
TLHEB GRAND ORIBNT OFf FRANCE?. 1

we learn that the Grand Orient of
France-; at its-annuaI assembly held on
the lOthandfour foilloving days of last
month, by a large majority, adepted
the amendinent te the Constitution
to whieh ne referred in caur p9reced-
i.ng article. By a vote cf 185 to, 76,
Article 1 of the Constitution cf the
Grand Orient has been aniended by
expu.nging therefrom. the words,
"1Freemasonry is based upen the be-
lief of the existence of God, and the
immortality cf the seul," and adepting
therefor, IF reemasonry is basedl upon
absolute, liberty cf conscience, and 'la
selidarite humaine,"-an expression
for which we cannet find, a corres-
ponding oenu oui own language.
Thre foilowing addition was aIse made
te the article, (we give it in Englisir:)
"It (Freesnasonry) regards liberty cf
conscience as the right of every man,
and excludes none on account cf thiri
belief."y It is quite evident therefore
that thre portais cf Freemasonry in
France are now opened, te the Atheist;
ana ire who deonies tire existence cf
tire Great Architect of tire Universe
may, in that country, be a Iftason,
but in no otirer; for it will be the 7.uty
of ail ortirodox Grand Lodges thre agirh-
ont the norid te vitlidraw recognition
frem, this heterodox Grand Lodge, and
ail irailing tirerefrona.

Thre foilowing fromn the London
.Freemason~ conveys an idea of the
manner in which this action of the
Grand Orient of Firance is treatedl by
oui brethien in England;- I

",,Aea jacta est."' Yee, the Rubicon la
uaase. and the French Freernasons li

bèringTal1eyraùd'g "mot" are. prepaýred
even te, Bay .«uM. crima"-yes, a crime
againat Coinmopolitaxi FremasQnry. What-
eveY may be t he retuits,. âiIè! *e ýa-deY >h '
will be serions, enough, for French Fr"e-
mmonr, their beat f riendé eau only, say,
««Tu a voulu, Georges Dandin," though
they may be incliuéd to ada, ",DhAbfe,
qu'allez vous faire dans cet'e galere 2" Ac-
cording te our ýviewa, the folly of the aot ln
only equalled by its perveraity. lu thé
face o! apowerfu opposition, in the power
of virulent opponents, the Grand Orient has
adopted a resolution, by a large majority,.
which eal, only be Productive tt it of y>res-
eut disaster, of future defeat. For in se
acting it leaves ita owu vautage grouud and
higli position to descend into the stormy
arena of present turmoil ana political pas-
sions. . The French Freema ons in promu!.
gating a pat ry as their motte, and refus-
Ingý te acknowlCeage the name cf T. G. A. O.
T. U. in their Constitutions. have assiumeci
a position utterly without recedent in the
aunals cf Freemasonry, ang most antagn.
istic to, its great ana genial principles. Hlow
eau any Anglo.Saxon Freemason enter a
Iodge hencefortb, in France or Belgiuma
from. which not only the Bible is banished,
but the goenin laws of which, no longer
retain the >acékniowledgmeat evon of a Theis-
tic reverence for the Most High. Thua
the great foundation cf Freemasonry is un-
dermined, its xnighty a:-d universai link
18 rent in twain. We hardly like to.day
to go into the great questions, and the
certain consequences arising inievitably
£rom this. te our view, aot cf party spirit
aud suicidai folly, but we will recur te the
subject next week. Wle are anvions not te
do injustice £e the actual motives ef those
who, have brought about this revolution lu
French Freemasonry, but -we cannot ba in-
sensible te the fact that under present dir.
cunistauces the worda and actions of Frenchi
Freemasons, as well as the position cf the
Grand Orient cf France, cease to be de-
fensible by English brethren, who, value
aright and love siucerely the great and
distinguishing principles cf true Cosmo oli-
tan Freemasonry.p

?rand' Orient assembled, have «Iburpt"-
their boats and their "ýbridgea" with a Nasonie Jurisprudence.
vengeance ! By 135 lodges te 76, and by a ____

largeiajority, the Grand Orient, iu a meet
noisy gathering, has taken out the " «Belief Jurisprudence is briefly deflne a
lu God"' from the Constitutions, and has tire science cf lawv-the knowledge of
substituted for it "La Solidanite Humaine," thre Jans, eustems, and rigirtg cf men
which may nie anything. or nothing, and i. a state or comiity ; MàSONTO
which te English minds ha ' a moet un-
practicnlmeaniing. But se, it la,,aud we jurisprudence is -the knowledge of tire
have noWte, deal with a "14fait accompli." laws, rigirté, &co., cf Mdasens as.
We baàve reeivsdec 'and reacl Bro; Huboes meMberà. cf 'a Seciety. 'EVery

CI~ie.d~Jno~wth eep -and heartfelt're. Maten, therèfore, shenld know somle-
get, thongh vie are glaa tu goteL that Br. mgCI -f ania .Jurisprudenaco.

Hubeit' voted M'u the zlal*'n*rty, à~d tcri h' -o
the vote "une grand faute." Wve, remeni. Questions affecting out rights an&.
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