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caused Mise Engard to wrinkle her Pre“cntly |he beard more elelgh- 
brow in =reat concentration of sVooald see thli team too,
thought. And the resul%“ “£?y„t coming ou at a lurlone pace. It was 
deliberation were two notes, one or g^t with the
which Paul Holland kissed ^rap- lrev[o|1B ^de rebutr ringing In her 
tores or delight,. the other was *ri evidently had no couragenmpliantly riour^hf b, FrankNorth oars.^he evident^ had n.^ ^
when »e met hU friend. FoUJ your ^ dr d onlv a little lower.

...™*-»««*-*-■-* SSASK'eSiS?*SSwithout showing compromising par ,.My inT|tatlon Is accepted., re- “er, however, an
tin lit v. Because a woman had not . Holland with calm confidence, rang out. _ Til„_ «nchosen T husband in her twenty , ™hLl the same with * ^nt a ride, madam ?
fourth year and a half, lt.wa* no 8tUl more confidence. Adding, “You I q»ick—haven t much t ,
reason why she would» t 1° th® 0J?®I didn't read right. These girls have mind j our bundles, 111 nlliPviv
half, and one might as well have a f gpoi^ng that one has to Paul Hollands strong arm./J*1® d
variety to select from. I a W**L “uSS! one knows that helped her to a seat beside him. andDetermined upon this womanly | "f mnn want^T tuok^d the rich buffalo-robe around

providence, the main consideration . «. notes were exchanged with her, as he said kindly _
41 _ 11# „ . I|1M. >çt wV» to make its workings all reach- ] The notes wetmezonp.uk» «it’* not pleasant walking; but I^ A Christmas Eve Centest fer a Womans tng, all satisfying, and non ap- | Confound1 it’l She Is worse than suppose children are clamoring for

Hi (By A. Z. W.) [I P-|fiir9t move wa8 Ior a talk with ; » coquette!” e:CoZl nodded her head, ap-
Z ___________________________________ _______ , P.pmv. She did not expect,, toe his rivals unmistakable accept nnrpnt]vr tmi of cratef,ii emo-

llke BO many people, to apply the gen-! ance meaB r murmured tien to utter a word. And the
- "Men» man makes himself scarce -By the way/ »«£ tTaWlÿu *«■* HolK e^ tbe othe, *£

meerschaums' foiMihe^perfume<^f>boa- , tQ ^ b^rst^und^a ^nse^f
oueto an™ wrJts l^etry fustead of St Nicholas among the poor gj»« ^n!, and^odd Ideas In the toothless ; “It means that she Is going to “^.^"e^ireS al! his efforts at
briefs ' It Is all for one of the sex of children, anJ. ^ f T „at vear i age which might furnish the cue for make Tools of both?_ . » self-control not to sob with her.

“ÎF-..... srs ..... ^«■^strjsssss^iss.

deed ! Pray what is she, a town another trip, in which I expect to ^uld tell them to hitch their our agreement, and we can confront UP to. £*ie ^.JL^ Th«lnpit
beauty * a country blossom? : win the heiress* heart and fortune to but I ate;i between the beauty Ln a manner that will At the gate he -nehx,^

1 **“ Isjraynrs.«.s ,E «.«j«■ s*“-ft!awysa^sarsWut
“ e y"nng lady ’s Charities, for a list than three heads are better than he determined to get ter. But tremendous hope left him
of the nrody. F^”,”tfubt^‘'the chU- ^°If th^ hostl“ was not sick I mere before him. As long as be was j only giddy sensations and a hundred
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i (J) ' khave followed the star a
whola louig year,

And watched its beacon, 
faint, now cl or.

And lit now' stands still 
draw nt’ar, 

to Chrbrtmas Day In the 
mareling.

- >y® X
now"tliÜ

a- ?i

And Just as the wise men did 
of old, ,

In the liush of the winter 
dawning cold,

to the stab!?, and

4

». •
W® come

behold t .
The CIV Id on the Christmas 

morning.HrA MAID’S STRATEGY j|
DISCOVERS A TRUE HEART U O, Babe, once laid In the ox’s

With never a pillow for thy 
Head, ,, .
thVoned in the highest 

flcavens Instead 
O Lord of 

morning.

Now T_
the Christmasv-..

