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THE LIFE OF :A'DEAD!CAMEL,
BY: THE .REV. J: "G, WOOD, M.A.,"{

Author of: " Homes' without Hands," < Nalure's
Teachings,” ** Man nand Beast," eto., Al D

e (Concluded.) - .. sopren ©

Down swoops the, lm'd whlch ﬁrsbxmnde
the discovery, and.is followed by its ;com.
panions, which may net have, seen the
dedd animal, but know that a vultum “does
nob swoop for nothing. T am’of opinion
that the  hyseuns may .also. watch the vul-
tures, zmd B0 Jearn t;h(,‘ presence of food,

Be this'as it may, the breath is scaréely
out'of tho camel before it is surrounded by
a cloud of vultures. --* Where the carcass

is, there, will the vulbures be: gathered: to- |
mthor themselves [~

gether.”, Jack: s, oo, g
round' the bndy, wmbm" ‘to pick up any
fragmerits which way - be loft’ uue.m,n by
the vultures:and. hywenas. 0 o

Note how differently these ammnls fulﬁl
their tzppomt‘.cd tasks.
valturesiean only deal Withisoft sithstances;

anid 80 'tho ' birds ‘content’ thomselves’ \\'lth )

tearing the flesh from the bones,

Tn'those countrics deeomposition sets in

very rapidly, -but the more putrid is the

meat, the. more the vultures seem to like|

ity and the eﬂiuvmm which is so ropulsive
to. our nostrils is peculiarly abbracbwo to
those.of the.vulture; .

The hymnas gorge themselves as muchns
they can, but they have a task cssentially
theirown. The horny beaksof the vultures
are unable to deal with the hard skeléton,
and for, its removal from the face of trl)o
eirth the very powerful jaws of t,ho hya,na.
have been most:fitly framed. :

.. Hysenas are by no means large ammals,
but their power .of jaw .and strength of
Even the
hymnas at the Zoological Gardens retain
their strength of jaw, though they have
little need of it : and if the Ierr bone of an
Jx: :be- given 'them; they will’ crack -it as
casily as a Newfound).md dog cracks a
chicken’ bone, ‘the splinters ﬁymfr i all
directions, and cich bone, as it crd acks,
sounding like & pistol shot.

i+ Wheh tlie lite’ Dr, Buckland imado his
discovery. . of ;the prehistoric hymna caves,
he brought away a number of splintered
l)ones, and then compared them with bones
whichi he” had’ seen’ broken by tha liympnias
of the present day. . In charncter they wore
identical, the onIy difference being that
those wluch were found in the caves were
larger than thoso of the present time.

The work is not.yet finished. There is
much material—such as the brain—whicli|
neither the toeth of the hymna and jackal,
nor- the beak of the vulture can touch.
Morcovei,therois the skin to be considgred.

In’this country we ean hardly realize the
effect of a tropical sun upon the hide of a
dead animal. It clings to the ribs, and (9

rapidly dnes upon thcm, enclosing thom,as
itwere, in a case of horn. The vender wilf
remember how the wild bees made their
combs-in the body of the fion kilfed by
Samson.’ -1 never understood how bees
could build in so unsavoury a foeality until

some years ago, when L was collecting the |
larvie, pupie, and perfect inscets ut our :

be(.blt.s for dissection.

There had been an cu.cptlmnlly ‘hot![!

\
sunimer, andalengtlicned drought; accom.
panied by & great. mortality amony, the,
sheep on the Wiltshire Downs, Thc an.

mals dhed so fast that l.hel'e Was no time to, |,
, bury atevei skin theni, And they were, in'

“The].

consequence, 1eft on the  ground.
result was as -1 havo sl.ttul.ychu dried

skms bemg stretehed so tightly over, the |

ribe, thut when struck thoy sounded TiKe
(lrums,‘:uul westrony and sharp kmife was
required to @i lln‘ull"h thems .
removal of this horny skin another
employed.
times eatied the useuin Sediley and some.
times- the * bacow beetle.  The lavve, or
grubs of, this beetle are covered with stiff,
ulnmn" hairs, and thew presence m a
museun is-a sight of terrorto, thecurators,
Seill, they arp only domig tlleu’ dut:y, wlnch
is to dovour ‘dried. 'skm,-nml for that ‘pur.
[ pose thurash.x.rp and powerful, though
suiill jawsare Gminently ficted. .
Througlh the holes -thus made by the
dermestes’ pour.hiosts of "other feeders on
carrion.  Chiefamong them are the various
blow-flics
The oft; quoted statemenb of Lmn.uus,
that three blow-tlies would eat aw ox’ ag’
soon a8 & lion could do so, is far withinthe
mzuk The flics t:hcmselves,not possessmw

The beaks of thel

jaws, but”only ‘having . sof probuscls
through which.- they: suck; Tiquid - food, do |
nob cousume a particle -of :flesh,: bub Ieavc
that task to their countless young:

* Some of theni Jay éeas,which are h.mtch od
nftcr at while like those of. anost” insects,
But there aré somewhich,instéad of laying
cgas, deposib:long strings of veady-hatched
mu«mm.s.'mllcd up llkc so niany ribbous:

As suon asithey are dt,posntcd thes\, maﬂ'-
. ).

