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TER XI V.—Continued. allotted to their use hr the obsequious Tying out your charge, or do you care to which - shrouded the days to com*. He I use your teeth to Vastly better purpose.” less, it is the same each night. At the I store not only the cedar w
■ Fateh Mohammed. They slept soundly risk the unknown dangers of Haunting cade himself as agreeable as might be She glanced tip at him, clearing her eleventh hour I and threescore follow- contents intact, but also ,h=V,,- ", u<

“Mother of Mercy* An Englishman at night, and were not troubled by anx- the wishes of one who, for anything you to Fateh Mohammed, and so played I eye defiantly. ers will cross the nollati. Be ready ! | daggers stolen from the v ■■l •'
of rank!” ious forebodings. Jai Stagh and hie fol- or I know to Use contrary, may now be upon the latter’s ambitious dreams that I “You make uo allowance for a wo- Strike fearlessly when ,you hear an owl while they slept r-ngiishm-n

Walter doffed his hat with ceremoni- lowers could Bet reads them en the re- Sultane7” not eveh the hostile Kotwel of Allaha- man’s feelings,” she said. “Did I not hoot three times. H' the commotion Mowbrav din t.
ous politeness. turn from Agra for- at least ten more Fateh Mohammed, though naturally bad was able to disturb the arrangement know the contrary, I should believe -you starts in the centre they will think the cqqm official h»d „„ .1 ! Jr*lha*

“A .friend, too, I-trust, Countess,” he days at the beat rate of travelling. Not distrustful of (be honeyed poison of into which they had mutually entered, held women of no account.” devil has broken loose when the real hammed lie w.= t0 d 1',n"'h M.-
said. “You may believe that, from this until they had hie budget could they de- Mowbray’s counsel, felt in his heart ; The column crawled up country at a “I’ faifh, that would be doing me an attack cornea from the flank. There will banged ou the neSr»?? per! ”* l,,aid 
moment, your sufferings have ended.’*- eide definitely as to their future. of hearts that the Giaour was not only slow pace, for such a mixed company injustice. When a woman says Lack- be led houses in plenty once we ford the bad reason t„ cl .‘Liililil*

“Misericordia! howTean that be?!’ ■ But these things are oft settled for giving him good advice but making a travels perforce at the pace of its most a-day,’ my tongue wage in sympathy. If nullah, provided you tell me now how to tbe «trancer» iî“L„ • tl'ealllifu 
“Hie excellency the Nawab Fateh men by a Power to whom tile comings fair offer. Yet, like a cur which cowers dawdling units. Fifteen miles was a she weeps, my heart grow» as soft as a many win escape with you/’ the fat nnm nioLriJi ,h 111 duu

Mohammed will explain better than it « and going* of a Jai Singh are of little and snarls when a determined band good day's march, and, where a river fuss-ball.” t , "Abd then?” teu instructions which t,’pel"‘ 11
possible for me to do.” account. And it was <*> now, for, when would stroke .ft, he said sullenly:^- ban-ed the road, many hours were west- “Fuss-ball! That is a word you tKvC “Then' we ride to the east and hack certainly bnt whtrh £»..■ i 8 .",ul"-"’,uJ

Thus impelled, his “Excellency” did, Mowbray and Sainton awoke in the “How am I to place trust in you? ed ’in safely transferring men and aui- not yet taught me,” she said. to the south.” by his Majesty’s anvtore ,   r|,lp|>d
indeed, give the Countess and her com- morning, they found their «words were You told me—” ■ mils from bank to bank. “It much resembles a round mush- “Whither bound?” presence of the v.I i'he
panions- a cheering message,-whieb- toe. removed, their daggers withdrawn from T told you what I truly believed,” in- And now, for .the tort time in hk life, room, and when dry, it bursts if you “To Burdwan. Nowhere else can we .... “ Ber,“?”ls at -Vm.
half-caste women joyfully interpreted for the sheetos, and they saw twenty mua- terrnpted Walter, who saw that the fat Roger Sainton fell under petticoat dorp- squeeze it.” . J? obtain shelter ontil we make our next 1 'ou . mterpret a lvmg s Wi«hcs
those who did not follow the native kets leveled at them through the open man was weakened by the bare hint of inance. Buen principle, la mi tad ea “Oh, go to! I never before met your move.” I *lsk makiug a f»M
words with complete understanding, door of the tent. palace intrigue. “Look back through hecha—“Well begun is half done”—says like," , “The plan is Nnr Mahal’s?” th? chlll'iig respou..,,
Then after many days, some broken Behind the file of musketeers stood words and you will find no single the Spanish proverb, end certainly the She laughed, though there was e epic* “You forget, sahib, it to ypur «wm”' ***•“ jÇjÿxmmad was lcfL aillM.j
hearts found relief again in tears. Fateh Mohammed, livid with rage, yet phrase in which I actually .represented Hathi-sakib made a good, start. of irritation in her mirth, but Roger “But she approves. What of her? , e.th* Frophet that ]le ilai|

