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PASSING COMMENT

(Richard L. Pdcoék\,

At the present time, two f‘mshosﬁng- ac-' ‘

cidents. at least having already been reporte
in the papers for the season on the coast, it
may be of interest-to print a few.extracts from
the game law of the State of Washington, just
across the line, where conditions are somewhat
similar to those obtaining here, These laws
provide as follows: “Every person who, while
hunting any game or other animals or birds,
shall shoot another, shall .be guilty of assauit
in the second degree, and be punished by im-
prisonment in the Htate Penitentiary for not
more than ten years or by a fine of not more
than a thousand dollars, or by beth. « . -
“Every person who shall aim any gun, pis-
tol, revolver or other firearms, whether loaded
or not, at or toward any human being; or who
shall wilfully discharge any firearm, airgun or
other weapon, or throw any deadly missile in
a public place; or in any place where:any per-
son might be endangered thereby, although no
injury result, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
“No minor under the age of fourteen shall
handle or-have in his possession or under his
control;-except while accompanied by or un-
der the immediate charge of his parent or guar-
dian, any firearm of any kind for hunting or
target. practice or for ‘any other purposes.
Every person violating any of the foregoing
provisions, or aiding or knowingly permitting
any such minor to violate the same, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor.” etk
Qther wise . regulations .under this act,
which we might with advantage copy in this
Province, make it unlawful to hunt without a
license’ whether resident or non-resident, and
create a ““State Fund,” which shall be used only
for the protection and propagation of game ani-
mals, game birds and game fish in the state.
The act further provides that “all moneys-re-
ceived and all fines collected under this act;
shall. be paid to the treasurer of the county,in
which the suit, action, or proceeding shall haye
been commenced ,and placed by him in the
game protection fund to be used for the protec-
tion and propagation of game in said county.
The objection has been raised to the impo-
sition of a bag limit-in this country that it
would be very difficult to enforce; even if this
is truer of such a provision than of any other
provision of the game laws, that is ne reason
why it should not go upon the statute books—
merely an excuse from those who do not want
to see it made law. Washington State recog-
nizeés no 'such insurmountable difficulty, and
has bag limits on-everything. .. ....... -
We need a bag limit here badly?
sportsmen of the Island are goo
but there are alwvays a few black shee
community, and the. selfishness’ and® lust
of the. few” must be curtailed by law, for they
have no 'shame. As a matter of fact, although
I have been at some pains. to try and hear of
any outrageously large bags made by individu-
al guns on the ‘opening days, I have heard of
very few: indeed, although undoubtedly -very
large bags of grouse have been taken off some
of the islands ‘where shooting s over ‘privately:
held land, whi¢h is strictly preserved and ‘not
shot over day in and day out throughout ‘the
season. Reports were current that'd s¢andal-
ously big bag had been made on the opening
day at Cowichan Lake, but enquiries failed to
produce any proof of anything but a fairly
good :number .of grouse per gun.in that dis- -
trict, and, from what I can hear, I doubt very
much if any one man shot there more than
could 'by ‘the most prejudiced be called a_fair
sportésman’s bag. : Stk 2
I 'have-taken the trouble also to examine as
many -birds killed: by- sportsmen as I got op-
portunity to do, and have as yet only seen one
bird that could by any stretch of the imagina-

tion be called too small to be ready for the gun

portsmen,

of a gportsmian, - C T SRR
I think that if we had a bag limit, limiting
the bag not only for the day, but for the week
and .for:the season, we need have Tittle fear for
the stock of game for many years to come.: A
license, a bag limit, and the tag system, adopt-
ed it Maine and other places; to help ensure the
lawful. ebservance: of the bag limit, would- go.a
very long way indeed towards giving adequate
protection not only to the game but also to the
human beings who at present venture abroad’
in the woods: at the risk of their lives A few
more salaried wardens to help see to the en-
forcement of the law would also bé welcomed
by us all, and their salaries could easily be paid
out of a /Provincial .Fund raised:from /the
licenses, and whatever fines-might ‘be inflict-
ed for infractions. Amateur game wardens
have been tried and found to be a failure; pro-
fessionals are what are wanted, and those ap-
pointed this year have shown in the short time
they have been-in office that they ¢an do: more
in a month or two than the amateur “specials”
have ever accomplished in many years, .« = *
b 1S e B R
‘Tis the “special” with the little -badge of tin,
Has a pull in poaching over other men:
“nsearched, a pheasant hen he can bring in
Undetected, and he does it—now and then.
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are now there in considerable numbers, many