‘dependenf of the direction of the wind..

+ Of course they could ‘not bury-a camel,
nmther could they bury a’sheep, bub the
bodies of the dead skeep which-1 have
montioned wer 'o swarming with tho larvee
of various burying-bectles, the eggs having
been Jnid by €he ‘paronts: without 7 abtempb-
lnﬂ to bury any part of the carcass.

Auuth(.r' large “tribo - of carrion-eating

beeblcs' mth.xb wluch is sclcntlﬁcally known' .
‘. 'l'herosroom for chlldrcns scrvlco in thls busy

got-rolls unwind themselves, and the little
hungry creatures at:once set -to work at
their task of cating. - They wever scem-to
rest or sleep, but cat unceasingly, until
they have attainetl their full growth.: They

rapidly  pass - through - the - pupal stage,
emerge as- perfect: blow- flies, and in their
turn dcposit their’ nmggot;-rolls upon the
carcass,

amount of food at a meal, ‘i3 not a con-
tinudl feedor,
fullest oxtent, and then lics down to sleep
until awakened by hunger.. While he
‘slecps the maggots are, mccssa.ntly eating
and multlplym«r 8o that the offspiring of
the three flies would finish the ox wliile
the lion had still much of the carcass to
consume, v |

Then comes the «rcnh tribo of burym«r-
beetles (Necmplmga), which render such
good service to us of this country. Not
only is it true that not a sparrow falls to

Tror thel
senbist’
This is the dermestes=-some- |

the ground withous the knowledge of its
lxe:wully Father,but he who made and gave
1t hfe has prup.uul for its burial whcn de

“Now w lion; although e caneat " a” large

.He gorgds Kimsdlf to the]
which T can menbion'is that which is popu-

“Then’ confcﬁ’t‘.'l:xq great tribcot Bi}'ryiﬁg-bcotlcs."

B R '

as Hwter, a title which Tam obliged to use,
as'they have no popular name.  They are
short, wide, and are notable for tho ox-
tremo’ hardness of their exterior. They
are highly polished, and in spite of the
substances in which they are continually
burrowing, not & particle of it scems to
cling to their steely ‘armour. These in-
sccts, like tlm burynw-beetles, have wings
of enormous size in comparlson with their

dies.:

The last ﬂloup of carrlomeutnw beetles

larly known as Rove-beetles, or Cock-tails,

the Iatter name being given to them in
consequense of 'their habit of turning up
their long, slender: bodies when alarmed.

"The object of thishabitis rather remark-
able. - Their bodies' being very long and
slender, so as to enable them to insinuate
themsclves into the smallest  recesses, and
their wings very large, the wing-cases must;
m.ccssanly bo very small. - So, when p.u.l\-
ing the wings into so small & compass, the
bectle turns its body over its btck, and
wn;h the end of its tail pushes the wm«r mto

Has tho reader ever reﬂected low many
birds die -umuully und Tiow few dead birds
‘m'o seen?  The.fact i, "that during all the
‘warm parts of the'year, the burylnn beetles
ave ut work. They have the power of
smellm" a dead carcass, however small,

fand at n wonderful distance, and 1t is very
anteresting to sce themconverging from all
du-ccl;mns towards the carcass, upborne on
‘their beautrful wings.

sense, independent ‘of swmell, which indi-
eates the presence of food for thew future
young. Were scent their only guide, the
direction of the wind would affect their
whole economy. But, as I have already

I cannot but thurk that thoy have some |

stated, they converge from all pomts, in-|

<« A sight of tcrrbr to Ll;o curators.”

its place. I lhave’ fnund that the lm'vu. of
theso beetles were mostly to be found- “with-
m the skull, and could bo shaken out i
hundreds, their object being evidently the
consumption ot the brain. "Thus does the
death of one bemg bucome t,he hft. of an:
other,

e
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MIDSUMMPR WORDS

What can they wnnt ofa mldsummcr \'crso
In the flush of the' mxdsummersplcndor?
Forthe Kmj nrcss ot Ind shall X puli outmy purse,
And offer ponny to lend her?-
Who wants a song when the bivds are n-wmg,
Or afancy of words when the lc\nst. little thing
Hath a message so wondrous and tender?
S —=Mrs, Whitney.