At last not venturing to search too with a certain gratified malice sparkling myself as charged with a mission by The Countess di Cabota professed that gripped her round the watot, for the Does she bide in Agra?" • ““Bteations and slaiu t,h,
eagerly, yet missing none he passed to ip his eyes. Jahangir himsgjf. Nay, be not aroased! she never felt safe from the perils of mule, wore perceptive than the man, “She bides there, sahib, if that be KïïïïïLïjJ**.*** lea.rat *10w they i,a,|
this Via Dolorosa, Mowbray found tire “Ohe,” he yelled, when Roger, missing It is true, You may have -been misled; the way unless the big Yorkshiremaa stumbled at the right moment. Te com- your wish.” u2re£#/“m\i *¥*i. shlvermK win,
Franciscan, Utterly spent, unable to hie sword, gazed steadily at the phalanx but it was a most fortunate mistake for held bfr mule’s bridle. He beguiled the fprt her, he gave her « reassuring hug. “Ah! Was that her word to you?' I J*"!!" Jaha">'lr might uUl]
move one foot before the other, Fra. without, “ohe, Elephant, thy tricks have you. Did I not meet you alone? Have bourg by improving her English, of “There is naught of the foss-bell “Nothing could be clearer, sahib. If | **"*• t0 ” displeased with him.
Pietro would have been dead a week, led thee into the kheddah (the enclosure we not marched With you daily and which language she already bad a fair about thee, Matilda,” he vowed, and you choose to help her she will escape , Therefore, he groveled Before jr,,,,
sane had not some bullock-driver, whose in which wild elephants are captured), slept nightly on the same camping- knowledge; she repaid him by many a the Countess laughed again. But she from the palace and join you at an bray, and, like Prince Heon's s»,t’
crushed fingers he had dressed, lifted' Stir hand or foot, resist those who will ground? ' If Sain ton-sahib and I wished bright smile. Bud. displayed a most touch- blushed, too, and murmured in her own «greed place. If your only desire is to loving companion, wished "urn ■■
him into a grain cart and kept him: bind thee by so much a» a refusal to to betray you, have we not passed a ing assiduity in mastering the broad language:—- make for the sea I am pledged to her time and all well.”
there in defiance of repeated advice to submit thy limbe to the fetters, end hundred opportunities?” vowels and quaint phrases of bk speech, “After all, the truest romance is mors on Ganges water to aid yon with money -the mystery of the Emperor'
throw the Giaour into the jungle and thou shall be pierced by a dosen balls. Fateh Mahommed was manifestly-un- for Roger’s stow diction was the pure than half a comedy.” and life." tude deepened when Walt er learned
let him glut the jackals. Walter, roused by the bellowing, easy. The affair was not Co simple as Anglo-Saxon which yet passes entrent in One night, when the cavalcade was “But she is poor, you «aid, obliged to I that Nur Mahal was, indeed, a nal.-v.

Nevertheless, toe good menk, broken raised himself an one arm. Instantly be deemed it. Moreover, by placing a his native dale. halted in the very village whence Nur a(j0m others not worthy to adjust her menial. Evan the Weather-cock 75ÏÏ?
In body and exhausted for want of food he realized that Fetch Mohammed had degree of faith in Mowbray, he applied They were thrown together the m°re Mahal had turned northwards with snob gown if beanty were alone to wait on tier, skilled in the art of polite evasion
suited to his condition, had not benefit- found out the ruse of which he was the salve to his own wounded vanity. In that Walter sought distraction from quick vagary, an owl hooted from the y,e moit beautiful?” did not scruple to show hie contempt for
ed greatly by the jolting repose tous dupe. simple parlance, if be managed things troubled reverie in learned discourse depths of a nim tree. The weird note “There is money to plenty for the feminine influences at the best,
given him. He was still exceedingly r‘Roger,” «aid'he quietly, we - have aright now, he would not look such a with Fra Pietro, and for this sort of thrice boomed unheeded through the removal of Jahangir,” was the laconic “I hare seen many such buitprffie,
111, and when Mowbray, who knew him been betrayed!” ' dupe to the eyes of others as he wais in talk Roger had go stomach. Once Mow- air, for ell in the camp were weary, but, «ggwer, dancing in the sun," he said scoangk
instantly, could not refrain from leap- “Aye, lad, and by a woman, I tear, his own estimation., bray rallied the giant on the score of when the mournful cry rang out for too “Hearest thou, Roger?" said Mow- “They are very brilliant until the rain
tog to the ground and bending over What spy est thou? Shall we die here “Never was man more perplexed,” he the attention he paid to the buxom fourth time, one of Sher Afghans Raj- bray> feacbjng out to touch hk com- I falls, or some hungry bird eats them "
biro, the parched blue-white lips were' or in Agra?” * murmured. “You may be honest! How Countess, but Roger countered aptly. puts raised himself qutetly from hie bed raj}e’a arm jn tbe dark. I His orders were to conduct the En-,
moving in fitful prayer:—- * “I care little. Have it which'Vvay you can I tell? Certainly, the King of “ I’ faith," he said, “she io a merry of leaves and listened. “Aye, lad, I hear,” came toe giant’s lishmen and their followers to Dilkusliâ

“De profùndis clàmavï a"d te, Domine! will.” , Kings does not say you are to be treat- soul, and not given to love vaporings At the fifth hoot he glanced around low grow] “ 'Tie a pity affairs are oPd- I where they would be in the midst of fal
Dona me requiem aeternam. . . . Os- . ed with contumely, yet, what security like most of her sex. She tells me her and saw that none other was disturbed. ere*dlfferentiy, else we. should see some } miliar surroundings, and it was Jahan-
tende me, Domine, misericordiam CHAPTER XV. hare I that you Will act according to heart troubled her somewhat" before she Ht rose qnd sauntered quietly towards pretty fighting.” I gar’s wish to receive them that after,
tuajnr . •, ' your promises?” married, hut the fit passed quickly, and the tree, In whose dem toads he was ja| Singh, too, leaned forward: He I noon. When Mowbray insisted that

“The Lord has heard thee, good “Bring me to toe teat, Mowbray resolved to risk all on a now she will be well content if the Lord lost for a little while. He returned, and thought they were agreeing that he had Fra Pietro should come with them the
friend, though happily toy days of And I the matter will re-word, which final hasard. He turned to Roger. sends her home to wholesome fare and with him now walked another Rajput, pjaprie{j mo,t excellently. Already he envoy was dubious at first, but Walter
eternal rest may be tong deferred for madness i “Give me toe cedar box,” he said. a down pillow. After that, commend The two retohed the camp-fire around c00]d an|g the sacking of Agra fort, in. I would not yield the point, which
the good of mankind,” murmured Wal- Would gamble from.” The big man reached for his hat. me to a fat woman for home senoe. Your which lay their clansmen, and conversed wllicil tj,8 accumulated treasure was so ultimately conceded. As for the others,
ter to himself, for he dared not be too —Hamlet, Act III, Sc. 4. Cunningly tied inside the lofty crown scraggy ones, with saucer eyes, would 16 whispers with others whom they reatj wj,en Akbar bad an inventory they were to bide in their present camp
openl.v recognized by the Franciscan, I was the gift of Nur Mahal. rather a love phRtér than a pint of wine, awakened. Then the newcomer, follow- mad- that four hundred pairs of scales I until arrangements were made for their
lest Fateh Mohammed should be moved Perchance they had dared toe cer- “f am a heavy sleeper,” he grinned in but set down a stodp of both before her tog directions, strolled towards the tent wcre* ke„t worj,. gve months weighing disposai.
to ponder upon all that had taken place, tain death which faced them had not explanation, “and I thought none would Ladyship and I'll wager our lost box of occupied by the Englishmen. Entering sjjTert g0M an<i precious atones. Hk “Gad!” cried Roger, paying Bm?

