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I am sanguine enough to entertain a certain anti-
eipation of such results as would be generally sa-
usfactory ; and enable Freemasonry to produce a
wisible and gemal etfect upon the taste, habits,
literature, and morals of the times.

A tegulur and authentic text-book being thus
provided to preserve the umformity of the Order
throughout the umiverse, every master of & Lodge
should be directed, either by mmself or some
ether well-informed brother of his appointment, to
select a passage from this genuine fountain of truth,
and dehver an onginal lecture each Lodge mght
tor the edification of the brethren ; after which a
oviva roce exammination should take place ; or, which
would in some 1nstances be better, a general cou-
versntion on the subject which bud been thus se-
lected. Such temperate discussions would excite
interest and attentton ; and the energies of indivi-
dual brethren being thus brought out, much useful
information would be ehicated, and a permanent
impression would be made on the mndsof the
iunlor brethren, which would tend to cement a
ove of the nstitution, produce a regular attend-
ance of the members, and be every way advan-
tageous to soctety at large.

The times in which we hve are pecularly
characterized by a deep research into the causes
of things, and bold speculations for the improve-
ment cf science; and while electricity and che-
mustry, steam and gas, and machinery of every
kind, are earnestly engaged 1n a contention for
supenority, I'reemasonry must not pause wpon the
threshold ; while the world moves on 1n en unin-
tersupted course of improvement, Fraemasonry
must not stand stil) ; for 1f she hesitates ever so
Intle, time will pass, and she wall be distanced in
the race.

I have thrown together these feww preliminary
ebservations for the purpose of showing thata
Saste for the poetry of Freemusonry 18 necessary
10 enable even an initiated brother to extract the
honey from the comb, and to imbibe tbe sweets
which the system so abundantly furnishes, It
such a feeling were umversal among the Craft;
may, if a few talented brethren even, in ever
private Lodge, were in a position to devote e small
Eortion of their time to its culuvation, the most

eneficial results would soon be displayea, in the
ncreasing influence of the Order, and its populac-
ity amongst all ranks and descriptions of men.

SUSPENSION AND STRIKING FROM ROLL.

Some of our Lodges and Brethren do not 2ppea’
to understand: the difference between suspending
for non-payment of dues, and dropping from the
roll for the same cause. To us, the difference is
great, indeed, though the means taken to accorn-
plish the one or the other ought to be the same;
for we hold that no Mason can be suspended from
the privileges of Masonry, or stricken from the
zoll, except upon conviction, after trial; and thas
striking his name from the roll of members of the
Lodge, under a bye-law, whilst 1t does not aflect
a Biotber’s standing 1n the Fraternity, nor debar
kim {rom any pnvileges of Masonry, except that
of membership in the particular Lodge, ought to
beaftertnal only. Indeed, in a case, nota yearold,
the Grand Master of Louisiana thus decided, and
that decision has met the approval of our
most enlightened jurists. Suspension from the
nghte and privileges of Masonry is next to the
severest penalty in the catalogue of Masonic pu-
aishments. It'is, in fact, a Masonic imprison-
ment, or deprivation of rights guaranteed to every
Mason on his first admission to the Order, and of
whieh he was only to be deprived after fair trial
and impartial judgment by his fellowe. The sus-
pension of a Masan, by the mere operation of the
vye-laws of his Lodge, without any opponunity
being given him to explain or defend his conduct,
«~t0 offer Teasons why the law should not be en-
erced in his case,or to prove that e bas not violated
%', visions, would, under any other circum-
sta. %, and in relation to any other oflence, be at
ence rdmitted everywhero to .be & most manifest
viviation of all Mutonic law and equity. If, then,
it be admitted, 83 wo have no doubt it will, that
suspengion eannot be>inflicted without. trial; and
Qo Smply, bosanse it-s.a pusishmeat, sad-be-

cause punishment should always follow, and not
precede conviction ; then to strike the name ot 2
member from the roll of his Lodge, would bs
equally as illegal, unless he was called upon tv
show cause why it should not be done. The one
principle is strctly analogous to the other, If you
cannot suspend without tral, neither cun you
strike from the roll without trial. This striking
the name from the roll ot a Lodge 1s altogether
a modera practice, taking its nise since the modern
orgamzation of permanent Lodges. In ancient
umes, Ludges were temporary organizations o
Masons for special and limited purposes. Preston
mforms us, that orignally # a sutlicient number
ot Masons met together within a certain district,
with the consent of the Sheniff or Chief Magis-
tiate ot the place, were'empowercd to make Ma-
sons, and practice the rights of Masonry without
warrant ot Constitution.” Then, ot course, there
being no petmanent orgamization, there were no
permanent members, and consequently no pay-
ment of arrears, and no striking from the voll,
It was only after 1717, that all those things were
introduced, and as Lodges pay some contribution
to the Grand Lodge for each of their members, 1t
18 evident that a member who refuses or neglects
to support the general Lodge fund, will become
pecuniarily onerous to the Lodge. Still, the non-
payment of airears of dues 13 only a violation ot
a special voluniary obligation toa particular Lodge,
and not to the Frateraty at large. The punmish.
ment, therefore, inBicted (if 1t 13 to be considered
at all as & penishment) 18 only a particular, and
not a general one, affecting his relations with the
whole Order. When, then, his name 1s siricken
trom the roll, it chould only be after #n opportu-
mity has been effirded of dofence, that is, atter a
fair trial, precisely esin the case of suspension,
which 13 a punichment, not particular, but general
in its effects.

WHAT MASONRY 18.
In the words of Sir Walter Scott, Freemasonry

@ e 15 {he secret sympathy,
‘Tho suver Link, the silken tie,
‘With heatt to 'hun, end mmd to mind.
Ia body and in soul can buwd.»?

