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This resolution, which did not assume a positive shape
for some time afterwards, was a capital error, and
one which some were to expiate with their lives, others
with: sufferings and privations and contumely scarcely
preferable to death.

It was not sufficient for Sir F. B. Head and his
friends to pursue one of the two parties into which the
country was divided with injustice ; they were not-less
ready to assail them with personal calumny. The
Tory press asked, “ Who is Wm. Lyon Mackenzie ?”
e And then they proceeded to give their own answer.
| The Celtic blood boiling in his veins, at the personal
insults offered, Mr. Mackenzie replied in terms that
cannot be characterized as either temperate or dis-
creet.* The fiery words, he used under the excite-
ment, can hardly be held to express more than the
exasperation of the moment ; and if they did not fall
‘harmless, it was because the government of Sir F. B.
Head had inclined the people to hsten to desperate
counsels.

# «Small cause indeed,” he said, ¢ have Highlanders and the descendants
of Highlanders to feel a friendship for the Guelphic family. If the Stuarts
had their faults, they never enforced loyalty in the glens and valleys of the
north by banishing and extirpating the people; it was reserved for the Bruns-
wickers to give, as a sequel to.the massacre of Glencoe, the cruel order for de-
population. I am proud of my descent.from ‘s rebel race; who held bor-
rowed chieftains, a scrip nobility, rag money, and national debt in abomina-
tion. And notwithstanding the doctors’ late opérations with the lancet, this
rebel blood of mine will always be uppermost. Words cannot express my
contempt at witnessing the servile, crouching attitude of the country of my
choice. If the people felt as I feel, there is never a Grant or Glenelg who
crossed the Tay and Tweed to exchange high-born Highland poverty for sub-
stantial Lowland wealth, who would dare to insult Upper Canada with the of-
ficial presence, as its ruler, of such an equivocal character as this Mr. what do
they call him Francis Bond Head.”
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