Yet nometoing must he done, and Fateh Mohammed spoken again. Vain search there though they might scour diamonds that she'll spiff the potion on in the dark he was seised by Walter, bteatw came thick and fast. Hie voice heed to this statement, “that will not lie
quickly, too, if that flickering soul were B8 be was, and furious at the thought my clothes. When waking, I reckoned the ground and the good liquor down who was lying sleepless, thinking of the jwat „« jt find under the press- to Matilda’s liking!”
to stay in its earthly tabernacle. that a Fertoghi should have lorded it to hold the gew-gaws whilst my brains her threat.” possible outcome had he given Nur are o( Mowbray’s- hands on bia wind- “Have affairs come to the pass that

He turned to the nawab- over him for day*, be was held la leash were undisturbed, ao I kept them under “At last, then, you have found a Wo- Mahal a different answer wham they last pipa A revolt now, propAly handled, you may not be parted?” asked Walter
“Here is one who, I have good reason by the written orders of the Emperor, the same thatch.” man who marches with your humor?” stood together in the millet-field so near wdul4 mean the loot of a century, roguishly, his perplexities vanishing for

to believe, will be highly esteemed by which, this time, he had really received “Here!" cried Mowbray, opening the “I’m not one to judge such a matter at hand. ■ ^ , “ 'Twill soon be sunrise, sahiba,’’ he the moment as he pictured the Count-
toe Sultane. He should be carried to a and read with bulging eyes. box and handing tt to Fateh Mofcam- me she ii not inclined to tender peas- Jai Singh had said that to* place wes M,d must be going. Remember, the. ess’s agitation when told she was to be
tant, given a little wine and milk, and “I am bidden,” he said, “bring yon med, “these diamonds are worth a lakh biont. frown. “They’re full of guile at bewitched, and Jo, here was Jai Singh eleTenttl hour—three hoots—” separated from her cavalier,
receive the most careful attendance. If, to Agra, alive if possible. Hence, and a half or rupees. They shall be the best, yet I vow it pleases me to hear himself wriggling in his, clutch. A* *<’” “Stay, Jai Bingh," said Walter, quiet- “ 'Tie to me a matter of no great
indeed, his name be Fra Pietro, his life though clemency ill accords with ray my bond.” Matilda say ‘tiaramba!’ to her mule. It Roger, toe sound of the scuffle reuaeu ,y “There must be no attempt at a I cavil,” was the reply, “but the
is of the utmost value to all concerned.” present mood, I offer you terms. 8nf- To a native of India, such a guarantee mlnda me of my mother rating a he- him, and both'Mowbray and fie were resc^e. if any attack be made on the body will surely miss me

At each moment "Fateh Mohammed ter rav teen to Aind you securely—for wag worth a thousand oaths. Fateh abed maid of a Monday morning, ‘Drat vastly surprised whan toe old Rajput cohim„ geinton-sahib and I will strike I grosses a bit of road.”
sew how essential it was to adopt prompt none would be such a fool as to trust Mohammed might be trusted to taka you for a huzzy,’, she would cry, ‘here is gasped;— ■ _ „ . hard for Fateh Mohammed. We have “Why not bring her with us?”
measures if he ware to earn the good that Man-Elephant at large—and Twill this view and none other. The pro- six by toe dock:already! To-morrows “Slay roe not, sab*. My throat is iVen onr b"ond to accompany ten to “Aye. That is to be thought of.
w|U of this masterful envoy. He be- have yon carried in litters. Refusal duetion of a hidden hoard showed that Tuesday, an’, next- day’s Wednesday— sore enough with _sere«ehmg ,to deaf the rery presence of Jahangir. God There are always more ways of killing
Stirred himself now to such .effect that means instant death to both." this most enigmatical Englishman was liait F : Week SOM;»»' oowt dona!” ears. Soul of Govind, let got helping us we will maintain our honor a dog than choking him. wi’ butter.”
whea Sager and the remaining Raj- “Hast then suddenly gone mad. really in earnest. It needed only a !‘,So the lady’«.-«tame is Matilda?" Bad nflwa.pw» »a .told .^ritofeant- -m this matter as in aH others, Go.you, “But you must marry the lady first,
puts, including the three left in the Fateh Mohammed?’ demanded Mow- glance to assure him that toe gem* were “Aye! She hesj* lot more, but I breath. It did notjake Jai 8ingh_long t#ll Nur Mabal what I bave said. There Roger. At a pinch, Fra Pietro-”
village (whence da Silva was advised to bray, thinking, by a display of boldness, worth the sum named, and more. His fancied the sound of that yen. to '* no °*er w,>- ,We »*• pledged to ,-The devil fly off with tore and thv
go éowa the -river m one of the boats), to save the situation even at the twelfth voice was thick as he answered:— Surely voit do not address her ao ganoe that Nur Mahal, altjj0*1**1 meet the Emperor face to face ae his njnHiin» Who spoke of marryinc*1 Thv
marched into the camp, there was an “Soul of the Prophet! you give me a familiarly?” ici e»i*i^great stately Jahangfr. ^open- anXle Wnat do with ns whnt dry as the
air of liveliness among toe Europeans “Aye, mad, indeed, to accept the worthy hail!” “And 'why not? Gad! »he calls roe ly defied hlm _ he wills, or, rather, what God wills.” I Bwele’after a drought ”
long absent from their tortured exist- WOH} of the King of Kings from the “You think so! See to it that the box Roger, >Pat as gxtaâgpie with a apKt the tonrder of her Iwbggd, and, “g«hlb, you know not rachat yon ara “Froto*vrira« I have seen of toe Conn-
eaee, whilst Fra Pietro was sleeping moetb 0f as unbeliever! Ofi, thou Fer- and its contests are well catodfor. If tongue.” ■ ^ oi ' „ s; wentosHike, iav« unfalrtr^towtod. ta» refusing/* ■ v - g " — teSrTfStrtoat'mVrrimte^iff be the
peacefully on a couch of e<rft fun. inghi dog, open thy lips again in defi- not I, Nur Mahal knows each' stone. "This Is uewsjtadeÿ. Yet you toil with his cowardice to A "Go; TieTertheUss, Jai Singhs and tell I only-Cure for her -affiliation.

