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Continued from last week;

4®0R + SCIENCE + AGAINST SAVAGE : FORCEGp

? '

No sooner hinted than accomplisbed, The
professor put his lips $o the  crevics, and
throwing his voice down into Buck-Tooth's

cépagigns “month; astouished ‘that ‘worthy
fully more than any one present by making

im éxclaim :

+ ¥*Lone Wolf ig no warrior.”

Buck Tooth was pegrified. His mouth stood
wide open, and his eyés were big with astons
ishment.. Anger swelled toe veins bn the big
forehead of Lone Wolf, auger fired his eyes ;
he :éunod his.1 ps, bus anger.deprived lim of
words. The profgssor kindly supplied them :

= Bwk Tooth-is -a. blae ”  he-gade
Loue Wolf say, (Thif is'a” deadly insdlt to
ap Indjan.) _‘~He is a_papoose a# long asmy
tinger, and his head is no bigger than a pek.”

With a roar-of rage;” Buck Tooth drew his

ife,'and so did Lone Wolf.  Bothiwere fill-

with astonishment,. both brimming over
with rage, Their mutual wonder. aloge de-
layed the bloody conflict, and the other chiefs

ing advanfage of the pduse, terposed,
The professor, rezardful of dramatid proprie-
ties, next attended to Buck Tooth.

**8haoo-fly 7" that warrior seemed. to baw]
over ths shoulders of those that héld him.
““Get Lone Wolf a synaw’s petticoat—he’s an
old woman! Shoo-fiy ! ha, ha, ha !”

* "With a yell like a tiger, Lone Wolf began
to shrow the warriors separating him from’his
foeright aud left, when a new source of an-
noyauce called his attention; for a loud
laugh of derision seemed to arise from the
crowds.of gaping squaws at either side, and
they began to sing, in every variety of dis-
cordant tone, and much to their own amaze :
<4 Bhoo-fly | - Don’t botider me !”

*‘ Buck Tooth’s a biack mag.!”

The. two chieis.forgot each other af this
new insult, and like brave warr ors rushed
upor thre two ecrowds of women and dogs, who
fled screaming before them. Haying dispersed,
these with some Dbruises and cuts, they re-
tarned to their proper quarrel,

¢ Let’s see how they'll make it up,” whis-
péred Kit, and the protessor was silent.

“Why does Lope Woli.call mea black
nmen 7'

“ Why does Back Tooth call me a “shoo-
ﬂy ’ ?H '

“1 didn’¢.”

* Neither did 1”

A big yellow dog sat or stood beside his
owner on the ouher side of the fire, gazing at
the "altercation with open jaws and flabby
jowls, ~ Kit po:nted out this chance to- Dor-
mouse, and instantly :

** Ha, ha, ha!” roared the dog. and the |

sound echowig in bis thrdat, taused him to
shake his head asif he was enjoying the joke
hugely, \

The two belligerent chiefs gazed at the
jovial animal, and he gazed back at them.

‘* Ha, ha, ha ! be laughed. * You'rs a
pair of fools !”

Instantly the $wo raging chiefs, who seemed
willing to tackle anytbing but each other,
dréw hatchet “and charged upon the eritical
cur, who tarned $ail, with an ignominious
velp, and being “obstructed in his passage,
commenced savagely to eat his way fo safety
through the legs of the crowd.
¥ Such ascene ! 'SBuch dapcing, and yelling,
and torrents of broken Euglish: were never
seeu or heard.

Tne scens was ludicrous in the extreme—
beyond the power of description ; bat a
bnncl:n of fire-crackers from rofessor’s

the midst of the 2. howling Tout De-
low, made 1t 80 diab lically funny thet e;
mischief-makers above roared, and rolled,
sad kicked on stone floor abové the scene.
Indeed. so great was their enjoyment that
they did not feel that their rolling and kick-
ing was actually shaking the rock on which
they lay, and never dreams of danger until
the thin layer gaye way beneath their com-
bified weight, and scout, magician, doctor.
and frontiersmen were precipitated into the
midst of the howling demons below.

CHAPTER X.

THE FLIGHT—THE TA0 READY ENIFE—TREA-
SO0N AND RETRIBUTION,

It would be difficult to say whether the
Indians, flattened out by the mass of sand-_
rock and human flesh precipitated upon them,
or the white men, who were the cause of tive
didaster, were most frightened or astoiished.

savages were decidedly the greatesy suf-

. physically, for the bodies of the pros-

tfated oues formed a sort of cushion to break’
the fall of Kansas Kit and his friends,

Neither party deiayed long to rub their
wounds or make inquiries into the extent of
the casunaities. The disabled coudition of the
savages on whom the avalanche bad déscend-
ed, and the utter consternation of those who
had been fortunate enough to escape, hindered
any, even' the shghtest, endeavour om their
pars to find out the cause of this most nnex-
pected effiect, and  the white men were too
much overjoyed at the demoralization of
their dreaded foes and their own escape from
broken necks to remain long ifi the place:

Their chance of liberty lay ip the darknest
and hubbuh of confused pefreat, and at the
suggestion of Kit they seized upon it.

With one action they started upand dashed
away wildly throdgh one of the cave avenues,
along which a portion of the escaped savages'
were. rushing pell-mell. -Before the panic-
stricken savages wegt the squaws and doge in
most horrible confusion, and Kansas Kit and
bis. frignds brought up the rear.’ Guessing
that the Indians’ precipitate retreat wasas
mugh:eaused by superstition as by fear of the
monntain failing on them, pot only did Pro-
fessor Dorhiotise exert his powers of ventrilo-

nism to add to their iantastic terrors, Lut
iit and the rest iucreased the din with
every h).de‘l sound their lusgs could pro-
duce. 3 ;

To make all this confusion worse con-
fonnded, a loud explosion, accompanied with
sereams of agony, suddenly echoed through
the caves. Kit conjectured that this was
caused by the powder horns of some of the
sprawling  savages coming in coafact with
the emberf of the fire in their endeavours to
free themseives from the débris, In a moment
the truth of hus supposition was proved by
two or three screaming wretches, with what
clothes ‘¥hey" wore ablaze, rushing through
them like firé"fiends.