o And their help al task and Lonling. Lhe Church of

; Don tyou wish yourgcntlo wordsmigh(. Tend some

'lhcm are ordery meant, for 3ou Bwift 'md ]|lbl

WORK FOR LITTLE FOLLOWERS.
S BY MRE, 'MARGARET. E, SANGSTER.
There's: nlwnys Wi ork in plonty for nmo hands to
- do, TRE
‘Something waiting ovcry dny Ll'n.l. nono nmy try
v bubyou::
Littlo burdens you nmy lm: hnppyslops lhab you
7 ‘can-take, . : 5 P
Heu.vy hearts that you mny com!or!, for tho
hlcsscd Sm'iour s sako, '

world ot ours
‘Wonéed them s ive need thc bh-ds und need tho
sumnnicr flowers §

- God may claim, .
And gat;hcr little followers in. Jesus holy name,

Thero nro words for llLl lo Ilps. swcelcst. words of
hopo and'elicer s

Thoy will'have thu sm.ll of music for mn.ny a tired
‘ear, ’

souls {o Jook abovo, - b
Fmdmn‘ rest and pmcc, and gmdmwe in thc dear
Rodccmcrs love? -

Iant they rving,

O tho bliss of being trusted on tho crrxmd% or the
King!

Fearless march in roya.l scrv100 not nn evil can
befall

Thoso who do tho gracious blddlm; hnsl.mg nt Lho
Master's call,

,‘r

There aro songs w lnch clnldrcn only n.ro g‘lnd
enongh losing.—

Songs that nro as full of sunshinc as Lho sunnicab
hours of spring.

| Won't you sing them till our sorrows soom the

easier to bear,
As weo feel how safe we'reshel Lorcd inour blessc(l
Saviour's cnre 1

Yes, there's nlwuys ‘work in plcn(,y for the 11(.“0
ones to do, -

Something waiting every day, that none may try
but you ;

Litile burdens you may lift, happy steps that you
may ke,

Heavy hearls that you may com[ort domg it for

Jesus' sake,
———— e

POST AND RAIL PEOPLE.

A friend of mine says there are two sorts-
nf pu»plp in tho world—*‘posts” and-
alls” and a good many wore rails thah |
posts, The meaning of this is that most
people depend on smmbudy clse—a futher,
a sister, a husband, wife, or perhaps on.a
nu"hl)m'

“Whether it is right to divide the whole
population of the ecarth quite so strictly,
ibis true that we all know a good many

rail-like people.  Blanche Evans: tells me
one of the rail-girls sits by her in school.
Miss Ruil never had a knite of her ovn,
though she used a sort of penci} that con.
bllllhll]y needed sharpening ; so Blanche's
pretty penkmfe was borrowed until one
day tho rml-girl smapped the blade,
Blanche was so tired of lending. t.he knife
that she was not very sorry,

Miss Rail's brother works beside Ht.my
Brown in the oflice of the Deily Hhricane,
They both set type, and Henry's patience
is sorely tried by Master Rail. 1 Henvy
tells him to-day whether thotis doublul
i model' when ed is added, he will have
forgotten to-morrow ; and llem-y has to
tell him whether the semicolon comes be-
fore or;alfter viz. every time ho **sets 1t
up.”  The truth is the rail-boy deesn ¢ vey
to remember theso things ; he has taken
Henry for a post and e}‘pccts to be heid up
by hiw..

1 niéh two_pretty young hdles blavuhnw
together last swmmer, “One was nlw-tys
ﬂl)[)c.l]lll" to the other to know it they
were to change cars at Osanto, or not until
they reached  Dunstable, ov if they shouid
notchaugeatall. She asked her companion.
the time though her own wateh wasin
order ; **she couldn’t bosher o remember
names of routes and hotels and peopie, but

‘| post can stand by itself —but take it away:
and-whereistherail ¥ Boys:and girls have
| this advantage over & weoden fence—if
they fear t.lmt; they are rals, they can set
about turning themselves. into posts ab
once, and t;hcy will find the post business,
a far more delightful one.——July Wule

Arwake. .

she found 16 very conventens for sumebody
to do all this for tier, aud she never cout..
cealed her surprige 1f her friend torgov or
heglected.anytinng.

Bun«r a post is often unp]e’usanb bub
how'much worse is 16 to be a il ! The:
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