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and scornful of appearances, the opposite
schooling of an old-fashioned Down-East
training, the rough experiences of engineer
and frontier life have made him so downright
that he is apt to be appalling to ordinary
mortals, Though between fiffy and sixty

years of age, hair and beard now white, no
yýungster in his party will plunge into the

gnmmest mountain ranges with as little thought
of commissariat or as complete a contempt
of danger, and no Indian will encounter fa-
tigue or famine as stoically. * Hard, as nails

himself, he expects others who take service
with him to endure hardness; and should there

be shirking, he is apt to show his worst side
rather than be guilty of what he has scorned
as hypocrisy in others. He fitted out at Kam-
loops for his first attempt on the Selkirks.
The wonder is that he did not start with rifle
,on shciulder and a'piece of pork in his pocket,
two or three Indians perhaps carrying blank-
ets and a few fixings; for at that time he
thought that a gun ought to feed a party.
He does not think so now. Man can have
but one paradise at a time. If he goes into
the mountains to hunt, he can do that; if to
prospect, he can do that, with a slightly dif-
férent outfit; - îf to, discover a pass or -to get
through to a given point by a given date, he

may or may not succeed,-but it is quite cer-
tain that he cannot 1 combine the three char-.

acters, or even two, on the one expedition.
A bear or caribou may lead you miles fiom
your course; and if yoif shoot him, your In-
dians have a capital excuse for delay, while they
regaid the meat as simply so much kitchin
to their stock of pork and bacon.

*The Major and his nephew, Mr. Albert
Rogers, hiring at Kamloops ten Shuswap In-
dians from the -Roman Catholie Mission to
carry their packs, earted in April to force their

way to the east They succeeded in reaching
the -ore of the Selkirk range, by following the

east fork of the Ille-Cille-Waet; but, like
Moberly on the north fork, they got only to a

tul de sac, and their packs having become
ominously light, they - heavy with the con-

scibusness of failure-came to the conclu-
sion that retreat was inevitable. Before
retracing their steps, however, they climbed
the divide to see if any break comId be detected
in the range. Yes; a valley appeared in the
directioâ of an unexplored little afRuent of
the Ille-Cille-Waet, and, apparently connected

with itia, depression extending to the east.
Everywhere else, all around to the horizon,

nothing but 41snow-clad desolation." The
result of five or s'lx weeks'endurance of almost
intolerable misery was this gleam of hope.

Our journey enabled us to, understand what
lhey must have sufféred. The underbrush is
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of the densest, owing to the ceaseless rain,
Black flies or mosquitoes do their part un-
weariedly. What-with fallen timber of enor
mous size, precipices, prickly thorns, -beave,
dams, marshes full of fetid water to be wadec
through,- alder swamps, lakelets surrolinde(
by bluffs so steep that it would almost puzzlt
a chamois to get over or around them, we ha(
all we wanted of the Ille-Cille-Waet and tht-
Eagle Pass. .But they had started too earl,

in the season. The snow was not only deep
but it was melting and rotting under spriný
suns and rains, and therefore would not bea
their weight. Down they sank at every step
and often into the worst kind of pitfalls. A
first their loads were so heavy that they hai
to leave part behind, and then, after campin--
early, return wearily on their tracks for th
second load. The Indiàns would have de
serted them a dozen times over, but the Majo

had arranged with the 'Mission that if the-
returned without a certificate they were to ge
a whipping instead of good pay. Nothing bu

pluck kept them pegging away; but in spit
of all they failed that year. The following, Ma
the Major made his attack from the other sid
of the range, and again he was unsuccessfu

Swollen torrents and scarcity of suppliE
forced him back to his base, at the poir -

where the Kicking Horse River joins th
Columbia. On this occasion, had it not bee
for the discovery of a canoe, he and his part
would have starved. Sorely against their wi

he had put them on half rations, but he gla(
dened their hearts one morning by announcin
that it was his birthday, and producing a litt,

sugar to sweeten their tea.
Northing daunted, he started again tF

same summer, in the month of July, frôm à
same base, and succeeded. Proceeding u

the valley of the Beaver, a large stream. thz
enters the Columbia through an open cafiol
and then following the course of one of î

tributaries appropriately called Bear Cree]
he at length found the long-sought-for pas
He saw the mountain from, the summit ç
which the year before he and his nephew ha
noticed the depression extending to the eas

Not content while anything remained undon
he made for the Ille-Cille-Waet, and followir

it down to the north fork, ascended it to
to ascertain if its head-waters would conne
with a tributary of the Beaver, and so perha

afford something better ; but nothing bett(
or rather nothing at all, was found. The S(

kirks have only one pass, but it is better &
the western sIopçý of the main chain by t--

Kicking HorseýJ And an American has h. î
the honor of finding that one on behalf
Canada! All honor to him!

Compared with our experiences down t'
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