Sainton's arrival created the custom- ance and I will make thee a sieve for And now, if see are to march ere toe me seh is net inclined to tender pass- trick one whom he dared not encounter Nl)r Mahal that I hare refused. Per- .<By ^ croaI Osmotherly!" cried 
ary Stir. By none was be gazed on wRh bullets!” , hot hours, let us eat.” - . ««W?" .../^ . , _. , . *» <•*» ,rnrn 'j,v,_ ehanee, now, toe may hasten alone to BMaton, hotly, “if that be her mtlaiv
greater interest than by the Countess di Welter knew that the bubble of his Promising to observe ms- part of toe ■‘Toiler, '.tee laugh* Lashed to rage by- her,seoro, Jahaa BqrfWi*|.“ she will ait a long time ere I give her
Cabota. She vowed, by all the sainte, pretense was pricked. Some holt had compact, Fateh Mohammed withdrew like a mime if I th*le her ettw with my glr, g*TO Justant ordste "that to* should “gear me, sahib, I beseech yon. She I physjc. Marry, forsooth! If ever I
she had never seen such a man, and fallen from a blue sky, else this sub- his imposing array of soldiers. Boon, thumb when themule stumbles. My be sewn in a sack and .'thrown to tne rede Agra meaning' to marry Jahtn- 6eflk a w]fe> which I greatly doubt, I’ll
likened him _to the terrible Archangel servient rogue would never venture to a servant brought them some food, cur- soul, Walter, you Are grown so used to crocodilee. But eveu ™ teat Aervue gip> her gorge rose at the right of hitch up wi’ a lass from my own deles,
who defied the fiend* when they would bluster in such wise if he feared re- tied chicken and rice, with new milk, e^ery woman making sheep’s wyes « Conrt the*e. Imgered_ him. Do not hold hsr gu tty of da»»v- Not that Matilda is 111-looking, or, for
have assaulted heaven. prisais Nevertheless, the contempt in- eggs, and bread. Not a word did they yon that you they’ll treat a hulk bar’s tB* ?ou", memorr whu* Uat matter, as skittish as some I have

To Fateh Mohammed the sight of this spired by tiie groundling served the Eng- exchange until they had eaten, for like me after thetome daft faalnon.” w*s competed to^^resetod his cruel man- fM6ed bitter words from her ffpe^ when 8eeni but may the Lord help any woman
unexampled specimen of humanity, join- llshman in good stead at a crltlggOnox Mowbray was dismayed by the collapse hi truth, sajff'Mowbray, sadly, m* date before it fte ®™PW” espoeM her kissee. ■ |j bring to Wensley afore my mother
ed to the appointments end smart epr mont, of his scheme, amt he dared not seek courtships have been all too brief, ami Seme subtle tostmet M «rtatocraft told „It may be so, t But wh« you gave rana aû eye 0Ter her!-
pearapee of Sher Afghan’s horsemen, “Thou shall be moot bitterly «light- from ‘his loyal comrade the forgiveness1 threaten to end in,ought save laughter, him toe better way. He boldly declared your «ate by tb» "«acred Ganges you j vi fear, then, her Ladyship must re­
gave the Mat proof, if further proof ened are many days have passed," he which would be only too readily extend- Nay, nay, lad. Let not thy spirits that.Nqr Mahal a latemeant to keep rt?t; ,, main here willy-nilly.”
were needed, that Jahangir’s delegate said. “Sainton-sahib and I can do ed to him. Their fortune as good as fall. I cannot but thmk that yob and spired with °than to slay Kututeud-din, Until death, sahib. Sainton, more annoyed than he cared
was indeed a person to be treated with naught but yield to your demands, yet lost, tlieir lives in imminent jeopardy, Iriijil scent the moors again together, whilst Sher Afghan had himse_ fallen “Knew then, Jat Bingh, that Sainton- to ghow, drew bis long neglected swnrd
deference. He became doglike in hi* seA I warn thee, Fateh Mohammed, that their honor, pledged to render them- We have driven otir pigs to queer $»»£■ a Ttrtl» to au mWjue. b^Jju #to wrip sahib and I have given our wdrd to aod began to burnish it affectionately,
vilhy, and transformed his train from for each second of ill-treatment meted selves up to the spite of an implacable kets; mayhap we , shall rty them fei, and the Englishman. Mowbray, tore- pateh Mohammed. An Bnglwhman’a I “Thou heat a toad’s tongue at times,
a band of ruffianly jaffero into a troupe ont to ue or to the unhappy people tyrant, sad all because be trusted more despite this croaamyed Emperor and him. Chief BuawA. W»Ted Wrttae-royal word Is strong as any vow hy hely I led,” be growled, breathing on toe steel
of servitors, each and all being anxious brought from Hnghll thou shall be re- to the machinations of a beautiful siren that fly-by-night, Nur Mahal. . was river. You have discharged your trust I before rubbing it to a fine sheen. “The
to win the friefidshfp of" these whSin qui ted hy anhow of torture on thy nu- than to the-good sword* of which they I have drettmsd. of_hoto* ip ipy sleep Che facte until me (IbrahHn) told him most faithfully—would that I could re-1 thing bad not troubled me a whit hadst
formerly they goaddd. to madness or in- wieldy carcass.” were .deprived. Truly, the outlook, has- of late. Methoqght I saw my mother- certain things he had discovered. Here ward youl But I am penniless. Even thou not spoken of it, but, now I come
sensibility. Here was defiance, truly, from one ardoua enough before, was now desper- weeping. * MCWîÊ. wSîîîfi A i certain diamonds, concerning which Jah- j t0 think over bygones, I am constrained

