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thought, — a character of abstraction, ill suited
to the indulgence of levity; and the little con-
versation that passed between them was in a
low and serious tone. It was evident some
powerful and absorbing dread existed in the
mind of each, inducing him rather to indulge
in communion with his own thoughts and im-
pressions, than to communicate them to others.
Even the governor himself had, for a moment,
put off the dignity and distance of his usually
unapproachable nature, to assume an air of
unfeigned concern, and it might be dejection,
contrasting strongly with his habitual haughti-
ness. Hitherto he had been walking to and
fro, a little apart from the group, and with a
hurriedness and indecision of movement that
betrayed to all the extreme agitation of his
mind. For once, however, he appeared to be
insensible to observation, or, if not insensible,
indifferent to whatever comments might be
formed or expressed by those who witnessed
his undissembled emotion. He was at length
interrupted by the adjutant, who communicated
something in a low voice.
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