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CANADIAN INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY

Moct- in WIr;nim on Sunday last---Forceful Opoochu by
Alphonse Verville, Montreal ; Jas. Simpson, Toronto;
and R. C. Owens, Edmonton

As a prelude to the Labor congress, a
mass meeting was held on Sunday last in
the Bijou theatre. A. W. Puttee presided,
beitig supported on the platform by
Alphonse Verville, M.P., president of the
congress; James Simpson, vice-president;
Hamilton; P.
M. Draper, secretarv-treasurer; W. .H.
Reeve, chairman of the reception. com-
mittee; R. C. Owens, Cavadian Society
of Equity; J. H. McVetty, Vanéouver:
W. Ledge, Ottawa; R. P. Pettipiece,
Vancouver; Chas. Lavoie, Hamilton:
Hugh Peat, Regina: and Samuel Landers.
Hamilton. The floor was fall, and there
was a great many people in the gallery.
Much was said about Asiatie immigration,
the opinion in oppesition to which scemed
unanimoas, and an appeal was made for a
white Canada. Stress was laid on the import-
ance of running labor candidates at muni-
cipal, provincial and Dominion elections,

—-and the secretary asked all classes of labor

to join in framing a platform which would
command general support. Samuel Lan-
ders, of the United Garment Workers.
recommended woman’s saffrage, while
R. C. Owens. of Edivonton, advocited an
alliance between the farmers and the
working classes, whereby legislation
would be controlled and capitalism
thwarted.

Alphonse Verville, president of the

: Trades and Labor Congress tounched on

the existence of two large parties in the

Dominion and stated, that in his « pinion
there was room for a third party also. and
that the interests of the country will not
be recognised until a third party stands
between those two great parties, who are
now.directing the affairs of the country.

One of the most eloguent speeches of
the evening was made by Mr. Jas. Simp-
son, vice-president of the Trades Con-
gress. He appealed to the workers in
every branch of labor to unite on the
common ground of interest and in the
cause of progress.

Mr. Owens, of Edmonton, -fraternal
delegate from the Canadian Society of
Equity, was the most imposing figure on
the platform, and without doubt ecreated
the greatest impression on the minds of
the vast audience who gathered to listen
to the exponents of Labor. Fall and
erect, his long grey beard and grey hair
reminding oae of the patriarchs of old,
with eyes half closed, and with an ex-
pression almost of prophecy on his face,
he spoke proudly of his long eonnection
with labor, and of his long struggle to
educate the great mass of toilersto use
their grand privilege of the ballot for the
emancipation of their kind As & re re-
sentative of that great prodaeing “:m?;d"“
in the community, the he pre-
dicted that the time was fast approaching
when a solution to the problem of labor’s
oppression would be found in the co-oper-
ation of the farmers and the workemp‘ifa
every other branch of industry.

TWENTY-THIRD CONVENTION OF

$
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Parts of Dominion-—-Honore Jaxon throws New Light
on Troubles of Western Federation of Miners

The twenty-third annual convention
of the Trades and Labor Congress of
Canada wus formerly opened at 10.40
a.m. on Monday inthe Legislative Council

Chamber, Winnipeg.
Presideat McKim's Welcome
President’ McKim, of the Winnipeg
Trades and Labor Council, delivered the
address of welcome, and, in his opening
remarks, expressed the opinion that ‘in
all probability this convention would

ve to be the most important one ever
m’d in the Dominion of Canada. He

» - stated that delegates were in-attendance

from every part of the Dominion from
Halifax to “he Pacific coast. Continuing,
he remarked the wonderful progress of

and stated that since the last

pnvention held in that city in 1898 the

It was impossible, as was pointed
out by several of the delegates present,
to give Mr. Jaxon a voice or vote in the
Convention,. as by 80 doing, the Trades
and Labor Congress of Canada would be
creating a precedent and leav them-
selves open to the liability of fraternal
societies all over the United States send.
ing delegates to this Convention and by
8o doing eventually otnumbering the
delegates of the Dominion, which is cer-
tamnly not a vesult to be desired. Oy
that ground, therefore, whilst extending
the heartiest fraternal greetings to our
visiting brother, i