Mowbray’s word was law, his least whose cautpre, living or dead, Jahan- ate beyond description. No wonder ’lis well. They «ay dream» IP Mahal hJ<i. ? .k.if angir was rightly informed, are part of t0 admit that mayhap her Ladyship
wish was executed. Within three days, sir’s couriers, riding hot-foot in pursuit, Welter ate silently, fearing to trust his by contrary^ Were it: otherwise, liqa she worth a lakh and *11 my bond. Leave, us, good friend, and may have construed- my actions amiss,
after fraternisiBg judiciously with oto- had demanded an hour earlier when gloomy thoughts to language. not good cause to -greet? By the lyord was evident that bet »«tive to^return- warn Nor Mahal toat we are, Perhaps, Women are off prone to look through a
era, he and Sainton were a'ble to visit they came at dawn to Fateh Moham- Suddenly Roger cried:— Hurry, when we sjrow onr noses in mg to Agra wal to le” *6 to help b* than she to help chink when tiie door is open all the
Fra Pietro. The meeting between them med’s tent. These man carried no tid- “Gad. these Paridiae birds are rare Wensleydale, my tuld dam will clout my the one handP”*?*us. vx,r I time. On my soul I fear to face her.

joyful indeed. The Franciscan, mgs save the Btoperer'e warrant for eating!" ta«f fS?” eeÿ-for-newt. *e nï- CHAPTER XVI. | My hang-dog looks will betray me and
when he regained faculties bewildered their action. They knew, they said, “Birds of Paradise, man! They are will say, I te)lt,,y* te keep Master other. W6at. ST" . . , , , , .. „ . „ shell upbraid roe. Go toon, Walter, and

recognition of theiti, -was moved to that Sher Afghan was slain—It. was bub common fowls, Mowbray free harm, and here her yj- entai monarch devise to clear his own And when a lady s I» toe case, „ tel! her—tell her—”
tears. To him, because he spoke Eng- even rumored that the companion of the “Never, .on y onr life, Walter! This Jed him tiv a place wheer t grass grows reputation and tp om^eate the ratatea Yom knowaff other things (five place. “That thou hast no mind to wed. 
lish they could talk witho it rea^, Hatbi-.ahib was concerned in toe. deed man he Heaven, tor sure, I heart the downwards and t’ foxes fly i> V air of Bbsr Afghan and the late Diwan? -Gay, "The Hare and Many Friend*’ Nay. Roger, that would be ungallaut,
imd his breath came fas“ with atom -and that his widow had gone towards gates click when the mnsheteers cocked Fm fair shamed on ye!’ Eb, man, but A roya lmtum (order) was drawn up ■■ u I to say the toast.”
when he learned what they had ‘done Burdwan with the two Feringhis, As their flints." I U be gMd to hear her tongue clack forthwith, and one of toe nehsst heir- Fateh Mohammed, whose name, lit- *Tell her any glib lie that will get me
for him. to? the statement that Jahangir had After all, that was the best way to i that K«jt- ,. , ***** 10 Ind,a **£*“*,a pî^par’, Tr1 * era.,1T translated, meant ‘The Victorious I ««fely away. Samson wae half conquer-

“Nay, nay!’’ protested Roger, “fear charged these latter with a mission. It take their misfortunes. As Roger said And with this cheerful dicta» Sam- pansions were conferred on the rtlstivea and Praised, intended to halt Me c?' ed when it wae known wherein his
not that we shall come to an ill end was manifestly absurd in view of his to Fra Pietro, when, later, they told ton strode away to. bewilder and amuse of thos« who had been unjustly slain hort I ehort dw s nd* I strength lay, and my only sure refuge
because we took a risk on your account, eagerness to secure their arrest, while him the news which camp rumor had the Countess di Cabota with his amas- for participating in the attack on Sher order to patch its way-worn aspect into 1* flight if a-woman attacks. Poor Ma-
Tbey tell me you are here owing to the it was impossible that anyone so far twisted into grotesque form:— ing Imgo. Although they were now en- kfghan. soms semblance of âi*ni!T.er* he enter- tilde! I would I had the heart to an-
timely aid you gave us, and, by that sopth could be aware of N#r Mahal’s “It to your turn now, most worthy joying the gtorious cold weather of India . But rejnerae is an Nrih snake ed the presence of to®, ^*«nfl of Kjufl». | pease her. Yet I am not for matrimony,
same token, our arch enemy, Dorn Gero- fortunes at Agra, seeing that they, the friar, 'Fight first and .pray afterwards’ the absence of wind and the brilliant whose fangs cannot be drawn, and Its Had lie ever heard of Falstaff h* might I and no barber can make a wig of a hide
nlmo, is pow laid by the heels at Agra, messengers, had passed her returning has ever been my ^ntoad motto, but sun of the Doab served to reoder the venom tortured Jahaurir during the few well hare mad with 6ir John. No aye that is bald of wool. But I vow you
I know not who cast the net which gatb- escort privily by night, being urged from figbttiff I anMÉrilarred both hy midday hours sourtwhgt sultry. Her hoqrs etch day that ills brain was clear hath seep such scarecrows. I H not have vexed me by your niceties. Drat
eyed us all in this God-forsaken tond, thereto by the Çliief Eunuch, who ae- [ess of my «word iitjnry of ray Ladyship, being plump, complained of of wine fumes. The Prize .he bad so march through Coventry with them, the thing. 1 trust the bit of Latimiy
toti by the cross of. Osnmtherly he hato eompanied her. Indeed, the Eunuch, name. Pray; (hen, bother, in every weariness. • „ dearly bouflhFw** now withm his pow- thatto Apt.” The wear andjear of seven our worthy friar gave me yester e’en
hauled together some queer fish.” Ibrnhim, was responsible for the ’ Em- tongue thou /bnpytaflki^nnd mayhap, the , t”u have * most **«ril*nt color, Sr, yethe.afferted'to take no_ notice of hundred miles had pressed “heavily j* sound sense, else I’ll mope for a