goed fish having beeén killed there by. visiting
anglers. St G s 2 48 ‘

' - ' BEAR HUNTING IN RUSSIA

—

7 Having tfaveled as far north in Eastern Fin-

land ‘as the' railway could take me, I com- '
dging arrangements

menced' to' make my sle
complete. With a light heart I left .the mod-
ern means of communication behind and em-
barked upon a sledge ride of 300 miles through
Finnish and‘'Russian Karelia. “Night and day
the sledge moved on, stopping-only when the
horses wanted fodder or rest. One can make

oneself fairly comfortable in the bottom of a .

stedge,’ protected ‘by bear and elk skins. ‘1
even preferred to sleep for a couple of nights
in the sledge; in spite of the thermometer show-
ing 25.degrees Centigrade of frost, rather than
take refuge in the cottage on the roadside
where we had pulled up. ;
I was lucky erough on my upward journey
to:secure a couple of firstrate fellows as
drivers, with horses, fodder, and sledges for
the whole trip. as well as.a young clerk or in-
terpreter. My equipment consisted of ‘some

provisions, three large demijohns with ‘concen- -

trated spirit (of which more by and bye), Haa-
“pavesi ski, a'smooth-bore double-batrelled gun,
and a Mauser rifle. 3

On we went across the large ice-bound

lakes and through the vast-Finnish-forests-to-
wards the Russian frontier. Snowstorms gave
us a good deal of trouble;'it was impossible to
discern the narrow road, and we often had to
lift the sledges through high drifts. -Esﬁecially
on the lakes it-was a difficult task to pick one's
way on dark nights with a. violent snowstorm
right in our faces. - ... e ’

We reached the first Ryssian village in the
middle of the night, and Having made a suffi-
ciency of noise, we wete let into the’heated,
crowded house.” The'samovar was-at once re-
sorted to, and, having had some tea and given
an account of ourselves and the object of our
journey, we laid “cursely
and slept. The whole ‘village assembled to
have a look at the strangers; and the difference
between Finnish'civilization and the Russian’s
lack of this commodity ‘at’ once manifested it-
self in a most striking manner. Nevertheless,
there is a certaim picturesqueness about them;
the women, all remarkably ugly, dressed in red,
and the men in coarse vodmel, with sheepskin
coats and felt boots, the old men with long

whife hair reaching to the shoulders and a

beard a foot long found a ruddy face with blue
blinking eyes—real Kalevala and Kantele sing-
er _types. : ; 3

And now for ‘the bears. The first of these

had during the earlier part of the winter had its"

lair not far from the village, but it had been
disturbed and hit by a Fininish gentleman. The
bear, however, had again been “ringed” some
thirty miles to the northeast of ‘the place. we
were.at, and close to a larger town. The next
day I proceeded to the neighborhood of the
lair, finding quarters for the night in’ the cot-
tage of one of the “ringers.” = ' e T

.. The bear was said to be a vicious one,
which during the previous summer had killed
five cows and I know not how many sheep,
besides having a fight with another bear, which
he killed and ate, in proof of which some frag-
ments of skin and claws had been found'in the
forest. e o CENEEY e Sy :
_ . There was only one specimen of firearms in
the village, an old ' flint-lock musket, which

must have been.at least a hundred years old,.

and had been the death of many a bear. -

"~ 'The ring was 'about ten versts distant, and
our ski soon took us there. It was quitée small,
and comprised a close pine thicket, where the
ski every moment caught’in low willows cov-
ered by the snow, or in branches from trees
blown down. . There was a profusion of snow,
and one could only see some 20ft. or 3oft.

ahead.