A dark figure of an Indian rashed up,
barely discernible in the starlight. -More;
thah one hand clutched a weapon, but the
figure threw up its unarmed bands in the
indian‘mannérof appeal, anf) by the actién,
more than the gutieral tone that foliowed,
they knew that it was-theipr ‘Kiowa iriend of
the cave.

« Ugh-~come soon 1" he gasped, hurriedly.
“Let 'n Kit and White Medicine —
Matecho {huibo—follow Prairie Dog. He
take you to the horses. Quick, "fore Lone

Wolf come.” k

- L:ne Wolf 1” cried Kansas Kit.  **Has
he escaped ?” W :

“Yes, Lone Wolf mie. Boon behers,
Mad like a panther,”

“M sci - but Beeclzebub’s geod to.
his owi}’?:aideme as_they followed che In-
dian gnide througt ' the darkuéss .alogg the.
mountain foot. ’

They- were ‘on. the .. side of A
mounthfa-sphito that st which the camp had

been sitiated, and nad nently escaped
from the cave by the mmﬁ&wh}d
Dormouse, Dick Nclson, and the

men had “entered it The "8old ")
breeze, and the unaccountable sound whi
foretells the approach of mors 3
their cheeks and whispered in-h

they followed rapidly and steal

steps of the Prairie-Dog. They

they went, lest even the dim

veveal their moving forms to the

| had them hemmed in in the ¢ave?

_side. of the | 8994

| of Lone Woli and his band, who, having

rallied, were now returning toward the gavern
of mystery. The chief bad discovered that
his flight had been caused by his swn suffer-
ing desperadees, and- his chagrin- st -having
fied from nothing before His warrior's eyes
made his rage ungovernable. - The fugitives
could hear his deep-toried gxclamations of
anger as he went, and were glad at it, for it
kept the attention of the enemy from them,
7 he pacd l<:;f Prairie Dog was in , and

18 eager whispers :nhnd snat-pf his fol
lowers ds they heard" the Indians l?o'piu't the
mouth of -the ‘ca¥e ko ¢6
ing in, TIf Lone Wolf was afraid to go i
he said, the Indigns would come ' for their
horses. After progressing some distance along
the monntain-toot, the Indian ¢ a halting.
signal, and lhistening intently they heard the
soung (:f hrr;u‘ feet nhewdi. . r

*“Only Indian boys with the horses,” he
whispered to Kit, who was nexs him.

*“Come. - We must get’ away from this,”
said Kansas Kit. ** We will gag these boys
or take them prisoners, and carry them to the
i8rt.along with us, Go on.”

‘“ Me go first,” said the Indign.  ** When
I speak -(hiss) like a snake, yon come.”

** Don’t hurt the bove—we’li follow and se-
cure them,! said Kis, but.at the instant he
discovered that the Indian was gone w)thout
hearing his last words, and with all the
practised agility of which he was master he
followed in his wearly noiseless footateps.

Down a slope toward where a nnmber of

1 tall, slim trees could be' dimly’seen through

the darkness, they went, and'the uneasy
movements of the animals could be more
piainly beard at every yard they advanced.
Whether it was this sound or the increased
rapidity or greater care of the Indian thas'
caused it. Kansas Kit suddenly lost all
hearing of the guide’s steaithy progress, and
also the very dim glimpse of his moving
form, which had hertofore served to mark his
route,

scout’s mind by Prairie Dog’s ready friend-
ship to him and his eompln%ons. and his easy
treason to his own race, spranginto life, He
haited his party, and whispered orders for
them to be ready for assanlt. He was puz-
zled—bewildered. If this was a trap. why
bad the fellow saved them .from immediate
' death between the two parties of Indians who |
The an-
swer came guickly, with  all 1ts unassuring
effect. The Indian was in their power tnen,
and knew that immediate death would have
been his if a sign of treasonable design. had
escaped him. " Suddenly a startled movemens
of one of the hotses, accompanied by & low
whinny, was heard ahead ip the darkness; then
a smothered humaa ¢ry, followed by a gurg-
ling sound; and then—the hiss of the
snake ! . 3 . . ,

A thrill of horror ran through the stout
hearts of the hearers, and Corduroy Mike,
laying his big hand on the arm of his friend,
said, with hoarse anger :

“The infarnal butcher has killed the
boys 1”

*‘ Yes, hang him 1”,said Ransas Kit, with-
out moving, in obedience to the Indian’s sum-
mons ; for even in his present strait his kind-
ly heart rebelled at the thought ot being ia-
debted to such a- dastardly act as even the

laughter of his enemies’ children imfaseis

berty,. But as they hurdt and i

riedly : ‘“But, fellows, dirty a grick a
is, we'must take advantage of il

Obedient to_ his suggestion they moved
rapidly on, and entered the scattered grove
where .the horses were tied with feelings of
awe unusnal to men reared amid scenes of
blood. But the surrounding blackness apnd
the mournful sighing of the trees were suffi-
cient to add to the horror - they felt for the
cold-blooded fragedy they were sure had been,
committed, -2 ¥

+ Even the dark-formed horses tied to the
surrounding trunks seemed to shudder at the
deed, and the repeated,* hiss” oi the, perpe-
trator fell with an‘icy chili upon their ears,

** Come guick,” he said, as soon as he be-
came aware of their proximity. *‘ Unloose
the horses, Lone Woif come. He no want
any to go to the fort. He no let any white-
tkin go, ‘The boys no cry out. Take the
horses. Go ! The boys .no war-whoop to
Lone Wolf no more.”

