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far beck ae 1670, a French Jesuit, 
named Francis Lana, proposed to 
navigate the Arctic Ocean in a spec­
ies of "aerial boat.” This queer con­
trivance was to be raised above the 
ice bÿ means of four hollow balls of 
thin copoer, from which the air had 
been exhausted.

In 1786, two aeronauts named Ros­
ier and Romain, built at Calais a 
“fireproof” balloon, into the construc­
tion of which abestos, or some sim­
ilar non-inflammable substance, en­
tered largely. In it they proposed to 
sail from Archangel across the North 
Polar regions to Alaska. While ex­
perimenting near Boulogne, however, 
their "fireproof” balloon burst into 
flames in mid-air, and both the experi­
menters were killed.

Nothing daunted, other "balloon- 
atics" continued to build innumer­
able "arctic airships," every one of 
them warranted to sail to the Pole 
In almost next to no thpe at all. But 
none of them got beyond the experi­
mental stage, although Mr. J. B. 
Lassie’s “aerial cruiser,” which was 
worked by a crew, would undoubted­
ly have been dispatched in 1869 in 
search of the Franklin expedition, had 
funds permitted.

Professor Wise, too, in 1873, came 
within an a Ce of starting for the 
Pole in a pair of twin balloons, giv­
ing together a lifting power of 
15,900 lbs., a carrying power of 9,- 
500 lbs., and 7,600 lbs. of disposable 
ballast.
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Songs o’ the Sea,
‘Little Jack Horner,

Old Jock paused for a moment from 
his arduous labor of batik splicing a 
hemp strop. Eagerly he relit his ob­
stinate clay pipe. A smile of satis­
faction shone over his weather­
beaten old face as the smoke came 
anew in clouds, writes A. B. W. Cur­
ran Reedy, in Blighty. London. 
Without a moment’s hesitation, he 
resumed his work with marlinsplke 
and neatly whipped strands. At the 
same time he commenced yet another 
of those queer rhythmic jargons of his 
old sailing days.

As a boy Jock roamed around the 
Pacific in an old American wind­
jammer. He retains mucj» that is 
characteristic of clipper days. No 
word of his ever speaks in praise of 
steamships; he is an encyclopedia of 
sail. Turbine's do not interest him,

A rhyme very familiar to 
folks is that which tells how 
"Little Jack Horner sat in a corner

Eating hie Christmas pie;
He put in hie thumb, and pulled out 

a plum,
And said, ’What a good boy am I!*”
'Why Master Homer thought him­

self such a good boy is a question 
that may have occurred to many 
juveniles as requiring some answer, 
and when they have read the true 
history of his doings they will agree 
that the answer to that question is 
as great a puzzle as ever, for Jack 
Homer’s conduct shows him to have 
been anything but a good boy.

The ancient town of Glastonbury, in 
Somersetshire, used at one time to 
possess a very beautiful abbey, in­
habited by generations of monks, 
who spent their days and years in 
ceaseless prayer and praise.

This abbey was afterwarde destroy­
ed by the ruthless hand of Henry 
VIII., but when Jack Homer was a 
boy it was in all its glory.

The abbot was a great man, tre­
mendously rich and the head of a 
great many monks.

Jack Homer was neither abbot nor 
monk, but only scullery lad in the 
great abbey kitchen. You might 
have seen him any day turning the 
spit, or running here and there at the 
beck and call of the abbey cooks—a 
red-headed, freckle-faced boy, with 
small, cunning-looking light grey 
eyes, and a big head.

Those were troublesome times for

young
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PYORRHEA.
Of all the poison taken into the 

blood, the germs and pus contributed 
by diseased gums (Pyorrhea) ara 
the most destructive to the human 
system. If every red blood cell is 
forced to fight against numbers of 
germs to the cell, the blood cannot 
attend to the building up of the body, 
and it allowed to continue the sys­
tem is bound to break down and 
eventually you are an invalid. Ktd- 
nty. stomach, heart trouble, rheuma­
tism and many other diseases are 
brought oh by diseased gums «tnd 
teeth.
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Newfoundland
Queer Indian Ferries.Postage Stamps

In a country where rivers are sub­
ject to sudden and heavy
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euantitv nf TTsed Postage Stamps of 
Newfoundland, especially Caribou 1*18 
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*<■„ vaine per 160 ...........................26c.
Sc. vaine per 160 ...........................20c.
4c. vslne, each................................. lc.
6c. vaine, each ..  Kc.