_The track of the bear, partly covered with.

fresh snow, was.seen in many ‘places, and
amidst much excitément we crawled about in
the close thicket and under the ‘fallen trees,
where we at’any time might come upon the

bear. ~ The Russians only carried Spears and.

axes. Suddenly one of the dogs gave tongue.
I let go the other dog, and all at once thg
silence of the forest became the scene of noise
and strife. The bear kept trying to hit.the
dogs with expanded paws, and viciously work-
ed and snapped his-jaws. The dogs, too, be-
came more and more furious, and kept going
for the bear, apparently rushing right into his
open jaws; in order, however, only to beat a
hasty retreat, howling from rage and pain. , '
. Suddenly the bear gave a loud roar and

jumped from his lair.  As the foérest was miich
too close to allow of any pursudt on, ski, I
‘gave him at once a shot behind the ear, which
did for him. The men hurrahed and shouted,
“Hyoo lycko! (Good liick).” We pulled him
by united efforts to the village and were back
o R e e
‘We were soon surrounded by.a large crowd,

talking and gesticnlating and making,a noise,
s “‘"‘L}’Russ?aﬂ; can 338’

‘with Southerst anima-

£

//tion,.in spite of the.hi'gfivila_.t:tuﬂe.“ Tt was net,
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means of wooden spoons of_ various . shapes,
was administered to all present, irrespective of
sex’and ‘age. o G e

.~ In the-meantime.my Finn had quietly. pack-
ed the sledges and harnessed the horses, and
when the fete was at its climax I shook hands
with my host and bid them all geod-by, the
company following us some distance, running
in: the snow and shouting, “Kiotokse, kiotakse,
byoo herra, lycko pa .reise!” (Thank ‘you,
thank you, good master; a happy journey to
you—the last four words are Scandinavian,

‘which :are often used in these parts) and we

galloped down the hill

! ‘and on to the ice of an-
OtREEINRE. 1< e Lol BT R
. Our, cicerones; the riligers of the. next bear,
also officiated’ a8 dfivérs, Bnd at a‘rattling pace
we made for the next village, which we reached
before dark. k. el on-ny ski; and’in
the eveming the girls danced a peculiar’dance,
not unlike a ‘quadrille; " The ‘ring was sohie -
twenty ‘miles distant. It was a female bear
with some two or three hali-grown youngsters
—a good. find; in fact, ‘We were up. before
dawn, and after a breakfast of tea and boiled
fish: we took to our ski,-and set out. It was cold, -
28 degrees Centigrade of frost, a clear, high at-
‘mosphere; and the ski run through;the almost
primeval forest was magnificent. Fresh tracks

-~ of lynx, of wolf, wolverine, and wild reindeer

bore witness of an interesting animal life,

As we were likely.to have a busy day, I de-

cided to make.straight for the bears, the lair of -
which was accurately known. “Now we are
fifty fathoms from.the.lair,” said one of the

riigers when we at noontinie reached the shore

through it T could distinctly seeithe coat of a

bear.. Owing to the warmth of the:lair, an ice .

crust had formed round the hole, frem which a
slight vapor emanated. ;I took stock. of the sit:
uation.' The ringer and the Finn stood clese to
me, but -the rest made-roundabout, ready to
make tracks if found advisable. R

* - The first thing to be.done was to waken up
the bear. “Get thee updi Get thee up ! shout-
‘ed, the ringer, poking.at her with his. ski‘staff,
without it having any effect. The dogs were
let loose, and at once began to show that they
were quite ready for thé fray, sending forth the
merriést music possibles: The dogs grew more
and more audacious, until the bear got hold of
one of them, and the-poor dog began to yell -
in a most distressful ner. I.was making up
my. mind to shoot ¥hesbear in the lair in order.
to.save the dog, when.the latter rushed out,
bleeding from the nose and back, and the same
moment the bear jumped out, right in $ront of
the 'Finn, at only 4ft. distance. I fired at once
at' the ear, which made her furn towards. me,
Another shot in the same place; still:she came
rushing on.” I seizéd my Mauser and gave her
two mote shots, with the result that she feli
right in front of my ski.  Had I mot had my
Mauser in reserve, things might have taken an
unpleasant turn; for my ski were firmly caught
and I could not possibly have got away in the