* He ended this whispered speech with a
thuckle vhat shocked Kaneas Kit, and caused
bim jnvoluntarily to grasp his knife to strike
the seli-complacent ruffian ; but the chuckle
of the medicine-man seemed to be echoed by
s mocking, gurgling sound from’ the dark
ground before them, and the savage with an
exclamation sprang toward the syot, as if to
complete his'work.

K4t felt his movement, and haurled him
back, and then stooping down, his hands
came in comtact with first ‘'one wet, warm
orm and then another, and he thought he

it the heaving of lite in the last.

Immediately all thoughts of the position of
himseli'and’ companions flew fiom his mind,
and only - the impulses of hbhumanity and
generosity filled his heart,

“ Oge of these poor children is living,” he
gaid, *“*Ionly wish to Heaven we had a
light,” : %

* Wouldn’t it be risky ?”’ said -one of the
men. ;

“The whit# -men are fools K to make
fire,” said Prairie Dog. *‘Lone Wolf Has
eyes like a cat.” :

Professor Dormouse had opened his all-
contsining knapsack at Kit's first word, and
produced a large glass vial filled with a dull,
shining liymd.

* Herd,” ho8aid, *is a light that will need
no fire.”

As he
gooner had the air toucbed 1ts contents than
it was lighted apwith a silver lambency, not
very strong or far reaching, indeed, butsuf-
ficiently bright to display near objects with
beautiinl etiect. And it.was. a wild tabiean—-
beautiful even in its overpowering hurror—on
which its light fell as the professor stooped—
& group to freeze & human heart.

An Indian boy and girl, both beautiful,
yegy beautiful ‘for Indiang~—snd both much
better clad than Indians generally aie, sat at
the foot of a tree, They had evidently been
sleeping when the murderous knife smote-
them; - The boy’s form was uprighs, and his
head thrown back slightly to one side, show-
iag his graceful neck severed from ear to ear.
The girl’s head lay in his lap as she might
have lain in slumber, with her beantiful long
hair partly covering her face, and the ugly
gash in the side of her neck from which toe
lifa stream spurfed at .every  spasmodic
heéave of the héart. * She was still living, but
it could not last long.

In an instant the poor creature was in Kan-
r Kit’s arms, and Dr. Dick Nelson was on

is knees at her side, wildly tearing his shirt
into ribbons for bandages to staunch the
quick-fowing blood.

Never was seen a more strange or painful
sight thap that sy ul oyeration in the for-
est by the ghastly glimmer of phosphuretted

il. Never did_life-endangered men more
;l;:aﬂ'mhly forget ‘and enmity to do a
deed.

"% The mtirderer 'was quite  unconcerned by

the apparent horror of the white men at his
deed, - His whole sttention was taken up by
the strange manner in , which the professor
- 1 and hegaped at the radiant

ousuly bstére Ventar- |

The suspicions already engendered in the | .

ke he uncorked the bottle, and no |

. _her ecab . he
_“*Mipe! mine! my boy! mygirl! me
Peaci Dog ‘;;;%i‘& e ony s
e ke

. mi 0O-wais-sa—the Blue bird.
Mine ! mine ! :

P

in _,I.siav'va tongue, It dmmt s0u

tion ; it more %1
R
ec 47 Wi
frightful cadences afat upon the :i!:ht air,

sas o VN
““Shat yer pratie trap or I'll putmy brogue
in it,” cried utcgilg
der and shaking him violently, but the fellow
whipped out his knife and would have slaugh-.
tered his pacifier had not the Irishmandrawn
off and ted one of his huge fists in his
face with such force as to send bim whirling,
hoop-fashion, through the trees.
ou like a touch of the commaulyeen, ve dirty

aggard ¥ he mnd. after the doubled-up
L iian ks bowling volwe bo bad abilied had

alpeagdy dope the evil feared, for its Tast yell |,

was lohoo:"ﬂb!; the hwﬂijd thri:*l of! the war-
whoop, mingled with fierce yells of rage from:
the direction oi'?thn cavern, and the rapid
rushing of many
‘hasting over bramble and rock toward thé
temporary corral. i

“ Quick, guick ¥’ cried Kansas Rit, at the
top of his voice, for there was now no need of
concealment. *“Unhitch the strongest of the
horses and stampede the rest.” :

Fortunately for them some of the more
cautious and matter-of-fact of the men had
aiready untied sufficient of the animals for
the psr?. It was but an instant’s work to
cut the halters of the rémainder, and then
there was mounting in hot ‘haste, each fugi-
tive holding the rein of one of the” riderless
beasts. 3 o ;

“ Here, Mike | Hold -the girl ’till I mount,”
cried Kit, and springing on one of the horses
held for him, he holH’out hisarms, *‘ Now,”
he sajd,. ¢ give her to me,”,

‘“What ?” cried several, in rapid, astonished
utterances. ;

*“Give her to me,” was the almost savage
answer.
““%1eave her! ILeave her, Kit!” cried-
several of'the men. ‘‘ Her own people will
take care of her, if there is life in her !’

