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read last yenr, I will not recapitulate them. To
withdraw steam puwer fron us would be to
plun.ge this country into ignorance, poverty, and
disorganization. Agriculture ib onl> un thc
threshhold of thc use of steum power. She bas
never cheapened lier products, nur supplied the
wants of lier custunerb. It is no exaggration
L. expect that eýsry farin of 100 acres wNill g.ve
cmployment to four horses of steam power.
When this takes place, a lar¿e area of land used
to feed horses will be set free for the production
of human food. I also %enture to pr( liet that
great commercial companies ý ill be fo ind, N ho
will purchase estates, parcel them out n ith to-
pographical econumv, and connucet themîî with
the towns and cities, whose senage they will
econonise. We shall then see our agricultural
engines gliding along a line of rails from farm
to farm and city to city, drawiing the produce to
mnarket-cultivnting the farm. To se the pow-
erful monster drawn by four horses along the
common road is an insult to mechanical common
sense, and, could the engine si cak, N ould receis e
h's indignant condem.tion. When the luco-
njtie was inented, sonebody fouund means to
expnd £300,000,000 t, ma.ke a suitable ruad
fur it, and somebody wivll, some day, do the sanme
for steain in agrLulture. The future of Rritish
agriculture may be said to rest upon the sufli.i-
ent use cf that cheap untitin" poner whîicl las
gn en such an enorinous devtelopment to a1most
e cry branch of our national industry except a-
gricultuie. Steam, wlhether for cultivation or
for the manipulations necessary in a %nell con-
ducted homesterd, for draining the swamps and
irrigating the hills, and aboie all, for applying
town sewage to our pastures, greun uops, and
root crops, wiill become the sheet anchor of
Britisli agriculture ; and it is by this economy
thit the British faimer n ill be stingthcned in
hiý coipetition nith other corn produc'ng coun-
tries. That *reat man, Baron Liel ýg, las re-
vealed to us the mysteries of our subsoil-that
subsoil into which the Britibh plough bas never
yet penetrated. lis researches ràise a doubt
whether it is possible to manure the subsoil
through the cultivated top soil; if so which I
believe, how all important it must Le to brin ,
the manure, the air, and the subsoil into immed-
iate contact and admixture with the surface soil.
But, in any case, let us seek in our subsoil, by
means of steam, that treasure which the old far-
mer told his son to dig for.

Public Companesjor zrnproving Agricul-
ture.- Assuming and believing that great and
comprehensive improvements in agriculture vill
originate with public companies, I prognosticate
that a combined system of irrigation-town sew-
age irrigation-and railroad transit must form
an important feature of any great district opera-
tion. The principles of drainage, steam culti-
vation, covered buildings, steam machinery, &c.,
sö well understood by our agricultural engineers

and surveyors, would naturally form a porux
of every such improvement. "lBut," sad
farming feiend of mine, as we discusae t4
question of connecting farms and towns Pir4
"how cai yuu expect to do tlis ? Mr. -
So nould not listen to sueh a pro1 o.ition, 19
his landlord w ould nut like his fann altered a
cut about." I reply there is no cure fur rrejt
ice like a pul'i company and an Act of par
ment. At this very moment regardkas ot ff&
tions and prejudices in fai our of old reszdunc
and old customs, our new Lasilway Cumpau'.
are, by Acts of Parliamnent, levelling wtik
streets, and blocks of bouses, u eîlapping, oe?
mining, destiu) in, and recountructing, whîb
harlheartedness )et unknown to Briotsh la
holders, and British tenants. I hope th
ib fast apploaching when great associated ci>
panies of city muerebants and rith arnculturr-
vill expend enui mous sums in the purchasezï

reconstruction of estates, makin' thenm suke
'.ient tu the one grand ubject of an ecunomi
use of bteam poner for almost every farm
operation, ineluding sewage irrition.
shall then iut ha% e the mutification toku
that it is possible to carry coals at three Ld
ings a ton per mile, at 20 miles per houror'
railway (farmed at enormous cost, and stim; pu
ing Consuls interest to its shmareolder, ÈE
our fainm produce on the common road cusur
-d. pur mile, and crawls along at a snail'spa
When estates and farmeries baie been 3uj
prqved by public companies, fariners wii; [
found willing to pay a double or a tripledretnk
provided they see that buch increased rent og
represents a fair interest on the necessary impror
ments; and sucli estates, or portions of tls.
would readily find purchasers. We all W
that farners like to hold under public bo&.
(such as Charities, &c.), because their tenae
more secure, and they are more free frumpe
sonal or political interference or caprice t,
when holding under a single individual. Ia
no doubt that Parliament will some day.
facilitate the registrai.uenî and transferencet
exchange of lands, that public cumpanies
be found to deal with land imaprovements.
secms odd that, while hundreds of milliona
capital flow into almost every other cham
British or foreign, agriculture has not àa
dealt with, except lately, on a limited but lk
ficialscale, by the " Land Drainagie" and "l.
Improvement" Companes. When I suggo.
public companies, I mean that they should,
on a large scale and with immense resoure
that wbieh it would be impossible forindividai
to accomplish, and having made all necef
improvements, sell or let the various farmae
improved.

Land Drainage.-It would be au sult
thi Club to enter into details on this nOn
understood subject. Its influence on the qaat
and quantity of the food of the peOh