the two.young bears-and place them in a hay
shed,  and no sooner were they liberated than
they: flew at each other and had a fair fight.
They were. brisk enough, and I had hoped to
bring them back alive to Sweden. I managed
to get them as far as Finland, and they ate well
enough ; but they were so vicious, and bit them-
selves, for want of other victims, in the fore-
paws, so they had to be shot. In the meantime
we had made a fire in the shed (which.was
used in the fishing and haymaking time). The
fireplace was of the usual kind in these build-
ings, an oven made of stones, without any
.chimney, so the smoke has to make its escape
through the deer and other openings: Dur-
ing the firing up one has to lie down so:as not
to be suffocated by the smoke; but when; the
fire has spent itself the door and shutters are
_closed and: the hot-stones givefa*pkmht,{‘cﬁm-
fortable heat. = At the light from some pine
sticks we roasted bear’s liver and heart, which
tasted exceedingly well, and of which wé par-
*took with ‘a glorious appetite.  This “could
hardly be wondered at, as'1 had not tasted food
since my fish breakfast at dawn. Whilst the
bears were being skinned and the coffée. pot
was merrily singing, wé discussed the events of
the day, until one after the other grew silent in
that sound sleep which is the privilege of the
tired hunter.—P. M. in The Field. :
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HOW A SALMON SULKS *

P £ ;s.possilgle'td"fis}i' a shallow, rapid-run-

~ning river like the Aberdeenshire Dee for.a life-

time, ‘and:never”be troubled by a sulkifig sal-

..of a.lake covered with a close thicket. “We:ad- .mon. . To such a fisherman the present letter
vanced cautiously ; the ringsr pointed to‘a'small-* ;
_hole’in the 'snow, ‘which T ‘approachied; “and:

will'be of mere-acadenicinterest ; but to others,

swhose lines fall on heavier -and more :slaggish

wateérs, it-may be interesting to know just how
a salmon sulks. And I fancy that, owing to
the more. or less turgid nature of even our
clearest. streams,  there are few who can, like

. the wtiter, boast of having seen the thing done.

How I became acquainted with the doing of it
was .as follows: I was fishing a river in Ice-
land; and the Icelandic rivers are as clear as

. gin at:all times—at any rate the ones I have

fished. ' Thé reason of this is that there is"no
soil to.speak of, and the rain falling on the lava
carries: with- it.into ‘the river practically no
detritus. Upon:the river in question there was
a pool-of over  hundred yards in length and
about thirty-five yards in breadth. 'On the'one
'side-of ‘this pool there was a perpendicplar
bapk some 10ft. high; on the other side the pool
‘gradually shoaled to a gravel bank. The water
under. the high bank was some 10ft. or r12ft.
deep, and, as I have said, absolutely clear,
while the current ‘was sluggish. Just at the
head sof-the pool -a tiny brook, about a yard
across, had cut its way at right angles through
the high:-bank, and formed the one place where
a deseent-from -that bank could be made to the
river. - It was here that'the salmon almost in-
variably took. They were—at any rate all that
I came across—of exactly the same size, and
scaled within an ounce of each other, 12lb. The
moment you had hooked a fish from the mouth

close thicket. Without ski I could not-hiave got \of the little brook in question you retired up

there, as the snow was waist deép. The moral,
therefore, is: always have:an extra gun when
bear- hunting single-handed, or, rather, when
being the only shooter.. - - ;

I had hardly time to'reload before one. of the
youngsters rushed out and disappeared in the
thicket. I at once gave orders to close the lair,
and hastened after the young one, and within a
few minutes I_had him:at 30 metres distance,
and killed him with a Mauser bullet.

