I'he
Synod, however, with what seemstous a
degree of tucuusistency, passed a R.asolu-
tion 1n favour of separate schools,

Warerpows axo WRLLINGTUN SQUaRB.—
We already noticed the harmonious expres-
sion of feeling towards the Rev. W. Mcln-
doe, by the prople of his former charge.
We understand that they have given him
a mure substantial tohen of remembrunce
in the gift of a purse containing one hun-
dred and fifty dollars.

‘Tur Carbross Case.—A decision may be
expected very soon in this case, as by the
last intelligence the case was being heard
by the Court Session.

Syyop oF New Bruxswick.—This Synod
lately held its Annual S-ssion in St. Johns.
The business transacted, which was varied,
we shall notice in our next issue. On the
subject of Union with other Presbyterian
bodies resolutions were passed, (only two
members dissenting,) in favour of tho Aus-
tralian Basis of Union,

Bruce. —We noted in last Record the ine
duction of the Rev. A, McKay, at Rruce.
The Rev. A. Currie preached and presided



