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we learn that the Grand Orient of
France, at ite annual assembly held on
the 10th and four following days of last
month, by a large majority, adopted
the amendment to the Constitution
to which wo referred in our preced-
ing article. By & vote of 185 to 76,
Arxticle 1 of the Constitution of the
Grand Orient has been amended by
expunging therefrom the words,
“Hreemasonry is based upon the be-
lief of the existence of God, and the
immortality of the soul,” and adopting
therefor, ‘“Freemasonry is based upon
ahsolute liberty of conscience, and ‘la
solidarite humaine,”—an expression
for which we cannot find a corres-
ponding one in our own language.
‘The following addition was also made
to the article, (we give it in English:)
«It (Freemagonry) regards liberty of
conscience as the right of every man,
and excludes none on account of their
belief.” It is quite evident therefore
that the portals of Freemasonry in
France are now opened to the Atheist;
and he who denies the existence of
the Great Architect of the Universe
may, in that country, be a lMason,
but in no other; forifwill be the "uty
of all orthodox Grand Liodges throagh-
out the world to withdraw recognition
from this heterodox Grand Liodge, and
all hailing therefrom.

The following from the London
Freemason conveys an idea of the
manner in which this action of the
Grand Orient of France is treated by
our brethren in England;—

¢c Alea jacta est.” Yes, the Rubicon is

agsed, and the French Freemasons in

rand Orient assembled, have ¢ burpt”
their boats and their ‘bridges” with a
vengeance! By 135 lodges to 76, and by a
largemajority, the Grand Orient, in a most
noisy gathering, has taken out the ** Belief
in God” from the Constitutions, and hag
substituted for it ‘“La Solidarite Humaine,”
which may mean anything or nothing, and
which to English minds hag a most un-
practical' meaning. But so it is, and we
have now'to deal with & * fait accompli.”
We have received and resd Bro. Hubert’s
Claine d’ Union with deep.and heartfelt re-
get, thongh we are glaa to note that Bro..

ubert’ voted in ‘the minority, aud termiy
the vote ‘‘une grand faute.” We, remem.

bering Talleyranid’s. * mof,” are prepared
even to say ‘‘upe crime’-yes, n_orima
against Coamogolib_qn Freemasonry. What-
ever may be the results, ald we ianoyf’t‘;x:y
will be serious enough, for French Free-
masonry, their best friends can only: say,
“Tu a voulu, Georges Dandin,” though
they may be inclined to add, *‘Diable,
qu’allez vous faire dana cet'e galere?’ Ac-
cording o our views, the folly of the act ia
only equalled by its perversity. In the
face of a.powerful opposition, in the power
of virulent opponents, the Grand Orient haa
adopted a regolution, by a large majority,
which can only be productive to it of pres-
ent disaster, of future defeat. For in so
aoting it leaves its own vantage ground and
high position to descend into the stormy
arena of present turmoil and political pas-
sions. . The French Freemasons in promul.
gating a Earty cry a8 their motto, and refus.
ing to acknowledge the name of T. G. A. O.
T. U. in their Ccnstitutions, havs assumed
a position utterly without precedent in the
annals of Freemasonry, and most antagon-
istic to 1ts great and genial principles. How
can any Anglo.8axon Freemason enter a
lodge henceforth, in France or Belgium,
from which not only the Bible is banished,
but the governing laws of which no longer
retain the acknowledgment even of a Theis.
tic reverence for the Most High. Thus
the great foundation of Freemasonry is an-
dermined, its mighty a:d universal link
is rent in twain, We hardly like to-day
to go into the great questions, and the
certain consequences arising inevitably
from this, to our view, act of party spirié
and sunicidal folly, but we will recur to the
subject next week. We are anxious not to
do injustice fo the actual motives of those
who have bronght about this revolution in
French Freemasoary, but we cznnot be in-
gensible to the fact that under present cir-
cumstances the words and actions of French
Freemasons, as well as the position of the
Grand Orient of France, ceass to be de-
fensible by English brethren, who value
aright and love sincerely the great and
distinguishing principles of true Cosmopoli~
tan Freemasonry.
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Masonic Jurisprudence.

>

Jurisprudence is briefly defined as
the science of laww—the knowledge of
the laws, customs, and rights of men
in a state or eomniunity; Masowo
t jurisprudence is the knowledge of the
‘l,a,ws, rights, &c., of Masons as -

members. of = society.  Every
Mason, thersfore, shonld know some-
thing of - Masgonic -Jurisprudenca.
Questions affecting our rights and