“They know her father’s treason and
they’ll tomahawk her,” roared Kit, im-

buman being |

‘rﬁ-ﬂfiw:mmmv‘m?ﬁwug :
ad like & 1a- |

Y gﬁg_phh! Stop him, ih,l"ghdxwf )
5 o

**How do |'

oacasined feet was heard |-

came | her
by | the sad coloaf of an snthmn leaf

him by the shoul- | but the

J ¢ half-bread,
hos 8 with Lone Wolf was
described in a'form8F chapter.. ¥
That n, whea his eyes fell on the well-
known form and face of i

060 much taken uwp with
: ”hmm ..in to notice
¢ kept his eye upon
time, thu:z it ‘:u
more from fascingii than any khowledge or
suspicion . of the ¢ of the' man’s angry
Kit pleaded w  immediate punish-
ment of the 1t d’ the Brai e
) rescue ) M t te Rath, who,
;?Ed. if left % the - mercies of the
Apaches, had far b?ﬁ- been killed with her

parents, = - - bt S
) The official a¢ Kit’s sonclusion opened his
mouth and spake. Hedrawled drearily about
delegations, and depugations, and reserva-
“fions, and conciliations, and ail the other
words of like termination that he could drag
into his oration. e

* Botheration ! cried Kansgs Kit, ** what
are soldiers abd men‘and arme hére for? Is
it to figcht savages or to jaw with Quakers, who
haven’tthe common spank to save their own
danghters and wives fromr these flends that
they cover with besd8 and feed on sugar
candy ¥’ i

The commissioner, :in a blustering manner,
buttoned up his cost; and immediately un-
buttoned it agatn.

* Who are yoa, sit'?” he cried, with puffed

cheeks., P

BR 20, 1883,

-

the bed and looked down

4 t{ of the  patient with more

rcvs in o umf " Mnim.h' 'onbi:hu

l‘ﬂ‘g' ever feltor shown any

m a'lu loss of blood had

s ] ) in

8 k‘-&“ gheeks. Her skin was now of’

I f, and her lips

,bore a  purplish hue. They were slight-

Iy ; showing small; re testh of

‘unusnsl whiteness, Her hair, which was a

beauty in itself, lay dishevelied around the

llow, ‘and: long lashes of the same inky
mnnm fringed the closed eyes, i

“ Poor young thing! Ihope'she'll recover,”
said Kit, sadly. . 1 most .go, Dick, but I
look upopn vhis girl as my charge, and I wans
you to take good care of her and make her all
right by the time I come back. I will make
it all righwith you.” -

* Now that’s just what I called yon in for,”
said Dick, earmestly, *‘I kinéw you were
going to ask me to do‘that. Bat the profes-
sor and I have had onr heads together, Kit,
and the faet is we have other plaus,”

*“QOh, of course 1 don’t wish to interfere
with your arrangements,” said Kit, in a dis-
appointed tone. ‘*I owe you a great deal
more tow, Dick—both yvou and the professor
—than I'll ever be able to pay. You needn’t
say ‘n0,’ and try to shut me up, I know it
_i'a have been butchered like an antelope by
them Kio's if it hadn't been for and Bim,
Byt ..i' on the seont; and I did hope,

8 I could have left the girl here in your
. She’s the

first thing in petficoats ever I owned, and I
don’t like to leave her tostrangers that have
10 love to any of her blood.”

“ Leave her with the sargeon, Kit. Splen-
did feilow, kind-h as a Newfoundland,
skilful as Asculapius—put a new soul in an
old sorpsé quick as a galvanic battery would
snimate a frog—he’s the fellow, Kit.”

“ Bas, Dick, I'll pay——"

‘ Ob, bother th;}ny ! Dod’t insult my
philosophic ears. v dear Kitten, I have
been so' long used to give my professional
services for nothing, ng live upon the income
vhence derived, that in my eyes pay has be-
¢ome an u } and unnee nuisance,
The truth i, Kit, there’s"no use ia trying to
turn the professor and me out of the way,
We're stubborn as mules, both of us. Do
you think anyone else but stubborn cusses
would have persisted in @arrying the show

| obmrge to make herall well,

o

»

. -+ “DOWN .WITH THE

= r O

'NAYGURS| DOWN WITH THE BLACK AND TANS!®

patiently, for already the yelling savages
were close at hand, and their random bullets
were begiuning to fly. through. the trees
around tbem. . ‘“If you leave her you leava
me, too !” !

The impalsive young man was about to
throw hiwmself from his seat when Cordurey
Mike caught the wounded giri up 1tn his

werful arms and laid her across the scont’s

nees, ' h

' Heaven bless yer big heart, Kit,” “he
said, ‘“and may it presarve the girleen’s life.
1f it does, we'll adopt her. Whist! That
was an ear tickler. Ride for yer life !”

They did ride with a will, and the screech-
ing oi the savages, which .had lulied for a
moment as if they were listening to assure
themselyes of the number and whereabouts
of their foes, broke out' at the sound of the
hoofstrokes with trebly terrific din, and the
bullets guided by the echo of the flight, fol-
lowed thick and fast.

The horsemen bad at first but little advan.
tage over the Indiins .on foot, owing fo the
remarkable fleetness of the 'latter .and their
hetter kowledge of the ground over which
both parties were flying -io. the ~darkness.”
Addzd to this the whites were encumbered
with the extra horses which they had tdken
siong for their own ufeti sake and t0 retard.

ursuit. Many wished aloud that they had

t:llod theni at thé tether.  But this encum.
branee di?i uot last h:lng,lfor a8 00D t: they
had passed the rug 8 and struck on &
trip of clear botxa::. ,vellop:nowq to Kansas
i{j he ‘immediatély gave command t0 let
the extra hogses. No sooner were the
-freed, than, atfirighted by tne voni-

“bined yells of their former owners and their
iberators, they started ahead a% panic speed,

d bein un{urdenad, soon distanced the
others. THis was the very object desired.