“Have you met Dom Geronimo? Does peror'e action, having sent a private re- urd. will list1,to to thee," said Roger, eyeing her critically. her. Nur Mahal wae allotted a mean on the resources of guards *nd .pH*' week."
u know of vour Dreeence in India9 DOFt to JahaBgir, by carrier pigeon it !Mowbray sought an opportunity, to •She sighed. *W Borgglio. She was ap- oners alike that their elotfoeg $anê gc-1 “And what wbs that, Roger?” a^ked
% W»fÆ HÎ hath the was thought * ? J*hZ*i*> Their' “It msy be.” sN said “that sf we pointed an jtteudant op the W mott; coutr.metU did “eej^ mjirr jowj Mowbray, turning to hide asmile from
sight of a vulture where friend Mow- It was on their advice that Fateh Me- etatemento showed that. Jai- Bingh must, are near Agr* my heart dronp». What or at a salary of on« rupsfc a day, and torbishlng. In this ragged regiment to» I ys wrathful friend, 
bray is concerned/’ liamsoed hgff adopte*, irresistible' safe- have phsÿed them in Altohahad. The manner of man Is Jahangir? Is h* e< DoN»Ç|[ Queen Mjrtom was tor- Engltohmeu and their Rajputeuloug p*e- “He spoke to »e of certain passages

“Ï attribute to hiro some rmrt of guards ere he sunituoned the English- Kotwal of the* thtiba to keep' a generous end princely deposition ? bidden to *bow her any faror whitever. sented a reputable appearance. twixt you and Nur Mahal, as he built
the bad fortune which has pursued men to surrender. The bazaar goseip of to the1' road, and: * inquire at each Urge “If be takes after hie father he Thoj«h w*s strictlJ fBut* stout though he wae,. and otter- Somevi,ere on her power -despite .hi
us” said Walter, and, the topic thus Agra had invested Roger Sainton with town "if boats utorryi dg men and horses should he open-handed with Other folks fulfilled, Jai Bingh, when he, after much wise much resembling plump Jackin his] sfngh’s story. Yet be sigher and rad.
broached, he gave the Franciscan a full a legendary halo which would daunt the h(d tie##*’ dowSLetiSm. InShat way. money, I know hto to b* J flue judge aWeulty toff Wit* mve peril, obtained rascally tastes,, Fflteh 'Mzffiammed pos- ‘Quid vente ? Mutter. Quid msliw-
account of all occurrences since Roger bravest heart. No half measures could they: "6ob(* make^l^^of intercepting of » woman, whl* Is a right royal at- »n interviewwith Nur Mahal, found erased a fair share of ^Eastern willness. Nihil!’ It tickled my fancy to put the
and he first crossed the portals of DSL be taken with the HathNahib, said the the fugitivwi.: ' tribute: but he drinks-freely, a better jwr fiutag nsadiewark^MdTmtoting silk, so he took good care to apwtee Ja^ut- quip,into rhyme:—
kusha. King’s chupraash: he must either be “How eem> you to. ;etip • so quietly' quality m n sponge tiiamin a king. te which arts she excelled, to support Kir beforehand of the curious eondi-

The monk listened intently, only in- killed or bound as one would tie a wild away. fronrithe camp of Nur Mahal?” “Sancta Maria? A spendthrift, a lib- fcgyltunfl fl»f*w4ev9t*« women who tioos under which he wag hrtngtofl_to| t ‘More fickle than wind
terposing a question at timet when the bull. , „ , v „ h* asked, 1mt to tbie they replied vagng- ertiqe, aod a sot! What hope have we reto^dtoleavohw. Is woman’s mind;
Changeful moods of Nur Mahal seemed Now, it was distasteful. Shove all ly, so Mowbray concluded that the Chief of «oh a one?" unroirerSrt waî ^hattt*idbBomt.ÎL*B ^îtei rJrttel oateraSw More fickle than woman
to puasle him. He was surprised to things, for men who had been treated Eunueh bad bribed them to silence, in Roger laid a huge paw oa her ehoui- Mowbravto sara^ fmr.T «> : Naught you 1! find,
learn that the Jesuits ■ bad succeeded, with the utmost deference during uraify which event It were best not to tell der, sud hi* merry eyes looked down to. "id*not seethe Rafouf^toc8.800^ ^nlf i L Uf n mTf Thu* r^minror p , , . . .. ^
even temporarily, ip gaming the car of day* to permit themselves .to be led tRem of Fateh Mohammed's admission, to liera although she was riding a fair ’“VnJ^Mahal^’know^Vhat* w. - îf tl.e Wn!w rtnniUeFUiaoure as 11 8tted M?,b J-rv
Jahangir, for, as he said in his mild forth In fetters. The bar* thought of Tb„ fmakly enomh, that had sized mule. • «A a^T^t« ffa/D_w1e : *r* “Ie world regarded toe Giaours as n,ht, but the cap seems to sit sari
war — such ignominy sent the blood bounding .ûJ thTm th»vr„»i, “We net cast dnwn M.tildaW he »*tohl“K to Agra witii tkf Portuguese malefactors, her* they were, ready to be when worn by my jolly and plrssan:-

“Dom Geronimo is too zealous. It through Movtbray's veina end caused an «'contingent the first intimation of the cried “If the sty were* cloudy you he^asked, wlmh Jai'Bingh bound and dealt with according to the spoken Countess. What! Would you

