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For sheer nonsense and ignoranes
of the first principles of current poliui-
esl topics and a mean effort to deceive
the independent electors of the North
Riding of Perth, commend us to the
fly-sheet issued above the name of the

self-atyled People’s Candidate, Mr.Geo, |

Hess, Truly, with bim the doctrine
that all things are fair in war, is folly
endorsed and acted upon ; hut we sub

mit that & man claiming the right tuJ

represent the intelligent riding te
which he aspires should at least keep
gilent if hLe is unable to disenss the
questions of the day in such a manne:
at all events as not to impuse en the
intelligence of the people whose candi
date he professes te be. This platform, |
purporting to represen’ the Opposition |
generally, and the looal eandidate in/
particular, opens with the astounding)
statement that “Confederation must |
be maintained.” Does Mr. Hess be-|
lieve that Confederation is in danger |
of fulling to fragments ! If so, he 1“’
neither hovest to his own eonvictions |
nor to the electors of North Perth, if \
Jie rewains one hour in the field as a|
follower of Mr. Meredith and his
loader, Sir John Macdonald. The |

true friends of Confederation are|

|

those whom Mr.Hess is moving heaven
and earth to defeat; and its enomiw‘
are Sir John and Meredith, who de |
clare that our Local Parliaments have
no right to legislate according to the

terms and agreements framed in the
British North America Act. At]
Confederation the autonomy of the|
Local Parliaments, in all matters per
taining to local rights, was clearly
defined and guaranteed, and were thi»«
not done, Ontario, and much less so |
Quebec, would never bave agreed tn/
enter the union. The Conservative |

party at Ottawa, followed unpatrioti-
cally by th ition in the Local
House, hm a series of en-
eronchments on the liberty and rights
of our Local Pagliament. They, in
opposition to the spirit and letter of

the terms of union, ignored our rights
as a free people to legislate for our

own intereats, except in 8o far is this
legislation meets the approval, not of
the Dominion Parliament, but of
oleven Cabinet Ministers, from the
neighboring Frovinees, who meet in |
private, and whose actions the people |
of Ountario are not in a position to|
condemn or punish. The Rr'form\
Party ot this province, we beg to as-
sure Mr, Hess, contributed no smali
part towards the existence of Con
federation. They are loyal to its
principles and extension, but they
claim the rights which were promised
the provinces by speech and atututo,i
when the terms of union were nmn-d

The enemies of Confedera. |

in 1867. |

|

| for the next four years,
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