Then the men were able to use their arms,
and Joaded and fired l;Hl‘.ll they dashed on,
This somew hat checked the pursuit of the In-
dians, and soon she Superiority of horse en-
durance over human began to tell. The shots
were few alid dtraggling, and the war-whoops:
became'asghmatig and gaspy, 80 noficeably so
that Corduroy Mike said ‘=

‘¢ Be jabers, boys, they sound more like
‘Wwhoop-ing coughs than war-whoops "

At last the sounds of pursuit died away
altogethef, exeept that the oceasiongl bark of
& distant wolf or dog, undistinguishabie in
thejr rapid.riding, gave them a rather uncom-
fortable feeling ‘that the savages might have
set’ dogs upon their track. This kept them
from venturing to stop for breath, or even to

ee how thé Wonnded .gifl was, but Kansas
it p/aced his hand upon her heart ax:S was
sensible of aflnttering throb, and he made her

Posﬂ.!ﬁn “ag easy as possible, and held on,

* Thefirst gray tint of dawn was paling the
oraing star and thé ‘reveillé was soinding
heerily from the forf, when they reined in
eir foaming horses in sight of its walls,

. o ~-OBAPTER XL |
RED SE1NS, RED BLOOD, AND RED. TAPE—0-
vtmm»* WAISSA, THE BLOE BYRD,

| They were received with astonishment amd
1gratulation by the ol:u“and lolgen,
ho had been’rather d b
e panie-stricken s that 'h;l :&aeg
hem. Kansas first action was fo place
w hig s -ad

T

¥

** You know well wito 1 am,” answered Kit
angrily—** thatis, if yon know anything at
all. - ff you don’t kdow you ¢an ask the
Kicwas, who Kansas 5, and I'll bet you

five dollars they don't§augh at his name like |

they do at the fellow that aksis.” ;
“ Do you show no{respect for my posi-
tion ?” :

“* No more'n I do forhis,” ssid Kit, scorn.-

filly pointing to the most miserable, shabby-
looking wretoh of all the surrounding In-
dians, ! :

** Are you not afraidiof the consequences of
this behaviour toward e 2"

“ Afraid of you |” rogred Kit, in & tone of
savage scorn. ‘' Why should L be afraid o
You ? I never was afraid of man or beast yet,
no matter how big they were, and I've taken
your measure stmall I you. “Why, I've
just told you .a story; and these men have
backed it, that would ' make the heart of a
lamb as strong as ailion’s, Why, there’s
.nota man’s bair in the barracks ®ut your
own that didn't stasd on end, and you lis-
tened to it a8 if yont heart had been carved
outof a squash. - It's-a way we have West oi
speaking what we think, and if yon'don's re-
lish it, stranger; you'd} better get back to
polite compasdy mighty quick, for there’s no
one here "likely to hé‘.m love with such a
fish-blooded catawampus.” :

This was more, than jofficial -dignity could
bear, for not only the white frontiersmen and
soldiers, but even the tohed lndians, were
grinning at him, The agent slapped his hand
nervously behind him,  asif be would bave
‘drawn_ a revolver, " but. Kit, who wore hi-
frontier fashion, in hisbelt, slapped oue band
on a burt-and waved ‘tlie other contemptu-
ou-l§ ’ 23
*“Keep still, now, iold man.” he-said.
““I'm not & child to ?akuud. Youn'd best
not tackle me, You /—youn haven’t got the
fl anest ' coyote of an

Yo“_—"
things were going
ibh wftenifug words,
and immed ately.the agént took and
demanded the sdouth L :

“ Yes, you can tr: varrést me, but {ou
can’t think of arresti ?ﬂe Wolf., But I'm
not one of the arresting kind. _If you dob’t
‘want to protect the’whites leave them to help
themselves. For me, I'm going alone to do
what you should let the' soldiers do.”

With these words e #alked away toward
where the borses that bronght thém from the
Kiowa eamp were tieg, but the agent, taking
this for a,victory over the contumelious scout,
addressed the major og’tpqu g

¢ | wish that man to be detained !” he said.

Kansas K't turned adgrily, and the major

shook his head wishiaipitying ‘emile ‘8¢ the

irave official, L E
“Iam nob n'lm ‘he has done any-
thing to justify his deténtion, sir,” be said..
+ »*What !’ exclaimed #he man, ** has he
not obstructed me in the parsaance of my
duty E o ’ & ,
““Oh, no, np.{" Kit, ‘“No fear
anyone doing that, wﬁoﬂ't givethem th
chance, Far from obstriicting you here, I'll
Ea you a horse and help you. Your duty !
| bal!” b !

With these mocking words Kit 'b.e'n 'b:.lkk.
ingaway again tow e'horses w ic
Nelson came out,nﬂ*:’::md hip;“jf:ag

across ¢ square and fol--
) Jthim.. .
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~in & tone of pity. |

business beyond the utmost limits of civiliza-
t}i‘on {and audienges,  aa we have dome?

0." .

“You had at least one good audience'l”
said Kit, with a laugh.

¢ Yes ; thats it |“ cried Dick, with a clapof
his hands. ** 8o highly delighted were we
with the eminentsuccess which uttended that
memorable performance, and the extravagsut
expressions of appreciation and delight be-
stowed on our humble endeavours, that we
intend extending our season indefinitely in
the.same distriots. In serious briefness, my
dear fellow, tive professor . and I have deter-
mined that vou  shall not go on this scont
alone,  We willaccompany you.”

Kit ptood back and stared in surprise at
the speaker’and at the professor, who bad en-
tered unheard.

“ What!” he exclaimed; *‘you can’t be
serious ! What wonld become of your busi-
ness, your professions ?”

