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thiat Hie inighit asic us to grive beyond
our means, if it were lef b absolutely tO

imî; or so muchi less than former gifts,
as to excite the remarks of others on our
apparent nigg(ardliness. IHence, to leave
the question as to arnount in His hands,
absolutely, is to be possibly told to gyive
from nothing up to ail that we have, It
is, then, just here that the whole far-
reaching subjeet of the guidance of the
Spirit in oui' finances meets us in a prac-
tical, workzable foirm.

It is one thing, therefore, to sing
unctionsly with the congregation:

"Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mnite do I withhÈold,"

and quite another to face the hard, pro-
saic fact of actual giving, not knowing
but that if the sum to be given is ]eft
conipletely to be pronounced on by the
Holy Spirit, it, may far exceed former
notions of giving, or be s0 small as to
compromise us in the eyes. of valued
friends.

And yet hie wvho shrinks from. this
practical, decisive, tcst can only at, best
prattie about divine gruidance-his tes-
timionty thereaftcr becomes "as sounding
brass or a*tinkling cymbal."

But whien such tests are met in the
Spirit of the Gospel, that is, where
such implicit, loving confidence in the
character and wvisdom of the Godhead
exists as to, leave itb to Hum to decide the
amouut, certain that Ris guidance in this
thing w'iIl be the best possible for al
concerned, even if it should makze such
large demands on present resources as to
seeiningly jeopardize ail the future, or
forfeit for the present the good opinion
of friends; then it is that givingy becomes
a real means of grace, and the rapture of
the act connects it really and tru.ly with
the time of consciously accepting the
Holy Ghost to walk in Hum forever.

Beloved, let us not think iA strange
concerning the fiery trial -which is to try
us in money niatters, as thoughi soi-e
strange thing had happened us. But
the rather let us take Joyfully the spoil-
ing of our goods when Hie, in wvhose
hands are ail the treasures of the uni-
verse>, cails for sacrifice at our hands.

fie vdho fights to a -successful issue
this mighty nioney-battle on the line of
the constant presence and guidance of

the Spirit, wvil1 have no difficulties about
the law of tithing; for him the law of'
the Spirit wili have superseded this
legal requirement, not by destroying it,
but by enabiing him. throug(,h the Spirit
to fulfil its spirit.

If any one can imagine such a follower
of Christ fallingy below the tithing pro-
portion, taking his life as a wvhole, then,
may lie vaunt legalismn as superior to
the law of the Spirit; then, too, might
hie have some grrounds for his fears that
the example of Christ under the Spirit's,
teaching is a poorer incentive to benefi-
cence than the Jewishi Iaws, flamed ount
at Simai.

Buit have not many made the làw of
the Spirit an excuse for stinginess? Cer-
tainly, and many more will; and we
doubt not but that from time to time
sorte who accept the Spirit in al! Ris.
offices to, walk in Hu[m, wvhen met by the
tests and teachings which, wil1 be miulti-
plied and become more and more search-
ing, in the Association, wvil1 be unable to.
abide them, and thus the hoflow nature
of their profession being discovered to
them, if not wvilling to stand complete in
Christ in- this thing, they wtill be wçeded
out from among their brethren, even if
that weeding process should ithreaten ail.
forms of trouble.

Paul xvrote a. grand truth in the wvords-
"the love of mioney is the root of al
evil," therefore, unless this selfish love is
utteriy uprooted by the work of theý
Spirit, and gives place to a preferential
love for God, in vain does one essay to.
walk in the Spirit.

The grreat apostle further declares that
no covetous man shall inherit the king-
domn of God. That is, to be practical, no.
man who does not yield absoluteiy to
the guidance of the Spirit, after the sort
above indicated, can remain in this,
spiritual kingdom. They may begin
well, and show some joyous acts of obe-
dience, but so soon as the thorns and
briars which grrow from, love of money as
seed, springf up, they become unfruitful.

But they whio yield gladly to every
dlaim of the Spirit, iu this as in ail other
matters, possess the peace and joy of
Christ in this world, no matter what the
apparent sacrifices throughi which. theý,
may be calied to pass.
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