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profession at the International Mcdical Congress. He follows no
beaten track in his work, for his inventive genius has led him to

branch off in original methods by which he bas achicved eminent

results,  Hc is a strong advocate of advancement in science

and in nearly all his writings he urges the medical schools to

adopt the new mcthods in oral and facial surgery, by adding to

their curriculum men qualified to tcach the treatment of discases

resulting from affections of the tecth.  The present high-standing

requircments o enter upon the study of dentistry in the State of
ch\,' York were, we know, the outcome of his suggestion and

worlk,

Dr. Curtis is often called into consultation, not only by obscrving
men in dentistry, but by general medica! and surgical practitioners,
and his genial nature has made him many friends among the
latter who have witnesscd the skilful and original trecatment of
difficult oral and facial cases in his hand.

SOME SUGGESTIONS ON THE TREATMENT OF
PYORRHEA ALVEOLARIS."

At

By G, Linsox CuUkrTis, M.D., New York Ciry.

In my remarks 1 shall not attempt to cxhaust this subject, which
is broader than the present status of knowledge. I, however, make
a few suggestions, with the view of drawing out discussion that
may lead to widening this ficld. [ shall not think it strange if
some of my hcarers disagree with mc, for I differ somewhat with
most authors upon the subject. I think that Dr. Picrce has fallen
into the error made by some other writers, who claim that uric acid
is the cause instcad of the result of rheumatism and gout, of which
pyorrhea alveolaris is a symptom, scen only in certain classes of
the discrasia. [ have found that it is not always safe to adopt
some views, cspecially those found in some books. Not only
dentists, but physicians sometimes depend too largely upon litera-
ture, for their practice in most oral discases.

Perhaps all dentists do not have facilities for thorough experi-
mental work, but they certainly deserve cradit for the persistent
manner in which they have endeavored to cure, by devoting their
time almost wholly to the trcatment of a single symptom. |
believe that very few recognize the importance of general treat-
ment, with the view of cradicating from the system the conditions

* Read before Alumni Association of Roston Dental College, 14th Dec., 1898.