- Having returned ‘to the lasr, T heard the
vicious growl of the young bear as he tried to
get out, T wanted to take himialive, and with
‘a rope brought for the purpose'we made a kind
of 1asso, and, after many unsuccessful attempts,
we ‘at last managed to throw. the lasso round
his neck and one forelég. ‘He was hauléd out
and tied to ‘a big birch "tree; up which he
climbed as far as the rope would let ‘him,
growling and snorting whenever anyone '‘ap-
proached him. We now took breathing fime
and inspected the two dead béars. The old fe-
male was a very good Specimen, ‘with a’ long,
brownish black coat.: The young ones had the
_same color, and they were evidently last years, -
consequently a .year old. But perhaps thére
was another bear in the lair? The dogs did not
seem anxious to go down again, but lay licking
their wounds, which luckily were not very seri-
ous. I took a ski staff and poked into ‘the lair.
It touched something soft, but whether an old
bear or another young: one of course I could
not tell. . In-any case, he refused to be drawn,
so we had to work the lair from the back with
long ' poles. ‘At last-we. could see that it was
another youngster. I laid-down:my gun, and
with' the' rest -of the-rope we canght him in
much the'same way as the other.. He was more
shy andvicious than the first we had caught,

.-and of:a-greyish, light brown color—a so- .
. called:silver bear—confirming the fact that this
*color variety may be found ini the same litter as

the ordihary brownish-black bear.

~ .. /The day wore.on, and‘it was time to think

of .quarters .for the night. - All- the four bears
were-tied by the feet and. flung across young
ﬁige“treps,, the ends of which rested: upon the

shoulders of the men, and thus heavily laden
we . began . our toilsome ‘homeward = march

through the forest, the last rays of the setting

sun gilding the top of the highest trees. It was
ress as in Indian-file we advanced in

wastes, carrying the dead

the latter now .

nge. of the cold-

en we reachtd an old |
lding, where we were going to put
‘the night. My first care was to loosen -

the brook a yard or sa,. and were thence en-
abled to reach the top of the bank. From that
moment every movement of the fish was visi-
ble to you.

:He" looked in the clear water a strange,
metallic blue, and you could even see the jun-
gle cock’s feather in-his cheek many yards
away. If lightly hooked you might see him
rush to -the-surface and savagely shake his
head; if you had a:firm hold on him you would
see his every motion‘as he took off some thirty
or.forty yards ofiline, and you could even see
how he:steadied himself before making another
rush. 1:had checked 'such ‘a fish as this, and
had reeled him in till he was almost under my
rod point, when suddenly he sulked.  And this
is how he.did it. He dived down until his nose
was on the ground, and brought his tail up per-
pendicularly. You may have noted a salmon,
just sheltered from the full force of the stream,
keeping his nose against it by the strong wav-
ing motion. of his tail.. On-end that salmon,
and.you have his exact action when he sulks.
So. plumb was he_beneath me that I had to
move a little back to prevent his tail striking
the line, though I am confident that he had no
thought of doing this, but that he took up that
position because so and no otherwise could be
effect absolute immovability. How I longed
for my camera, so that I might have put on
record his exact position |'Of course,.there was
nothing to be done but to keep as big a strain
on him as one dared and tire him out. At last
he could retain his pérpendicular position no
longer; and, ‘dragged from the bottom, he
showed his_side, and, descending to the level
of the river by the little brook, I had the clip
into him. "And I knew for the first time in my

life how a salmon sulks.—J. o

~PUNISHING THE PUPPY

’gfyt how and where qﬁd when the puppy is
punished for committing a crime of budding
doghood and doing what he knows is wrong, is

& matter. of some import to both- the owner -

and the puppy; if he is in training. A dog is

" in training at any time and any place in which

he is being taught something that his master
wants him to fully understand. Most bird dog
puppies are never taken to the field before they
are old ene‘ugh to understand a few commands.
“Gome-here,” ‘‘Lie down,” and “Go to the ken-
nel,” are all part of his training.. . -

... The amount a dog is expected to know de-
pends upon the man who owns him. Usually
the more human brains that are mixed in with
_his traniing the fewer will be the commands
given the puppy to learn. Puppies are a great