“Pooh ! business isn’t worth shucks! Pro-
fession be blowed ! There's a blamed sight
more professing than making a living., Dor-
mouse has got dihgaud and longe to waste
his fireworks on the desert air in pursuitof
matérial for some more taking show than the
sciengifie.” . . - ;

A stealthy footfall, followed immediately
by a heavy one, broke in upon this harangue,
and the party tbrning, saw the interpreter,
Rice, his supple, graceiyl form showing in
contrast with the rugeed muscularicy of Cor-
durey Mike, who stood in the door behind
"“f.nun Kit knew_the  interpreter well,

g met him very frequently at the coun-
cils ‘and pow-wows 80 ' common at ‘the agen-
cies, and be returned his greeting with the
blunt courtesy of his nature.

1 was giad to hear that Mi® Brandon’s
alive,” said Rice,assuming a candour of speech
thas his oily tones "belied: ‘‘The agent is
wrong to refuse pursuit. 7 will go with you,
1 know all the country.”

Kit eaught sight of Corduroy Mike's arm
shaking in warning above the half-breed’s
head, but his attention was called ifrom the

ignal by a stranger occurrence.

u&ioo had spoken in a smooth, silken tone,
much lower any of the others had done
during the conversation I have recorded, and
was also farther from the bed; but; at the
sound of his voice the wounded girl opened
ber large, lustrous eyes with a painful start,
rolled them around- searchingly untl they

d with a shuddering look on~ the inter-
preter’s face. ;

His dark orbs gleamed for an instantas

thag met those of the girl, and then drgr.pod.
, O-waia-sa pat out her head in - a feeble en-
deavour fo catch Kit's sleeve as he stood near
her; but the  weak arm dropped, and the
scous, notieing the action, bent his ear to her
lips, and h in the very faintest of whis-

pers; the ted word ;—

** Shejab ’ shejah 1"

These words meant  *‘bad, evil.”  Then
the eyelids closed again with a quivering
motion. . g

‘*She raves,” said Kansas Kit, turning to
Dick Nelson ; and at. the words the - imtervre-
ter steppad forward and stood at the bed-
side, gazing down upon the girl, like an evil
spirit waiting o-seize a parting soul,

CHAPTER XIL

COBDUROY MIEE ON HAND.
There was indeed a look of surprise npon
;{www‘-m y but he guickly quelled

How was she hurt?

& S0 A ¥

' little girl in kindness;’becan

THE HALF-BREED'S ATTEMPT AT MUBDER— |

"It is_O-wais-sa—the Blug Bid,” he suid,”

How come she wr Bhe i & ¢hild of *hs
owas.” 3 *

" Now, neither Kansas Kit nor hig friends

were in t| Lhm_nm to answer questions com-
ing in such a bombarding msaner, and, be:
sides, Kit, out of pity for girl and a sort of
faith towards her wretched father, who did
the deed iu the serviee of himself and friends,
instead of answering eXactly how the thing
occurred, and lest some one else should de so,
answered quickly and enrtly :

‘* The girl was nurb ih our fight with the
red-skins, that you heard me relating to that
fellow ottsideé, and we brought her here to
save her life from her own condemned
relatives,” | :

The interpreter immediately assumed a
adloudy look, and shook his head very gravely.

“Huom-u-u ! be said, in 8 purr like a pan-
ther’s. **That ia bad, Captain Kit.”

‘“Bad ! What's bad ?” cried the scout, tarn-
ing on him shortly.

‘“Shejah | Shejah 1” ( bad.) whispered
the wounded girl, an slight hissing
sound that'came from her lips made Rice give
a perceptible start and draw hithself together
ready to spring. i

““Just as you said, Captain Kit,” he re.
marked. *This poor Indian girl 1s raying,
She must be hurt bad, pocr thing. What I
meant by this béing,.bad, is that Lone Wali
will come to the agency'and say white- people
come and kill his people and take prisoners.”

O-wais-sa .gave a startled ery, or. rather a
gasp. and opening her eyes fastened them on
the interpreter in thav inexplainable manner
i which one viewsa loathsome object ; then,
as if to give corroboration to the idea of her
raving, she began to -whisper, The only
words distinguishable, were: - 4

““Oh, Otah—my father !—oh—Ah-Meek ! .
my brother I’

i “*Comte, we Qisturb her,” said Kit; **this
is no place to'taik. Come !

O-wais-sa, with aoc apparent effort, jerked
ber hand feebly to restrain him, and, with her
guzelle-like eyes fastened on his; moved her
lips without emitting any sound. At this
hint Kjt bent bis head to the pillow, and
heard the words:

‘* Mevahachta Mawhingon!” (He is a
wicked. wolf?)

Kit took the little brown hand and pressed

it, and felt a very feebie pressure in return.
Then hétarnsd to leave the room, and as he
did so hiseyes met those of Rice, who seemad
to be trying to read in his face the nature of
the whispered communication made by the
girl, and itis to be supposed he read that it
was not very favourable to himself, for, Kan-
sas Kit was a man who had never studied the
arts of dissimulation, and took no. trouble to
hide his feelinys from anvone. - Kit knew that
this wild child of the desert, he had rescued
from death, had some very good reason for the
words she had spoken against this person. in
whosé veins ran the blood of her race, and the
distaste he had formerly entertained for the
sleek-tongned Lone Wolt suddenly grew into
bate. That hate Rice saw flash out of his
eyesas they fell upon him. 'But he sunk his
knowledge of ‘'Kit’s - hate“in his bosom to
render thiat éven bittérer than it was! He
said to the scout, with the smile and tonie of
a gtlnje audupright soul in whom there was no
guile:

fight with the Indians: Shall I go with you
on this scout !” -

“No!” was the short, sharp, decided
nuswer,

““Why? Why ?" said the man, with an air
of sarprise.

