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cquipped batteries or to special difliculties in the
way of saving fine gold. h'lie Witwatersrand
mines are now getting nearly 4o,ooo o.. per
ionith from tailings, and somne of the companies

put througli many thouisands of tons of stuff
every week, and make a h.1idsoine thing out of
the 5 dwt. average returns.

''he following estract fron the inaugural ad.
dress by Professor Arthur Smiithells to the
Yorkshire section of the London Society of
Ciemîical Inîdustry, is one which may be laid to
heart by the sarious mining companies, and
should bie inscribed upon the walils of the board
roans wyhere mine directors meet. After speak-
ing of the training needed for a diuly quailified
e'asemist, Professor Smnitielis says:- 'To fnally
equip hin for the difliculties of his post, there
should bu in it some model Britisi worknen, a
nmolul foreman or manager ariel with his
faticer's ignorance and who regards your clemist
as a misheiievous interloper, ami ist of all there
shonuld bc a principail ignorant of science, but
dimly conscious (whilst distrustful of all that is
new- fangled) that there is soiething in science
that cani iell hiim, vet fatally impatient of experi.
ment or investigation. Fortunatelv therc are
business mîîenî who can ie business.liku even on

the question of availing themisclves of scicntific
help. They will invest their money in a cheist's
brains as thev wçill in a new departure in their
wvorks. The dIo not siiiply turn on the steal
and e.\ecrate if the machine will not work in.
stantly to the advertised standard of efficiency.
They are content at first with a smsall or imper.

feet output. it soonr by a reasonaible regard

to fumnctions and adaptabilities, by giving the
thiing fair play, it riscs to its reptlîation and more
thai repays the costliiiess of its carly days. It is

precisely tissî' that a reasonable man treaits his
cisîi'.t and secires the return on ione invest-
ed in the mîsalchiner: of a trained chenmiali mntilli-

gence."

The principals of the Dominion Coal Co., Ld.,
have been greatly annoyed hy the blatant asser-
tions of the lialifaxt Critic to be the orgai of the
companly. The stateniut, a> we have already

pointed out, is absolutely untrue, and the pro'
prietor of the Critic bas beens notified by the
company that legal proceedings will be instituted

against iiism if se persists in this repreieisible

conduct.

''ie Jeffrey Asbestos Mile at Danville, Que.,
ias brus taken user b> J. N. Greesihields, Q.C.,
Fcodotr huas and others, on royalty, with a viewc'
to ultimîate purchiase, and a large force ias been

put to work within the last few days. ''ie pro-

pert> iS onL Of u.rcttioal salue, anîd ssi be ex-

ploited s igorolusly during the sumler.

'l'e i ansville Slate Co. ias a strong force at

swork. ''ie output last year was 5,ooo squares

and about 2.000 cases sclonl slaie 'T'lie pro

duct is, we believe, finding a ready market.

\i ithmî a short distance froi Johannesburg

somtse 60 to 70 gold mis are now being develop.

ed or are ailready producing gold, renarks the

.foannesbu rg Star. Fully 4o,ooo tons of coal

are being consumssed by these mines, at aIn aver

age cost varying ietsweesn 15s. and 20s. per ton

delivered at the mine. It is estimssaied thiat

5,ooo cases of dynamite are also consuimed

ionthly, the average price of whici it would bu
diitlicult to arrive at. Probably it ranges hen

£4 and £5 Per case of 50 lbs. The laibor biii,
black and white, msust absorb fu>lly two millions

of monley per year. The annusial outlay in

machiner and stores is diflicult tu estimîsate, but

will no doubt range betweeii a ialf and one

million sterling. h'lie gold output is now valued

at about five millions annuially, and the di% idends

declared in the saime pcriod amlourt to about
i :/i millions froi the mines. Great reductions

in the cost of working are anticipated shortly by
a reatijaistiienit of the wages iluestion. elie

wages at present are iiquestionably excessive

for both black and white labor ; seeiig thiat
blacks get £3 to £4 a mîonth, and it costs themi

practically nothing to live, and ithe lites get
£20 to £30 per month, and it costs ian of
theim only hialf this aimoint to live, under better

coniitions as regards buard, and witi somte

compaiics possil> lolgings also, th.m the> liae

hitherto becns acustomrd to. At most nnnses,
threc good icals are served daily for about 25s.

per weeL. Te rrîal bill cll reced by the
iitroduction of r.dina cidings, devernng cosi
direct in bulk, oistead of si sak, and last, but

not least, the coint> slhould shortl profit

largely froms fair scoipeîtiston ms dynamite bemîîg
iitrodtiucei. Reduction in the inte of native

wages is now reeivig attention.