JAll1ts plans are pacific. It co-operates with re-
ligion in regulating the temnper, restramning the
passions, and harmoniring the discordant interesta
of men ; breathes a cpint of universsl love and
benevelence ; adds ons more thread to the silken
cord of charity, which binds man to man. Reli-
gion 18 the golden cord which unites man to God ;
Masonry the silver hine which runs from man to
mau. In itc bosom flows cheerily the milk of
human kindness, end ito heart expands with love
and charity. It wears the ornament of a meek
and %uiel spint, at peace with God, itself, and the
world,

With one hand she extends the peaceful olive
branch; with this she administers succor to the
distressed, The more 1t 13 ezamined, the more
beautiful it appears ; the more o Mason searches
nto the science, the more he loves the Craft. It
is like the bumble fly, which, viewed with the
naked eye ot science and understanding, displays
beauties far excceding the ulmost expectation.
Masonry has met with many peisecutions and ene-
mtes ; but like the silver seven times tried 1 the
fire, 1t rises cach time more bnlliant and more
worthy our esteem. Prior said

¢ Tt is like the ladder in the patnarch’s dream,
Ita foot on corth, its height above the skies,
Diffused its viriae, boundless in its power;
3Tis public health and universal,cure,

Of heavenly manua ’us a sccond feast

A nation’s food, and allto every taste.?
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MASONIC PRESS NECESSARY.

If, to an unprejudiced mind, it was requisite to
prove that the interests of Masonry would be sub-
gerved through the nstrumentality of a journal
devoted to its interests, the letter of Bro, Creigh,
published 1n another column of this paper, would
at ance afford the clearest évidence. -

‘Wae say, however, that Masonry, more than any

étlaec insitution, noedaa Pross, inersder to dissepi: |

nate Masonic information broadcast among its
members. The very character of the institution
developes the nced of a system of journalism, in
order to the enlightenmentof Freemasons on those
Eomts which are but famntly illustrated in the

odge-room, and necessanly so,both for the want of
tume and the want of ca[mcily in most Masters,
or their utter ignorance of Masonic priuciples and
uts prilosophy. But a system of journalism is not
only needed to teach the nuifermed, but also for
the purposes of intercommuntcation amony such a
wide spread fraternity. To an intelhgent or un-
prejudiced mind, no argument is needed to prove
the utility and necessity of & Masonic Press. But
that arguments are necessaty, shows that all Free-
masons are not tntelligent nor unprejudiced.  Pre-
judice, however, is.a stronyer fiend to intellectual
culture than ignorance. The man of strong pre-
judices is the determined foe to progress and ad-
vancement, not so the ignorant in all cases. But
the ignorant man imbued with prejudice—an im-
penetrable wall 1e there raised which the hzht of
heaven cannot penctrate § reasoning with hun 1s of
no avail. If all Freemasons were honest, they
would seek Musonic information where 1t was to
be had; but adesire for knowledge is, alas, too
much ignored, notwithstanding it was under that
pretence they were admitted into the Order, The
onty truthfuf tost of 8 Preemason’s sincenty is, in
tus applying himself to gain that knowledge which,
in his applieation for the mysteries of Musonry, he
declared was his desire. It1s plamn that the Fiee-
mason who does not apply limself to acquiring
Masonic information, gained his adimssion 1to the
Order under a faloe pretence. How many such
there are, the publishers of Masonic periodicals
best know snd to which the luke-warmness ot the
nany attest, It fs a self-evident pr _sition,
that the Freemazoy who does not subscr.bu fora
Masonic periodical, if only to make hicoself ac-
quainted with the current history of Masonry, bes
ted himself ia his convenant with the Craft, and
if that is not perjury, what 1s? 'T'bis may be con-
sulered strong language, -but there 1s no use n
mincing words, the truth hud better be told, even
if it is unpalatable. The few who do subscribe
forand read a Masonic journal, know best how
very useful and how very necessary Musonic pube
licatious are, and how much it 1s to the interest of
the Institution 1o heve a Masonic Press.
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ForeleN Masonic ITeus.

The Duke of Sussex was installed G. Master
of Knights Templar of England, at a Graad Con-
clave of Eme:rgency, 6th Aug., 1812,

The Duke of Kent, father of Queen Victoria,
was intiated 1n the * Logede 1’Uuion des Cavurs,”
at Geneva, Switzerland,

Marshall Massena was an Officer of the Grand
Orient de Pans and a member of the Supreme
Council of the 33d in France.

Marquis de Thome, & French nobleman, modi-
fied the system of the Rite of Swedenborg, is
1728, and introduced 1t into a Lodge at’ Avignon.

Adam’ was, unquestionably, a ¥reemason, ¢
we may believe the song of the fig-leat:

«Qur first father, Adam, deny it whocan,
A Mason was made assoon asa man ;

Aud o fig-teaf spron at first wore he,
In token of & jove to Masonry.”?

« A hypocritieal scoundrel in Athens, in-
scribed on his door, ¢ Let nothing evil ‘enter
here.”” Diogenes wrote under it, ¢ By what
door does the owner come in.”?

An old lady having heard thatthe ¢“mails®
were very uregular in the arrivals, remarked;
¢ It was just 80 1n her young day, no trusung
to any Qf| their words.”’

BEAUTIFUL COMPLIMENT,

_ Bro. L. V. Blerce, P. G. M. of Ohio, presented
tae' G.. Master of Canada with a Setting Maul,

made of the wood of an olive tree that graw es the.
¥6uit of Olives, ) o
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