Kitwas walking away,and never deigped to
turn his head toward the speaker, as he
mf'lm;:d: “ s

3 now the country and the langnages
myself. I don’t inf.emriy to shirk fight with
theskgnks, I pever travel with any one bat
a white man.” - . : ;

. "More gall for the ‘well of venom, and it
was propérly stowed away ‘in jts place. Kit
snd bis friends left the room, but Rice linger-

and Corduroy ' Mike, who

fd Seemed to éndeavouf to get
by the

| awdy from him, bat he clutohed her

breast and held her, trembling like adove in,
the gripof a hawk. : .

“4Qewais-sa 1” He ‘said, rapidly, with the
pite of a devilinevery.tone and Tiok. '*¥ou
said bad of me to the white sharp-shooter,
and I kill you.™

He caught the bandages that boand her
wounded neck, and ‘was about to twist them
in the manoer of a tourniquet, when Cordu«
roy Mike bounded on him like a lion. - One
buffet of l;ia tren;]endbotasn paw sent the ruffian
spinning from the bedside, neari 4
the girl with him. Although theyblmn %
stunner, he strove to stagger up trom the
floor, at the same time drawing a weapon ; but
Mike was as quick ashe was powerful; and;
catching up a bowi filled with liquid of some
kind from the table at the side of the bed,
he dashed it -full in the fellow’s face.
Under cover of the coafasion caused by this
he rushed in and struck the weapon from his
hand, and gnbbing him by the collar he ran
him to the door of the quarters, and with one
mighty heave he landed him in the centre oi
the square as flat as a flounder.

Kit and his friend were in consulation at
one side of the little plaza, aud thé agent or
Commissioner was spreading himseif to the
officers at the other when this strange intro-
duction of a central figure took place; All
started in asthodishment, for the ferlow was
streaming from head®to foot with the gruel
that was 1n the bowl, and bursting with anger
and want of breath. - They were not leit long
in doubt about the matter.

** Put yerfoot on thatalligator, Kit,” roar-
ed Mike, following up his quarfv. * Don’t
let the the thief o’ the world get off.”

That-was just what *‘the thief o' the
world" seemed inclined to do, but Kit was.on
bim in an instant. ~

** What 18 the meanijns of this?” cried both
the major and the agent, rushing toward the
spot where the lithe Indian was struggling in
the iron grip of Kausas Kit, :

‘* The maning of it,” cried Mike, excitedly,
**js that that he was sthrivin'10o sthrangle
the sick' girl within on’y I gave him & elip
o' the crubeen in the lug and iavited him out
to'take an airing.” Gk

Dick Nelson started for the girl’s room in-
stantly, as did the surgeon, who happeued to
be there; and Kit, gctually. trembiing with
his nnt‘nt he was trying to keep down, tight-
ened his on Riee’s throat almost to the
poms of strangulation. 3

“Now,”’ he ctied, ‘““you are anxious to
make arrests—arrest this fellow. Zlajor, if
you do your duty, you’ll order a halter to the
first Sree. ' & -

‘I don’t understand this. What does it
all mean ¥’ asked the commissoner, ina
manner. A

“Tell him, Kit, tell him !” cried the major,
who was walking to and fro, fuming with
anger.

Then, in all the energy of untanght
eloquence, and in words of power that taught
eloguence wouid hardly tolerate, Kit told the
story of the girl and her Lrother, and his
humane object in*endangering his own safety
to sepure hers, following up & withering
denunciation of the ~villian’s attempt to
strangle her because he bad heard her warn
her preservers of his treachery.

1n answer to the question what he had to
say to this charge, Rice denied knowing any-
thing at all about it. = He went to apeak to the
e he knew her
and her people, when the ‘big Irishman threw

ous into-the yard, -
* What did he say to the girl ?” they asked
of Mike. % o s

fins use 1t so often I knew its maning,
“What wasif?” .
¢ Ne-gush-ta-waw — and
killin’”

've heard the dirty n’!s'mnt-

 On questioning “the girl, she corfoborated

Mikeé's story, but still the agen$

¥ merts of havigg

:=‘ - to

I know the conntries'and laaguages, .
Captain Kit. T can’do a good deal to save

a dish of siop in his face, then threw himself i

He spoke in Injin gibberish. I only made |
{ out one wird ;

- " . - * .
d-ml“ od his (readnin 2nd izdemnity ‘as on

s Ao Kit and bis sriends seémed very
3 R g =5
much inclined to dispute this order, but. the
major whispered to Kit: - BT

*Let i go—him. éﬁ.him go. We'll
ko? our eyes on him an P him yet.”

£ 'All right, old fellow,” said Kit, giving
Rice's throat a parting squeeze of his strong-

ed hasd.  “ You can go now, but mind
;fm not done with you.

With thathe threw himoff contemptuously, *
snd the angry ruffian, looking as figpdishly as
was in his ‘power, walked over and joined his
protectors, . At the samg time thlhﬂu'd the
major give orders for the placing of  sentry
at the door of the room in which O-wais-sa

¥

“*Let no living soul pass but the doctors
withous special orders from me,” he said, ina
determined tone. .

. Kit thanked him for his consideration and
impressed upon him the importagce of keep-
ing good watch over her, not only asa kind-
ness to the wirl, but as a favour to bimself,
and mo-t of all as a mere matter of policy,

3 Thgy will corhe to you, with lies and
complaints of her being stolen, but you know
the truth of ‘the story. When O-wais-sa is
able to walk she will corroborate it. For
Heaven's sake, major. don’t give her up to
thevy. - They mmay kill her in their anger, and
at all events if her parents, who are import-
ant in ‘their tribe, should claim her, she
should not be delivered $o them until Miss
Branln)i:n is returned, ;

“*Don’t be afraid, Kit, my boy. Il see
them all in Jericho first!” {aid ythe major,
*‘T'll sge that one of the women atfends to
her and keeps her comfortable,” ;

“I want Nelson to say here and attend
he.r,"bnt he wants to go on the séout with
me.