With a view to encouiraginig invetmet and

facilitatiig hie developmncîît of its iron industries

the Ontario Coveriiiieit has appiopriated the
sui of $î 25,ooo, to be kinown as th irin

Mining Fund. Out of thi fund it will pay utpon

all ores mined and sii'ltecl in the province for a
period of live years fromî the ist July ie.\t, a
bonus of one dollar per ton on the pig iron pro'
ducedi, but the yearly grant is at no tie to ex-
ceed $25,000. Provision is also made for 'ie
purchase of two diaiond drills for exploratory
purposes. These are to be opîerated under
direction of the Bureau of Mines or iay bu
leased to applicants at a fixed rental, whici we
presumiie will be merely nomimal.

h'lie royalty ias ahso been reduced froi thrue
to two user cent, such charge to be calculated on
the value of the ore, less the actual cost of rais-
ing it to the surface and its subsequent treatment
for the market. But it is important to remisember
tisàt this purely noiiiiial iriipost is not to be
rmade unil after seveh- years froi the Uate of the
pateht or leàse.

Soié 'reductions are m'ade in the price of
mining -loiations is fliows'" Ori ali Cròwvn

'la'nds, sold t'š hiining lands oriocdtiois, in the
(istricts ôf-Algmiisa;, 'IfiunderfBay, Raiiy' River,
and that part of the district of Nipissiisg i'hici

lies north of the French river, Like Nipissing.
and the river Mattawa, the price is to be:

(i) It in a surveyet township and within
six miles of any railway ..... ..... $3 oo

(b) If elsewherc u itusurveyegl territory.. 2 50

(c) If within six msiles of any railway Iuit
in unîsurveyedt territory ........ 2 50

(d) If situate elsenlere in unsurveyed
territory .............. ,......... 2 oo

h'lie price per acre on all other Crown lands,
sold as iiiinsing lands or locations, and lying
south of the aforesaid lake and ris ers, shall be

(a) If in a suirveyed toswnshIip andI witiniîî
six mîiies of any railtway'......... $2 oo

(b) If situate elsewhere...... .... .... i 50

Ais important provision hias also been made

to the Ontario Joint Stock Coipanies Letter-
Patent Act, whereby any minig coipany mîay

froms tiie to tune dispose of shares and stock at
a psremitiium or discounst, and in sucli manîner as

the directors msay senm advantiageous to the
compainy. Clauses are ailso imserted limiting the
labilhty of shareholders, rcgulating the sale or

stock ons nson.psayment of calls, etc.

Altogether, the Governmsent is to be colgratu-
lated on havmg enîdeavored to mseet the requre-

munts of the minig ndustry l a liberal sprit.

The prograimime for the fourthcosmig united
llec.ting of the mlsessmbers of the MImmîssg Society

of Nova Scotia and the General Minng Asso.
eiation of Quebec, to be ield under the auspices
of the 'Dominion Coal Company, Ltd. and the
General Minin.s Association, of London, Ltd.,

at Sydney, Cape Breton, during the second
wreek in July, has been drafted, and special

arrangcients for transportation of mîembers by
rail aînd water are iearly coismplcted. The pro-
cecdîings will open on Tuesday soth July, and

be coitinued until the end of the wceek. 'lhe

colheres of the Domimion Coal Company, Ltd.

ansd the Gencrail Miiniîg Association, Ltd. will
bc sited, and there will be ain excursion by
boat to L.ouisburg. Visiting ismembers wiin be
entertained at a public diisiner, in Sydney, and

incieons at Glace Bay and Sydney Mines

are on the tapis. Paiers wil bu contributed

by Messrs. Hughi Fletcher, B.A., Ottawa; J. S.
McLensnai, Boston; F. S. Pearson, Boston;
W. Bliakensore, M.E., Glace Bay; Thos. Johns.

ton), Glace Bay, and others. Altogether a pro-

gramme of unusual excellence is being prepared

and the attendance promises to be large. Mem-

bers wio propose bemîg present should notify
their respective secretaries early. A special

numîber of the R iEss; handsonely illustrated,

will give our readers a full account oi the meet-

ng and verbatin reports of the papers and
discussions.

'ie Geological Survey ias, cce believe, ar

ranged that Mr. R. G. McConnell, will spend

the sumin- in the Kootenay country investi-

gating the nature and occurrence of the silver-

lead deposits, whici are attracting so nuch

attéition just now. This will lie good news to

the ininirg men in this-promising iew fsild for,