In his address Mr. Jaxon made & toucl,
ing reference to the
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The proceedings of the Convention
were resumed at 2.15 p.m., when the
president introduced the “Hon. R. P
Roblin, premier of Manitoba, who then
addressed the Convention. He stated
that he ed promptly and with
pleasure the invitation to address the
delegates of the Congress. He held the
opinion that no man is more deserving of
good citizenship than is the working man.
There is, he declared, no aristoeracy in
Canada, and that it is possible for every

might be, to aspire to the highest positions
attainable through his own efforts and by
his own industry. Everything he de-
clared had been made possible by good
hard, hovest and intelligent work. Any
organization that had for its aim such
objects as these he could heartil ¥ endorse.

Human life, he continued, is a very
envolved problem, it gives everyone a
different . view or starting point. The
chief object of 20th century democratic
citizenship is to procure for everyone the
necessaries of life along with a few of its
luxuries. He had the greatest pleasure
in extending a hearty welcome, on behalf
of the people of the province, to the
Trades Congress of Canada. Every
branch of industria} life, trade, commerce,
finance, even churches, now sit in con-
vention or unionism, and that the great
underlying principle of this and other
congress ings was to unite on ome
common platform for the betterment of
all. Continuing, he made reference to
the misery and great loss attendant on
strikes and earnestly awsited the time

put an end to strik

t misery. No w will fail to
be righted byu:rryﬁtntion i;o;:blic inion
is right when presented by good st
treatment of men. He hoped that the
visit of the delegates to Wintiipeg would
be both profitab le and pleasdit and hoped
that wisdom and counmsel would bring
soccess not only to unionists but to every-
one in

In the absence of Mayor Ashdown Mr.

at bei

present at the Convention and j inz
with the Premier in exfending a l:trty
vote of welcome to the delegates of the
Congress. He stated that all working
men had a perfect right to join trade
unions, that they had the right to work
just so many or just so few hours as they
desired, though he was o to any
union interfering with his business or
stirring  up strife between labor and
capital. The interests of capital and
labor, he declared, were identical, and he,
like Premier Roblin, thoroughly believed
in arbitration.
| Pres. Verville, in reply thanked the
Premier for his welcome and good advice
and hoped that at some future time the
;::ecntive of the Trades Congress would

ve the pleasure of meeting him again
and under as favorable and hlmo;‘uiou
conditions. :

the Western Federation of Miners, bﬁ

man, no matter how humble 'his position.

when public opinion would be 0 molded:

H. J. Jaxon, fraternal delegate froin

homes and special privileges and went out -
info the wilderness of Ontario and  be-
canie the ancestors of those who :
through western Canada, The class that
put dollars before principle did not go
out into the wilderness, and they exer-
cised a great influence on the framing of
the constitution of the United States.
The common people did not perceive that
in. gaining national independence their
personal liberties were not taken care of,
as they were here in Canada. They
speedily became restless and began' to
move west. The descendants of the old
revolutionists ‘of 1786 constituted the
Rreater part of the Western Federation of
Miners, and it gave him (Mr. Jaxonm)
pleasure to extend the hand of friendship
from those men to the descendants of the
United Empire Loyalists. The same
characteristics were common to both.

Mr. Jaxon cited four instances of in-
fringement of the liberties of American
citizens which the capitalists hoped to
use 38 precedents in the east. The first
of these infringements was the seizingz of
American citizens without process of law
and putting them in a bull pen. This
was in 1899,

Second lnfringement :
In 1903 there arose in Colorado an
opportunity to make a second infringe-
ment of American rights of citizenship.

Colorado belonging to the Standard Qil
eomrany were such that human life could
not last

n + but they said nothing
eonviction of the men employed by
whers.
, mine-owners, disma




