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ancient St. Dens Abbev. Thesc and
many others musit he looked at, in
Order "l to do 'aris I was Iortunate
enouagh alko ti %cc P.aras underground,
th:at is to visit the t aacormb)s and %ew-

ers. lioth we're exceedingly ma'terest mg,
epcallv thc lattcr. Thc nuamcrouas
company, for .Icrc werc probably
hlun(lrcds who saw through thcm ai
the sime time with me. werc convcv-
cd along wide assages bencath
whirh flowed th-- rcfuasc watcr, and
above, along tMc roof of which werc
the water pipes and telegrap>h wircs.
Vc rode first in small car; and then
in boats. Thc width and hcight of
the main sewer must be twelve or
fourteen feet, and onie expcriences
scarcely any unpleasant odour. Thus
ample provision is made, so far as
drainage is concerned, for the health
of the great city. Above too, with
the same end in view, as also to beaut-
ify, of late years magnificent boule-
vards have been created in all quar-
ters. Old streets have been widened
and magnificent six and seven storey
stone houses, many of them profusely
ornamented, have replaced simple
structures. But you will not need to
be told that Paris is beautiful-its
fountains, parks, and wide shaded
streets arc too well known to need
description. I saw somewhat also of
that other citv,one may call it, within
the walls of the beautiful pleasure-
loving capital, and yet so unlike it,
for its streets are narrow and its in-
habitants squalid and ever ready for
an insurrection. Barricades are prob-
ably now however, a thing of the past;
the wide and straight boulevards, rad-
iating from centres like the spokes of
a wheel are not made to suit them.
Much too is being done to elevate
the condition of these people by edu-
cation and a wise system of govern-
ment.

But my aim in going to Paiis was
not to see its sights so much as to im-
prove my knowledge of French. Liv-

ing thcre is dear, that is, one ran lave
chcaply whnci lie onlv knows low to
do it, 1but that as not ai first. 1oard-
ing in a private family is 'o expensive
that I ld not try it. I attcndrd a
nunber of le< tuires ai flc Sorbonne
and Collegc ei France. T'he former
is aI dcgree conicrring body or Unver
saty, il c latter is mcre-ly a hagher
tcac hing insi tution, whrrc lectures
are given on 2al l subjccts pertaiang to
a lhberal education, by þîr8fcssors paid
by hIe Statc. In hIe casc of b.>th in-
sitatuions cverything is gratiatous. I
attcnded sesctal e utrses of lectures ai
the (College de France. Quitc a num-
ber of foreigners wcre always present,
and I found the work there very
agreeable and instructive. Vhen I
first came to Paris I found some dif-
ficulty in understianding the language
though 1 could make my wants
known tolerably well ; I am glad to
say, however, that before 1 left I found
a great deal of improvement in my
knowledge of the language though I
could not fecl that I knew il at all
perfectly. Only a lengthened resi-
dence among the people and very
close study could accomplish that for
me, yet I had greatly bencfited my-
self. I was fortunate enough to get
an authorization to visit the public
schools, and afterwards the secondary
schools or Lycées. I somewhat cur-
sorily inspected about twenty-five of
the former, and several of the best of
the latter. By this means I not only
gained a pretty fair acquaintance with
the French School Syst em and man-
ner of teaching, but also had an op-
portunity given me of telling to their
teachers somewhat of our country and
its :chools. They were not, by any
means, universally ignorant about
Canada. Not unfrequently on intro-
ducing myself as a Canadian was I
greeted with " Oh, nous aimons beau-
coup le Canada." In these days when
France is displaying such colonial ac-
tivity it is not unnatural that she


