
wein calied the Pernicious Isles. During. the remainder of'
this month, the weather continued very fine, and the winds
were chiefly from the east inclining to the north. la the

first wee- of May, several islands were discovered, which
Bougainville divided into two clusters, caDinoone the Archi-
pelago orf Bourbon,. and the other the Archipelago of tbe

Navigators. Some of them, it is probable, had been knowa
before, as the ascertained longitude corresponded tolerably

well with that which Abel Tasman gave for the isles of Am.
taterdam, Rotterdam, &C. Bad weather came on'the 6th of
this month, and continued with scarcely any interruptioa

till: the Wth,, during which period, calais, rains, and wester-
ly winds were to be encountered. The situation of the ships

bad now become very distressing. There was a scarcit of
water and wholesoine provisions ; the scurvy broke out
amorig the crew, and several men were affected with vene-

ireal symptoms, the consequence, it is said, of infection got
at Otaheite. Hence it is asked, but by no means is the

affirmative repl distinctly asserted, if the English brought
it there. This subject bas bëen discussed with tolerable

freedotn in anothéir part of this work, and need not be re«P
sumed here. Such critical circumstances induced Bougainffl
ville to use all possible speed in getting to soine place of

refreshment, and of course mat rially interfered with bit
plan of making diseoyeries.

On the 22d of May, two, isles were observed, the most
eoutherly bearing from S. by E. to S.W. by S., and seerni-

ing to be about twelve leagues loi g in a N.N.W. direc-
tion; the other bore from S.W. S. to W.N.W., and ha-

been iirst seen at day-breah, was called Aurora. To
the former, in honour of the day, was given the name of
Me de la Pentecôte, or Whitsun Isle. Bou<-,rainville attempt.

ed to pass betwïxt these two islands, but the wind failing
bim, lie was obliged to go to leeward of Aurora. In get.

ting to the northward, along its eastern shore, lie saw a
littie isle, rising like a augar-IM«, and bearing N. by W.

wbich he denominated Peak of the Etoile. He now ranged
along the Isle of Aurora, at about a league and a half dis-

tAnt, It îs described as about ten leagues in length, but
mot mûre than iwo in breadth, with steep shores, and as

covered with wood. At two in the affernoon, when coeut-
ing this isle, the summits of bigh mounta'ins were perceived
over it, about ten leagues off, Nyhich belonged to another

island,