, „ k'sswwrèiej?a s-Ættsi’Æï S-NSSns&ïïS awwrfyfEg«aanss&f«r-stlr - îhrÆfTiîîacarB ta senASff’«8,zi jgaatsi«a^s a 1 &&jirhdx£ T xsslîr.:--/'5 >-* *ss; ,;•!?üttzc.'sr. tsrjst s jÿa ‘s •” *• às» stost <ss «gsu^rsjptt’sss ap*îr’Asrrc
msn could win hto way with the Em- knocked down a dosen of the waiting œJgbt ba„ despatched toe messengers For some reason, hi* hopeful philos- other hialtoted and Mnwhr.» 3 !^ * *feentt? for the,r ob,«rl'a»ee Elephant is sore wounded. Why say
peror.” , ■ , , mnsketeers. But he heart his friend wa hopeless chase by river. It was opliy did not ronsoM the tadythatmorn- cried bitteîï-” ’ Mowbray pf«>* pact agreed upon. J aught today to the Countess? Once

“When, after conversing until a late «y quietly:— new too .late. Although so much de- ing. She leaned-g little against his arm, “Tell all th> t«i<t T»i aim* • „ Hence, Fateh Mohammad felt neither ayg sped on some new path I pronu.
hour, Fra Pietro, thoroughly understood “Hearken to me, Fateh Mohammed, pended on Jai Binih's journey to Nur aH® gUsteoing trare suddenly dimmed leave me^lVoeara ” J 8 **’ 0r e victorious nor praised when. a Sigh .U» write her on your behalf, and in such
the nature of their preaent undertaking, if w* of lis, epeakiug in haste, has Mahal, be was bound irrevocably to go her vision. ■ '^-Hurii 7ehlh?e*Vnt «« ih„o i effimai, accompanied by a glittering retl-j , «tram toat any silly .notions she may
he again urged them to consider the dan- uatd ipjudiqioiw words, let them be tor- 0g to Agra, and must -veto the rescue “Alas!” she- sobbed, “we are all going br ffijtTsmmit! £3?! »?*’ J®4* ou,t £r<?m, A8r*.and be harboring shall vanish after a day »
ger they incurred. , gotten. You have your orders-asaur- ■yfiich the gallant Raiput would un- to our deatVaud you .good Roger, have ,Lta i? lïï Mowbray and Sainton with much dot- fasting.”

•‘You have already dope more than I edlv they must be obeyed. Sainton- doubted ly attempt should matters at risked your life to no nuvtiew" ?hrmi»h T ®*cellency. H 1/ look erenee, inviting them to return Witii “Eeod, you know not Matilda. She
thought possible feï mortal man to sahib and I are already disarmed. Yon ^rt be not to his liking. * “TÎen shall I 4ie in goXStopauy, a bu^tf I® loto in?o 2 woman’s mf^r bim fortbwRhand accept toe Emperor’, would not miss her dinner for two,,,,
achieve,” he said, '“Why not, ton some probably disarmed our escort ere you It was an inglorious end to an under- thing much to he Commended. He that oeer at toe reflation 1 bospitality They had gone through so men. Apd that is what draws me t”
good pretext, ride on in fronf of the came to ns. We on onr part, pledge raking which opened so auspicionsly. went to the grave ^hEhaba re" verrt ?*S. I X only teff ron. ?hlto. as °o„’Vb, tire ‘ nri ^ ^ A plague on
column and leave toe success or fail- ourseives to go with you to the tort at The sole consolation Mowbray could de- big breath owing to his lodging,” they are When I seeW to ^llde?ne attitude on the part oft the j They mar a woman and vex a man.
nre of your scheme in the heads of Agra, Under no circumstances ahall we rive from sou Wearying thought as to. She straightened herself iff the tod* Mahal's thoughts I tn rafted tet?” Mogul monarch left them outwardly nn- What the devil! A mcetlnng Noah dn
Providence? If all goes well we shaii 8eek to escape, and we will counsel all the future arose from the certain re- die mitera” * *“ *Mlnfr ,nt0 a ”0ved though inwardly amased. No for the world when he took nowt but
he treated with the same consideration, others who may be guided by on* ad. ]|ef he iiad given (» the unhappy cap- “I like not this talk of dying,” she “Forgive mv haste T«l ?"* co”,d *>e more surprised than Mow- pairs into toe Ark. ...
Should there be aught amiss you will monitions to.give the same gage. If lives. From the depths of misery.the snapped. speak <E” ’ ® “d bra,i th* ta0 mytotofnl prophet of the Nevertheless, thoogh angered by hi-
he far awiiy on the road to the sea. yon are the wise end far-seeing man I Portuguese were raised to a level of “Gad, it is not greatly to-my mind on “My stray is nearlv ended uhib », royal intent. Yet be bowed his polite tardy discovery, Sainton was for '

“mere your life ig at issue, we bide tike you te be you will content yourself comparative comfort, whilst Fra Pietro, a fine morning after a hearty meal, dawn^ou march to^he 2eit sçceptenee of the proffered honorsvand good-natured to steal nwa\
with .von and yon with us Until tb* die with this promise, and treat us and the had assuredly been snatched from the When I can strike no longer may I iJoundf whTch wlff irah mV?* W** d'-eretteu lts$lf when from the genial presence of the Conn'e-s
is cast.” «nid JValter, firmly. Then remainder of the Europeans with due very- jaws of death. > • . .. baBd,oœeiy Mlr » Yer T thoncht L.où rèn. If . -m. T. Î to tiie Fateh Mohammed, jelly-like fn agita-1 di Cabota. He cudgeled his brains tothey left him. carrying wUh jham hil. curtesy. What say ybu? Shall toe ’ W?t last, Walter resolved to *eo- yïu werfbSt on ehewing the unsav?^ rhead*5 Wbfte nra^hrt in‘ton. expressin* his regrets wito the invent some reasonable excuse for b,A
b'esring, and regained the spadnus tent Emperor upbraid yon for faithfully car- dbn Mseloss gropings agates^ the veil morsel, though, to be .sure, you maj^ noted fl*,U?ôf ti^amp, and (toubv ^nare^nrakrt £t7e "astené^toT | «Æffnt toat pteraed him’greatly,

Tuesday, December 25, 1906-.

a
By Author of

The Wings of the MorninLouis Tracy* g
TT

Hie

•reir

were bed-

■

i1 was

I

poor 
when the mule£r

..

