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neigh,,bourhood. A minister, then, must
have seine appearance of good status in the
coînniuîiiy; and a bmall stipcnd importe
that hie is doomed to respectable, if flot gen-
tout povercy.

Ccrtainly our ministers do sucecd won-
derfully in maintaining an aspect of coin-
fort. Theliir abodes and farnilies are flot
less orderly and ivel-conditioned than those
of mîiny NvIto are ini tasier eircurnstanccs,
and every friend wlîo visits theni is hospita-
lily recesved. There seema t lo e a m3 stery
in the fauet that they are apparently as wl
off as neighbours who have double their
meaits; and one inight think that they had
discovtred the secret of transfornîing baser
met s into gold, or reaclîing the needful by
fairy wishes. But the results are otherivise
to bie accounted l'or; and ste true ex plania-
tion is udthur alchieny nor znagic. flireis
the struggte by %vliieh ste ssinted minister
so uplold iitaselin usociet.y. A perpetuat
and rigidi economy is esseaûial te the issue.
In countless cases lie must forego wlîa
otherzi deem n-eessaries of life. Witb ex-
haubted trame lie mus wvak ivhere others
drive. Disease lias flur advanced ln bis
home belore lie abks advice for îvhich a
medictil feýe, hoivevcr mioderate, must bie
paid. The invalidéd of his circle miubt me-
mnain~ where they are when the hope of
heaisth ic; change of air. Tinte, would fait
te enumerate like occasions oa wihich lie
exercises un absolute seîf-denial rather chan
go ino debt or ask a-ugmented income.

The mnii-ser and bis famîly do not alone
suifr froin ibis penury. Its miscitiet is
"Irgl shared bv bis pteople. He cannos
furuîish adequttc7 instruction from bis own
braiu, or even froin the Bible, wvitlionst suis-
able hcelps to the expusition of Scripture.-
He mulsc gîve biambef te reading tbat bis
protiiug îuay appear te ail ; but a smal!
atipeud deulecs liitu the books which ivotld
inake him au iuteresting and instructive
preacher.Msherriuichanougs
of bis Nyork shall be dimninished, and uay
imperfection in bis discoursts they inay se-
4-ri-c criticize; so dewautling ia effe the
full tale of.bricks, and withliolcling the strawv
wherewith to utake them. Apart from
mur-e mueans of knoiwledge, a minu3ter is
crippled. and impeded otlierwise by the dis-
tractions of want. That bc mai bive bis
peuple ail hie mental cnergics, hu muust bce
aTIiuliJ thein, as l'aul says of Tiniothy,
àwithoui fc;ar' But the que.ion howr limit-
cd utintus and large ends ameo inct is very
formidable, aud is ins-,eparable froin appre.hension. It is destructive of cotupasure.It impels him*so tzike thouglit of a very pro-
fitluss or rather peruticious charaseer ; aud 1
lave heard unc of our ablest miniister say
that a grcat part of his difficiat li1e bail been
Spent ut stuzdyin& how to niake £2 du the
work of £5. L- às conceivable; that a mind

6o engaged Can derote te ministerial duties
its fit lelasticity and poivcr

The severity cf this probation tells saflly
nlot only on tîte exissing roil of minisiecru,
but on the future supply of the pulpît. The
sons of rainisters have grea: advantageq
over others in licquiring suitable qualifica-
tions for ministemal work, and tbey have
beeua largely in request for our more imnpor.
tant charges. But wlien, from cartiest in-
fancy, they have seen and fett theenîbittcred
working of smnall stipend 1. and read their
influence ini a rnother's anxious face and
overtasked constitution, tliey musst be sin-
gularly devoted if aIl tii ordeai in nu de-
grec affect their choice of a profession. The
consequences are, 1 believe, alreaîdy discerni-
hie ini out ecclesiasticat statistics.

Otlîer youtlis bebides ministers' * §ori
corne to perceive thc hatrdships of the manse;
and these hardships tenud as poverulý a@
earshly conditions cani tend, to drive fromn
the ministerial office ail that portion of îhe
risng generation who have flot nierely. she
lot-e of scitools and colleges, but the ettgag-
ing nianners of social cultivation. Witti a
certain class some refinement in their passer
la essensiat, Ie bis acceptability; and wihat
peasant even dots not like la his minisser
the amenîdies of a gentleman ? It is welt
that our Theologicat Hall bc open to a la-
licurer's son, or eyen a beggnr's son; -for
not a few of humble birth bave become emi-
nens divines ; and tiere are cases where the
needy, to use a scriptural slmile, have been
lified out of the dunghullte5 be t>ut with
princes, even with the jkrinces of God's peo>-
ple. But it fawes ili %vssb a churdli, especi-
ally in tinivii of researchi andi pretensioD,
ivhen the.se exceptions arc matde the rutle,
and itsdomninatiug principle ii ste appoint-
ment of spiritunt supcrinr.endents is that et
Jeroboam, ivio statioued as the attar
priess of the lovest of the people.'

Tise foregoing reinarks have most1y re-
gard te expediecy; but the course tiey
recommentt hics te more imiportant plase
cf exprest, andt peremptory duty. Our de-
nomiuaîion is not as libertv to alint and
haif-starve its minibtry. 'J1ct him that is
taugîs in the Word communnicate tu lira

the gospel of Hlm who bus declared chat
«the labourer is worthy or his hure.' 'l'ie
fulfilment of iluese precelits bas allitil pro-
mises. 'Bring ye ailt hei tithes it the
storchouse, that there mnay be nicat iu mine
bouse; andI prove me now hurewich, msaich
tihe Lord or hosts, if 1 wiil nos -open *you
ste vriîtdows cf hecaven, and pour yaît outa
blessing tat here shial not lie roum enough
ta receive is.' Our peple ail give more or
less for religions andi briievolent oliiects;
nunîbers cf tîhîem give libcrally, andi nos a
fevr cf them îauniflcently. But if ail the
givings of our chumel ruemabers were sain-
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