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fis of Canada, ihat many of the favmery
1ere have for yeurs past been growing wheat on
tesame lands, until as was once the cuse with
1 polatoe felds of the Svuth and West of
hnd, the soil has been seviously deteriorated
- jus productive powers. The change, there-
w, from the incessant eropping with one des-
jgtion of grain Lo the rolary system caused by
sintroduction of fiax-growing would benefit
esoil hardly less than it would advautage the
_ isator.
lihas been said that the labour ig still too
hin Canada to admit of any remarkable suc-
xin the growth of the article that requires so
+h attention during its culture; but those
wargue thus forget that the Canudian colon-
i the monarch of the soil on which he has
aied himself.  The land is his own property,
nhased direct from the Crown; he does not
tfealty to any landlord. Where he stands,
fin the limits of his farm, he is its chief;
1the exteut of local taxation does not exceed
‘aetional per-centage on the value of hisland.
2, 03 to the nominal price of labor, we grant
ifar above the value in this country. Asa
«¥, however, it may be stated that an able-
fdman will do as much work there in the
xeofa day @818 usually performed heve in
yanod a-half.  Agricultural energy is pushed
sith great spirit 3 in fact, the farmer and his
-aives seem to work with steam at high

e,
* then the Canadian flax-grower has so many
xnia his favor—if he has lands which con-
ol the elements sv peculiarly required for
food of the plant—we dv not gee why he
Jnot be able to produce a quahity of fibre
thwould fully remunerate him for his outlay
aterprise.  What with the recent improve-
isn the machinery for spinning yarn, and
rmarkable suceess that has attended the
tation of steam to the linen loom, there
_tobe no limut to the quantity of flax that
{beworked up in the United Kingdom,
_that lax produced in such amplitude and
‘thprices as would give full play to the
for the wear of linen ag the article of cloth-
For some years past, the supply of flax
winally been falling off in the country.
$3 there were 1,882,400 cwts, of foreign
mported, and 867,000 cwts. growing in
A Last year the imports only amounted
#4300 cwts., and the produce of Irish
% not exceed 650,000 ewts. While this
# wai going on in the sapplies of flax,
of cotton rose from 8;500,000 cwts. to
000 cwts; )
«Indid Flax Society had gone to work in
<amest, and we doubt not, will be able
shtelarye accessions to existing supplies ;
Jting all this, there will atill be & wild
Aoperdtions ; and'that field might be well
~  Were'thefarmers inthat eolony to
tallythrée hatidreéd thougabd acréd of

flax, every single stond-weight of the produce
could be worked up by Irish spindles alone.
We would request the special attention of spin-
ners, manfacturers, and bleachers to this subjest.
It is a vital one now, more than ever it was be-
fore, With the ports of France opening to us,
{?clgium will also take largely of our yarns and
inens,

The Hanse Town, with theiv half million 6f
people, took last year ten million yards of our
linen cloth; and Holland with its population
only equal to that gf the city of Loudon, took
three and a half million pounds of yarn. Other
States are following in the wake of these Free-
trade countries; but, to enable our capitalists to
take full advantage of the favorable opening for
yarns and goods, there must be » full supp?fox'
cheap maternal. Canada is now within nine
day's run of the Irish coast; facility of transport
is, conseqeuently, on the side of the enterprise ;
and, if the flaxspinners and merchants of Belfagt
and other seat of the manufacture join with- the
Canadian Gevernment in setting the thing afloat,
the project cannot fail of suceess. So far ag we
can learn from merchants conversant with the
subject in Canada, a3 well as from the Govern-
ment agent now in Ireland, the farmers require
little more than something like certainty; bit;
if they produce flax of a certain quality, they
will be sure of getting a ready market for it.

Numbers of North of Dreland farmers’ are
located in York, of which Tornnto is the capitak
these men will only reqmire & short education to
enable them to grow flax at least as well as their
relatives who still reside in the old country. If
{armers here can raise thirty-five to forty stones’
of clean fibre to the statute acre, Canadian get~
tleas will soon be able to take as much out of
their adopted soil.

Utility of Birds in Defending Farm Crops
" against the Attacks of Insects,

The harvest this season in Franee, it is'sdid,’
will fall much short of former averages; and'one.
of the principal causes assigned is the incredsing:
destruction of late years of the smaller kinds'of
birds, for the various forms of French cookéry:
It is well known that some kinds of birds in pay-
ticular feed on the larve of insects, which if'ak-
lowed 9 mature often prove injurions and’ som8="
times destinctive to the crops hoth of the fah’
and the garden. Tn matters of this kind nataxs.
has beneficiently established -a wise systemi-of:
self adjustment and compensation, whose’ e&H"”
omy it is anwise und often futally* ifjiriod"to

disturh, Rookeries in Europe have sometiried®

been complaingd of by the neighboring farmers