'

have known andBecause we
nave loved that star,

And have followed Lt long and 
have followed it far.

where thethe land 
shadows and darkness are, 

Christmas

From

To find thee on 
morning.

Accept the gifts that we dare 
to bring.

Though worthless and poor 
the ottering.

And help our souls to rise 
and slug.

Id the J>y of thy Christmas . 
morning. ’ >

—Su son OoolLdge.__

know her.” I“Not necessary ; you
’ HeVf E^aredri°OaÆ r“

«djoy it Ihouses. Such a
“The same.”
“Confound your monosyllables, Hol­

land, you are courting my affinity,! 
“indeed ! And are you tier's ’?’ 
“Undoubtedly ! It’s the laiw of at­

traction, doubly irresistible to North. 
You perceive?” laughed Frank North, 
Conceitedly witty on the strength of 
Ills owe name.

“Then, as the attracting object of 
countless other attractions, Miss 

« . Engard, possesses a particularly cold
resistance to remain mistress of her- 

Oak Hill ; so, after all,

* this fool's erru.iiJ, i o.iu
I suppose the servants told you the 
same fine tale: ‘Miss gone to Mo­
ther Ripley—gentleman to meet her 
there.' Now, the only angel I can 
find hen is a little black one in 
the capacity of a servant, who 
tells me that Mother Ripley Is up­
stairs with the ache in her Ja-ws-j
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gossipped too much, I guess, 
thought I’d wait and see how you 
took the young lady’s little game.

Paul Holland bit hie lip. But be­
fore he had time to reply, hie rival 
burst Into a laugh.

“By all the fiddle-sticks ! if you 
haven’t brought the very woman 
who asked me for a ride, and I tola 
her to wait for you. I congratulate 

chum is much
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self and 
Northern lrreslsllbleneaa rather re­
pels your magnet. Do you perceive ? 

There was an embarrassing silence,
, during which Frank North, eye-
\ lng his friendly thorn with a

X pricking sensation, paced the floor
j in rapid strides. He slopped sndden-

i ly with clearing brow.
J Jk ■■ Louk here, Holland ; neither of ns 

F <',• [will long stand a rival. Su much mag- 
| 3 nanimity isn’t in the nature of our 

.friendship, you know. Now, to prove 
tills vacillating beauty's preference 
lor me, and do tiro fair thing by you, 
J propose that .each send her an In­
vitation for a fcleigli ride on the same 
evening. Whichever gets the note of 
declination will pocket it, without 
malice, as his walking-paper."

Por several reasons Paul Holland 
regarded the proposition favorably. 
It might aesSd the lady to deter­
mine the ijrlft of her affection. It 
Would put an end to Ills suspense and 
the chagrin of seeing deliberate flat­
terers for her fortune received as 
gri-ciously as he. Then, there was the 
sweeter possibility. And the greatest 
of all satisfactions bf a little chas­
tisement to the bragging confidence 
of his self-constituted friend, and 
possible riddance of him.

He took the tempting bait with 
that the invitations

v-.i#

m 0f/l » o you, old lady ; my 
more obliging to elderly people than 
I am when he can't get”—- 

“That he is. indeed !” saueaked a 
the second-story win-

( Jl ll/HII .nl

illllijj ¥u ôoS1, voice from , .
dow. “He wouldn’t ha' knocked an 
old lady's bonnet down the culvert, 
mourning-beads and all. And be­
cause she got the neuralgia worry­
ing over it, guessed she gossipped 
too much."

Frank North’s look of surprise at 
the nightcapped window picture 
changed to. an embarrassed little 
laugh as lie turned to the woman 
in the sleigh.

“Bless me, madam, aren’t you 
glad you waited for him, then ?

“I am, Indeed, Mr. North ! AncJ If 
you will be kind enough to take this 
new shawl and bonnet in to Mother 
Ripley, with my compliments, and 
your apology for the accident she 
just mentioned, I shall continue my 
ride with Mr. Holland, very much 
relieved," replied the old woman, 
with a ring in her voice quite elec­
trifying to her hearers.

Divesting herself of tlie old wo­
man’s habiliments, the speaker re­
vealed to her astonished suitors the 
graceful figure and mischievous 
face of the heiress of Oak Hill.

