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508 , Appendix.

wein called the Pernicious Isles. During the remainder of
this month, the weather continued very fine, and the winds

were chiefly from the east inclining to the north. In the

first week of May, several islands were discovered, which

Bougainville divided into two clusters, calling one the Archi-
pelago of Bourbon, and the other the Archipelago of the
Navigators. Some of them, it is probable, had been known

before, as the ascertained longitude corresponded tolerably
well with that which Abel Tasman gave for the isles of Am-
sterdam, Rotterdam, &c. Bad weather came on the 6th of
this month, and continued with scarcely any interruption
till the 20th, during which period, calms, rains, and wester~
ly winds were to be encountered. The situation of the ships
had now become very distressing. There was a scarcity of
water and wholesome provisions ; the scurvy broke out
among the crew, and several men were affected with vene-
real symptoms, the consequence, it is said, of infection got
at Otaheite. Hence it is asked, but by no means is the
affirmative reply distinctly asserted, if the English brought
it there? This subject has been discussed with tolerable
freedom in another part of this work, and need not be re-
sumed here. Such critical circumstances induced Bougain-
ville to use all possible speed in getling to some place of
refreshment, and of cowse materially interfered with his
plan of making discoveries.

On the 22d of May, two isles were observed, the most
southerly bearing from S. by E. to S.W. by S,, and seem-
ing to be about twelve leagues long, in a N.N.W. direc-
tion; the other bore from S.W. § S. to W.N.W., and ha-
ving heen first seen at day-break, was called Avrora. To
the former, in honour of the day, was given the name of
Jsle de la Pentecite, or Whitsun Isle. Bougainville attempt-
ed to pass betwixt these two islands, but the wind failing
him, he was obliged to go to leeward of Aurora. In get-
ting to the northward, along its eastern shore, he saw a -
little isle, rising like a sugar-logf, and bearing N. by W,
which he denominated Peak of the Etoile. He now ranged
along the Isle of Aurora, at about a league and a half dis-

- tant. It is described as about ten leagues in length, but
" pot more than two in breadth, with steep shores, and as

covered with waod. At two in the afternoon, when coast-
ing this isle, the summits of high mountains were perccived
over it, about ten leagues off, which belonged to another
island,
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