“* Let him go, by all mears ; I en ' bim
the chance, ﬁ:n't fear for her ; onr‘::gd boy
will atténd to her., Good-by,. old boy, and
your usual good luck attend you

A few moments later Kansas Kit and his

friends were riding to th
distance to outfit, 4 e agency at some

CHAPTER XIIL

THE OUTFIT—THE START ON THE TRAIL-“FHE
DESERTED CAMP—THE WOLF'S FEAST.

Kansas Kit was not the man to let the
grass grow under his feet when he had any-
thing in hand, and the equipment of his little
party was pushed forward vigorously. Inter-
course with the gentle savage has a wonder-
ful effect in sharpening up a fellow’s faculties.
You find no slow-going men on the barders
for the reason that all the dall fellows that
ﬂ out there have their scal whipped off

fore they have time to look abous for. tiue
f:f:my; 80, -only the really . smart ones are

Some of the redskins'had” already brou
:he ne-‘n of ‘!;it’fn quarrel with they Comuqi}:
ioner from the fort, and as the rode u
t0 thessores, the bero of the dxl;“:vyu loudlg
cheered k,)y the people. 'The story of Miss
Brandon’s captivity excited general sympathy
and indignation, and volunteers to the pre-
posed scout in search of her poured im 8o

rapidly that if Kit had kept the roll open very -
long, he wonld have raised an armg st the
expense of depopulating the settlement. * Ag
it Wwas, men, women and children were so
deeply interested in the equipment as to ne-
glect everything élse to watch its progress, -
Kit chose a few of the best men who offer-
ed—good, - reliable fellows, that he knew

would not fail him in a pinch—and to these, .
of coarse, were added Corduroy Mike, Dr.
Dick Nelson, and Profesyor Dormouse, who,
physically and scientifically, were a best in
:li:emulvel. the attaching of the two lass to
¢ movement was a puzzle for the peopls,
who began fo think that' the Brandon story
:\:; a%l ‘mcxpl and that this must be some
of an exploring éxpedition instead of a

g

at onceor wait until

of the \
s
meve at onde tipon the enéns'ys works. . So,
boot-aud-saddle it was, and away  they went,
witli'the cheers and good wishes of the settlers
nhlgmg lnnﬂth;l.r ears. g
it’s little band had to the fort oa
thewr route; and all the wmin guarters
;rowded out to watch the gallant squad go
Ve r

The commissioner prompted by some of
his *‘staff,” thought it hisduty to order them
back ; but Kit requested himto take an ex-
cursion to a warmer place the south of
Frauce, while Corduroy Mi struck with
a yearning to know whether the honeurable
gentleman’s * grandmother was & monkey,”
and on they rode, sweeping gracefully out of
sight of the laughing ‘ soidiers, whe waved
their caps tothem as they went, =" :

They were on the same $tail along which
theiwr desperate. night ride had been taken,
and did not expect to meet any of the enemy,
for they knew that their escape wonld cause
them to clear out of the way for fear of the -
military—and tifey were right. But they did
discover occasional hoof-tracks of & single
horse,Fresh and sharp.  Therider must have
passed a very short time before them. The
ntretch showed that he had ridden rapidly,
and the animal was shod, which is rarely or
never the case with an Indian horse, -

This, near an agency and a fort, and ona
common trail, wouid have been a circam-
stance of no moment at another time; but
now it was all important. The question now
was, was ‘messenger going %o give -
the savages notice oi their coming. . It was
altogether probable. o A e

It was an object to cut him off whoever he
was, else ambush was to be feared in the pass-
ing of the mountains. : :

They quickened their pace for thik purpose,
and, as it was drawing toward lun:etl: caught
sight of their man in the-open stretch of
_considerable extent before them. Kit and

Mike immediately lightened themselves as
and dashed 3

much possible forchase nbz P’
; the regular pace, e

others, who kept e
& couple of steam clonds they swept alodg in
mad haste, stopping for neither stone nor
“water, but they seemed to gain nothing, for
the pursned kept as madly on before them,
now hidden for a whilein a hollow, now seen
on the crown of a sand hill outlined distinctl
‘agoinst the sky. The man was well monnhz
much better than they were themselves, and
10de with all the grace and ease of a Com-
anche. Kauosas Kit, who rarely despaired of
‘anything, began to despair of overhauhng
him before the shades of evening, which were
slready beginning to de?en. shonld render
pursmt fatile/ and indeed there was every
spect of his fears” being verified, for they
m redused the distance between them ligile
or nothing when the hary mountains aud the
timber Jand where the Indian encampment
lay#began to assume clearness and@ ‘solid ity
It was the desire of Kit’s heart to cut him off
from reaching this rendezvous, and he and his:
companion strained every nerve for tie pur-
pose, but had the chagrin to see him~ become
more and more indistinct in the bavk of gha-
dow caused by the woodland until he was lost
altogether. 7 f : Fidy
This put them ina guandary, for if the
Kiowas and Comanches were still in theold
camp, which Kit thought little lixely, this
fellow’s repart that nos she soldiets, but only
» small party of volunteers were coming,
would cause the savages tostand their ground
and e-some tfap for the capture or de-
straction of ghe- .. In this dilemma a -
and’it was agreed that Kit and Corduroy
Mike should ”Wwﬁwm‘ ver of the -
darkness t> reconnoitré wailst the rest made
a ary halt to await results at a point
‘near the first timber. » .