Placing the shawl and bonnet in 
Frank North’s restless hands, while 
the little colored angel rapidly 
loaded her sleigh with bundles, she 
continued with a touch of apology 
in her voice :

“I accepted both your 
thinking one sleigh insuffle ont to 
hold all the goods I wished to dis­
tribute. And as a certain gentle­
man’s carelessness about an old 
lady's lost bonnet obliged me to 

at the eleventh hour.
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tills proviso : 
should be written, read and sent In 
Bad! other's presence.

sat down to their task.
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DEAR CHRISTMAS BELLS
Of 03*

V Dear are the sounds of the 
Christmas chimes.

In the land of the Ivied tow-

Aed they welcomed the dear­
est of festival times 

In this western 
ours.

Bright on the holly and mistle­
toe bough 
The l.nglish 
falls.

And bright are
evergreens now 

That gladden our own home 
walls.

And hark! the first sweet 
note that tells 

Tbe welcome of the Christ­
mas bells.

O0
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purchase one 

I the ide:i occurred to me, on the way, 
I to test that gentlemen's courtesy 

I had determined that 
accommodated an old 

should have

ST. NICHOLAS, PATRON SAINT OF CHILDHOOD.firelight
myself, 
whichever

,____________ ___________ ___________ lady one-half the way,

dren raised ! Such shoals! They per- should make the distributing tour
Ststcd In taking mo for the ohl sajiit x„lryv™y s“cTgl, was rather over- chaaoo to get rid of him afterward* l'Blwrt distance. Had 1,1s bl<] tlrnt is, and the old lady that

They are ringing to-nighb I ^ ^, ^d5 ^“d^e^e

through the Norway f rs. Ion. I confers, Holl.inil, if l w 'fn ignoring the Indelicate , dupUoity ? H r ^ world’s Presently he returned with Ian- ,tl Mr North's services and
Ar^r|r,^troro ^lnï^^^Æ;.hehX’ •&&&£&&

To thc^sotind'of thoee Chrlat- ^Y^gt^.prae.E-w« Fr^nï nÆ^fand came to youl ^ w^etwogarante,
They™ rh,gCwh!ere the Indian | Im'th'begnn to write notes which jindep(] . xvhy T and Miss Fugard's Engarf^lnwrely ‘enough to, wish to yVad "tmway ^“away ‘wUI, h!™pre4hms charl"^

-md luifeisiss wills mm
isf'~ \mmm- ws&&&

The years come not buck that îequtred “ Not *« »« 'adl^' repli^ % J^'ta^ndU condition. aIi Miss i even under the crushing evidence of embarrassment.

With tThn™asteior‘lUiêyeastern | «dlf Admirers were alnaysin a state timt'tim string”"out of tune j 'thf'^slcteirSdls^that j-® T s, ihe was lost to him. She could

«»,cm c ;,srsa"“« iwran^"5ts?5.ts »«vant«»5?sU8;K!gtsssssjrwp-R. «au^&sfflfsjsr
„ ,r-u„. ».. sas- ”nsrr^s Ki&sit s sr.C.w«i...

joyous chime . ] I the . suspicion roused by ihc tlln' 'cll]vert, mourning beads and all, [^ns alrStdv glimmered from Its and tprak. wlien she saw l.ghtsMn ctoseL raad„m - quo'h
FOreea' W“° W",ked >• S^pe" a,S co^ of ink, that they now,” & mRttw to ml 8 the the » mWrily^" Th-^no b„r-

A”d ^nRa,° f0r the 6CttCr rÆÆ P|p08--n" ,r“NotWSsnseri1m,shas tM« ^
°Tiitn rr» ssrtl,e 7"n t of. Iger 8frr»«u«

, tjrs'. p’-winiso dwells <, If sbo was the subjec lack of h.vmnath.v. 'Tliere were oth- , _nd ' these bundles are Frank North L^ikhI from tlv hous -, g g y returned calmly toi Tn-ye.O joyous prophet ! she would cut the stakes with a <m-. • b.,t 'thPrc ain’t no more sojark. and these nun shouting In spiteful satisfaction: the landtort and rrturned calmly
!%■»*& ' J Sifmtrlvanee Trt™ to‘g" rid^of mourning-beads like them, no there hea^ ^ ^ of M. « -Since I'm not the on., one on her bdU-Indlanapolla

Vy... Whether a decidedly delicate move ain 11 *.
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