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early days of the century. Mackenzie and Thompson both
noticed it and both concluded that the objective point being
the river Mississippi, the line would eventually be run with
a view to, its terminal definitions, the Lake of the Woods
and the Mississippi. In 1806, the United States Govern-
ment sent out two Exploring Expeditions into its
acquired territory of Louisiana ; -one of them, in charge of
a Mr. Zebulon Pike of the American army, ascended the
Mississippi, and crossed from thence -to Lake, Superior.

Here are -his remarks upon the boundary-line. 'Il The
admission of this pretension--' (the terminal point at the
river Mississippi) ll will throw out of our territory the
upper portion of Red River, and 'early, two-fifths of the
territory of Louisiana; whereas if the-'line is run due west
from the head of the Lake of the Woods, it will cross Red
River nearly at the centre," and strike the Western Ocean
at Queen Charlottes Soun ' d. This difference of opinionit

is presumed, might be easily adjusted between the two
Governments at -the present day ; but delay, by unfolding

the true valise qf flie country, may produce difficulties which
do not now exist."

The italics are mine.
Zebulon Pike has long pa'ssed to, his Puritan fathers.

Twelve years after he had visited the shores of Lake Supe-
rior, and long before our Government knew "Il the value of
the country" of which, it was discoursing, the matter *as

arranged to the entire satisfaction of Pike and his coun-
trymen. They held tenaciously to, their end, the Lake of

the Woods; we bastened to abandon ours, the Mississippi
River. AU this is past and gone ; but if to-day we. write
Fish, or Sumner, or any other 'of the many names which
figure in boundary commissions or consequential - claims,
instead of tbat of Zebulon * Pilke, the change ofsignature-
will but sli,&htlv affect the ebaracter of the document.