Sportsman’s Calendar

SEPTEMBER
"Best month for salmon trolling; Cohoes
running. Trout-fishing.
September 15—Opening of season on
Vancouver Island for shooting grouse,
ducks, snipe, and deer,

deal like children. Some of the things they
learn today that are not right they will have
forgotten by tomorrow. And, perhaps, there
will come a néw bad hdbit that may stick for
the same length of time. Punishment must be
given with a great degree of care. To spoil
the disposition of a puppy is very easy. To
punish an-old dog for an offense that was com-
mitted in the intenseness of his work for you
will spoil him for life. That old saw about the
dog that is old not being able to learn new
tricks is all mush. Go to any professional
trainer and he will tell you so.
something all the time. Tt is ‘well to begin
the handling of the puppy so that a stern word
or gesture or scowl of the face will show him
that you are displeased. A dog that is natur-
ally bold will be punished as much by this sort
of puni#hment as one that is very timid. It is
all a' matter of starting the training with him.
The ideal punishment for a lapse in discip-
line is one that can be administered invisibly,
yet yproperly, while the dog  is in the act of
breaking over his rules and regulations.

" But this example cannot be applied in
working with the bird dog. A bird dog breaks
over when you least expect.it and yod are gen-
erally Gut of reach of him. - And if you were
within réach arid lambasted him thoroughly he
would be afraid of you for a.month: Better
take a cord along with you, say a hundred feet
long; and-put ‘a choke collar on his end of it if
he persists in getting from under control. Be-
fore trying-him en bird work at ‘all .let him
point sparrows and grass birds while he is.run-
ning with you, and then when he is drawing
tp on them command him to “Down.” \f you
are insistent he will stop before he flushes any
bird, and wait till you send him.in to raise it.
Then make him go down again. ‘He should
drop to shot and .wing every time, and-this,
with going down, will make him nearly a:bro-
ken dog. I consider the “Down’ part’ of a
puppie’s training the most important part. If

~his “Down” is thoroughly drilled into him by
word and an uplifting of the hand with the

}épalm open toward him, he will stop” whe
“d

owned if he tries to flush before commande

to, and can thus be controlled if he breaks e
shot or wing. This “Down” command is no-
thing but the old-fashioned “Charge;” but as
we no longer stop to charge a gun we change
the command to the more convenient and sen-
sible one of “Down.”—Amos Burhans in Re-
creation, : . o
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PRESERVING FISH IN PAPER

-The following method of preserving fish,
originated by the Danish fisheries agent in
London, England, although meant for commer-
cial fishermen and dealers, will be none'the
less interesting and valuable to sportsmen:

" The main point in the preservation, writes
Consul-General Wallace C. Pond, of Copen-
- hagen, appears to be to enclose the fish in some
cheap and convenient material which will keep
‘out the air and prevent the intrusion of injuri-
ous aerial bacteria.

By this method of packing the fishin paper
before placing them on crushed ‘ice, the air is
excluded and the ice-water is prevented from
reaching the fish. ‘The effect of the ice through
the paper prevents the development of any bac-
teria that might be already in the fish.' In order
to attain ‘this result it is absolutely necessary
that the fish be treated while alive, or at least
when_ quite fresh, and it is therefore better to
undertake the treatment on board the fishing
boats. At

The fish should be cut while it is yet alive,
the insides removed and the. gills cut away ; the
head, however, ought always ‘to be left. The
sound, .where such is fourd, is cut through,
lengthwise, and all the blood under it is re-
moved, The fish must be:cut so far back that
all the blood accumulated” at the anus can
easily be removed. The fish is then creaned
and scrubbed well in-salt water, inside as well
as out, with a stiff brush until all the blood
stains.are removed . . :

As soon as the fish has'lain long enough:
for all the blood to run off (it must be care-:
fully observed that no'bloody water remains in:
the belly), the fish is packed in the paper,
which must be square in order to obtain the
best packing, and’each side ‘at' least one and
one-half times the length of the fish.—Recre-
ation, Ly :