* -
E-;

!..

:

..

:

m

- ■

B

was

by

ESS

R-'A

f
mi

■

l

!
» t X'

!V < M !

-- '" _______md__  .
'

. :S'
t^l ï X.

Tuesday, December 2!

and chased the unwonted 
his cheerful face.

In view of the expected si 
Jahangir he had donned hi 
ments, which, though soile< 
free from rents, and never i 
trod the iron earth of India 
that day when, with his foui 
clanking against his thigh, li 
ed the Countess's carapiu 
ready, of course, rumor had 
The perturbation of Fateh 
and the haughty curling of R 
taches which followed the 
Jahangir’s envoy told some 
the talc to the atealthy-ey 
Gossip did the rest. Koge 
Countess all agog with joy ou

“Por gracia di Dios!” she 
ping her hatids, “now that 
wearing your sword I know 
have been told is true."

•r; “I’ faith, Matilda, you
"i hand at guessing sheep whe 

roast mutton,” was his heart 
“’Tis indeed true that so 
star hath moved the king 
us kindly. Perchance tis 
which is said to rule certa 
But my news is stale. I co 
leave of you.”

The Countess’s ruddy cheek 
neath the tan of long expos 
open air, and a spasm of 1 
her pretty eyes.

“To take leave of me! M 
cordiae! What say you?

“Nay, my bonny Count 
rov words wrongly. Masts 
and I are bidden ride abend i 
Bin peror. That is all ”

“Yon will return ere nig* 
Roger stroked bis chin w 

The action enac

t(

calculation, 
avoid her startled glance.

“I have my doubts.” he sai 
of the simplicit:so sure now 

rand, wisely added not auotc
"Do you mean that you go 

and leave me here with 
Mohammed?”

Tliere was a directness, yi 
inference, in the question th 
escape him.

“Be reasonable, Matilda,’ 
“We go but to prepare toe 
forget that Jahangir, for so 
not known to any of ns, is el 
plans. From fire and murdt 
turned to clemency, 
he thinks some quiet talk 

. Mowbray may clear the th 
ills new path.”

"Then let Master Mowbray 
and you bide here.”

“That
tr “Sl" think I understand,’ 
Countess, jiuietly, with all 
irritating assumption of the 

would soothe her with

It m

cannot be. It would

a man

Roger, whose wit was Ice 
when he encountered oppos 
helpless before this passive 
Yet lie blundered on, trusting 
extricate liim. He fumble! 
small package he took from i 
and swayed from one foot to 
losing some of his gallant air 
titude Which reflected his met 

“There’s nowt to make sikt 
about,” he growled. “We 
Agra, you follow more slowly 
is all there is to it. But you 
plight, Matilda, after these 
of travel, without a stitch of 
clothes, so to speak, 
new ones. Now; a lady of yi 
lion should be garbed more 
Though I doubt not Jahangir 
you generously in his altère 
would not have yon wholly dep 
his tardy grace. I have no tt 
here is money’s worth, and it 
lie put to better use than in p 
the wherewithal to adorn yo 

So saying; and thankful the 
eluding sentence, which he 
coded with some care, hai 
taped bis memory, he dropped 
ghan’s magnificent gold chain 
lap, for toe Countess was sit 
saddle uotside the tent.

She bent forward, as if tt 
the present, passing each of 
turquoise with which it wae 
cbnuically through her fingers, 
aged so well that her voice I 
be under control.

“You are very kind and to 
she said in a low tone. “I ai 
much in need of repair.”

“Gad! I would smite sorel; 
who said so. I spoke of the hi 
the kernel.”

“And I shall value the gif 
she continued-

“Stick out for the last rape 
Agra goldsmiths are thieves, 
the whole, you might sell a po 

Her head drooped a little m 
“They are beautiful iiuks, 

and of the best workmanship,” 
"and I have
stones. ’Twould be a pity i 
them. They will be pleasan 
upon long after toe - flimsy i 
would buy are faded and Hire 

Resignation, not to say hot 
was a new phase to Sainton in 
varying humors. Had the C« 
Cabota stormed, or protested, 
broken down utterly, Roger, th 
foundly uncomfortable, might 
vived the ordeal. But the n 
lady was crushed. She who 1 
to toss her curls so saucily 
tried that excellent specific of 
in the ribs now sat before ! 
hidden face. And Roger wai 
only in war. Let him have hi 
was easily swayed ns a child; 1 
he was a child perplexed by 
problem.

“If you are not minded to 
gaud in that way,” lie growle 
•ogly, “I must devise pome ot 
ner of meeting your wants.”

“I am greatly beholden to ; 
murmured. “Mayhap I may 

.. you again, so, should you si 
sending me some money, yet y 
enger bring a parchment, an 
write aff order on a certain 
London for your repayment."

This was unbearable. Rogei 
Placed a great hand under her, 
raised her unresisting face, 
looked for action caused pent 
to tremble in her eyelashes, wi 
was e suspicious quivering in 
ner of her red lips.

“Are you bent on plaguing 
tilda, or is it that you truly bell 
seeking some pretense to go e 
der a false flag?” he demanded 

■ "I cannot tell you, Roger. I 
best yourself. Wily should I 
I owe my life, and many days 
?ess, to yon and to your goo 

if Whether you go or stay may 
k watch over you, and bring you 

that pleasant home in the Î 
which yon hare so often spoke 
I think I have sèen it in

or mew

never before i

____ _ . . my
and the notion pleases me.”

She caught his hand and wo 
WSfised it to her face, but he 
quick for her. Before she wi 
what was happening she was 
ner feet, and Roger had kil 
heartily on the lips.

“That is a quittance for the 
“* cried. “When I want ano
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