For higher values we will allow 
one-third each of the face value and 
take any number of these at above 
prices.

Rtamns must he in good condition, 
not fora, damaged or too heavily can­
celled.

We will also buy for cash all other 
values, issues, etc., of Newfoundland 
Postage Stamps.

Send ns all the stamps you have 
and we will remit promptly on re­
ceipt We also tray West Indian 
Stamps. Price Est free on request 
We are the Oldest and the Largest 
Dealers in Postage Stamps in British 
North America.
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„ „ floods,
bridges are in many cases so inse- the abbey, for Henry VIII. had sent 
cure that ferries must always be to the abbot to demand that all the 
maintained in addition. Such is the ' wealth which belonged to the abbey, 
case in India, and the methods of. together with the title deeds, should 
crossing streams to-day are what they be delivered over to him on pain of 
have been from the earliest times, death. This put the poor abbot in a 
says an exchange. An American con- terrible plight. At first he determ in­
sular officer tells how he was taken ed to resist the unjust exaction of the
across an Indian river at the- time of great monarch, but, finding such re-
a freshet. The contrivance was sim- sistance uselses, he had decided to 
pie, and has been used in the Orient send the deeds to London, in com­
as long as history shows any record, pliance with the King’s request.

A cord having been fastened to a But who was there to take them?
large, elongated gourd, and a smaller If it became known that the title
gourd being also tied to it, the native deeds of the rich Abbey of Glaston- 
gets astride, and laying his breast up- bury were on their way to London, 
on the larger gourd paddles across there was every probability of them 
with his hands and feet. being stolen. It was a perilous

Women, too, avail themselves of ionroey In those days from Glaston- 
this singular contrivance, under the bury to London. Railways had not 
escort of a ferryman, who similarly been invented, and there were no 
mounted, takes his charge in tow, Policemen. At length one of the 
carries her basket, with perhaps a monks- Brother Ambrose, by .name, 
child in it, on his head, and convevs bit upon a scheme. He proposed
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ANNOUNCINGable lift across.
These methods of crossing rivers, 

however, are hardly in accordance 
with our ideas of comfort. So the 
American thought one day as he 
stood, after a long ride, on the bank 
of a wide and rapid stream ' which 
separated him from his halting place. 
He did not relish the idea of buffet­
ing the muddy current on a horse of 
gourds, but as there was not a boat 
within twenty miles it seemed as if 
he must either do this or bivouac on 
the bank with his dinner.

While he was in this dilemma a 
native signified that he would soon 
get the foreigner right. From a neigh­
boring hut he brought a native bed­
stead—not a four-poster such as west­
erners use, but a small light frame 
of wood having four little legs and 
held together by the interlacing of a 
piece of cord, which thus forms a sort 
of netted bottom to this simple piece 
of furniture. The native next brought 
out four round earthen pots, and after 
protecting the bottom of each with a 
few inches of sand he put the legs of 
the cot into the pots and signified 
that the vessel was ready to be 
launched.

As the American sat doubled up on 
this extemporized raft in company 
with his saddle, he found himself 
raised an inch or so above the level 
of the water, the earthen pots form­
ing admirable floats. A couple of 
lusty swimmers then took Him in tow 
and soon landed him on the opposite ' 
bank. !

Dressehe recently related that in the old 
sailing days of his youth—“when 
seamen were seamen”—each crew of 
working hands was led by a chantey- 
man, who sang a line or two of re­
citative, haphazard nonsense, to 
which the toiling seamen added a 
so-called chorus. Jock assured us 
that a chanteyman he once knew who 
hailed from Florida could keep a 
crew singing for an hour without 
once repeating himself. Old Jock 
rates him a step higher than Nelson, 
side by side with Capt. Kidd and 
Paul Jones. We sometimes think 
that he once shipped under the Jolly 
Roger—But there's nothing about it 
on his papers.

Old Jock is still singing. His 
voice floats down from the boat deck 
above:
T5r skipper’s name was Aaron Rug&,

His face was ripe ma-hog-any!
Aye! Aye! he loved a well-filled jug, 
He'd keel a nigger an’ string a thug;

But he wasn’t the chap to log any.
Jock is going ahead with his 

quaint nonsense at a rate o’ knots. 
The sea road is thronged with all 
sorts of queer folk, but Jock is the 
queerest to be encountered in many a 
mile.

JUMBO LINE OF
STATIONARY ENGINES.*The Maritime 

Dental Parlors
admittance to the royal presence. 
The pie was placed in his charge, and 
he started upon his journey.

For a long time he jogged along 
comfortably enough, then the wolf in 
his inside began to make its presence 
known, and Jack felt those cravings 
for food which were never long ab­
sent from his hungry stomach. Then 
it seemed to him that a pie baked in 
the abbey kitchen expressly for the 
King must be good. First of all he 
put his nose to the pie, and then he 
peeped through the hole in the crust, 
but neither sight nor smell satisfied 
his craving; he inserted his finger 
and thumb through the hole.

The plum he pulled out was a piece 
of parchment covered with writing—

! a wonderful mystery to Jack. “DW 
I ever anybody see the lolkes o’ this!”
I he said, turning it over and staring at 
j it with all his eyes. "It’s a puzzle to

The JUMBO is a powerful engine suitable 
for sawing, hoisting, etc., operates on kerosene 
and is equipped with magneto; no batteries are 
required for starting.

We can also supply SAWS, MANDRELS, 
HOISTS, etc.

The Heme ef Good Dentistry.
Free examination, advice and exact 

estimate of putting your teeth in per­
fect condition. This is a day of spe­
cialists. If you intend getting false 
teeth made, or if you are wearing 
teeth that are unsatisfactory, why not 
consult a specialist. It costs yoe 
nothing.

Remember when you pay more for 
dental work than we charge you are 
paving for something that does not 
exist. All branches of dental work 
evnertlv executed.
Full Upper or Lower Sets,

$12.00 end $16.00 
Painless Extraction.......................60c.

JOBS STORES,LimitedM. S. POWER, D.D.S
By Air to the Pole,(Grsdrste ef EMTadelphli Dental Col* 

lege, Gsrretson Hospital of Oral 
Surgery, and Philadelphia 

General Hospftzl.)
176 WATER STREET. 

'Phone 62. P. 0. Bax 1220,
(Opp. M. Chaplin.) 
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Going to the North Pole by air­
ship, a feat which Is about to be at­
tempted, is no new idea. In fact, it 
is very old; older, indeed, than even 
the balloon itself. True it is that, 
until Andre set off An his ill-fated 
expedition in July, 1897, no one had 
actually attempted the .feat But so

near Glastonbury, he claimed and ob­
tained them.

and delivered over the remaining 
parchment to his Majesty, but of the 
one abstracted he said nothing. 
Years afterwards he laboured to un­
derstand it, and finding that it en­
titled the possessor to certain lands

They are mountains all over W 
Rico ranging in height from 1,006 
to upwards of 2,-fiOO ft. They rise

KNOWLING’S have just points for the most part, harinf 
opened a splendid assortment of flat surface at their tops. They ' 
LADIES’ UMBRELLAS. Prices not covered with forest, and are oil 
from

| Stiff Bristled Ebony Backed 
I Brushes, just the thing for 
j Xmas Gifts. R. H. TRAPNELL,Waller A. O’ D. Kelly,
LTD.—dec8,3i

Licensed Auctioneer and 
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Auction & Private Sales
Of HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE, REAL 
ESTATE and an claaaea of goods un­
dertaken. Personal attention and 
PROMPT RETURNS guaranteed.

If you want to eell your HOUSE or 
LAND, list it with me. Every day 
we have enquiries for property.

We have space at our Auction 
Room, Adelaide Street, to receive ar­
ticles of Furniture, etc., that may be 
offered for sale.

We also make a specialty of all 
kinds of BUILDING MATERIALS.

Address:
Cor. of Adelaide & George 
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FOR THE HOLIDAY SEA­
SON—Ross'a Dry Ginger Ale (the 
nearest thing to Champagne) or 
Ross’s assorted Aerated Drinks. Ask 
ytmr dealer for them. Cases at re­
markably low prices from P. E. OUT-
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