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THE WEATHER-MAN IN A BUT.

Word has been gravely given out in Toron-
to that the weather-man and the weather have
fallen into a rut and that those circumstances
are the cause of all our troubles frem excessive
rainfall.

It appears that when the man who manufac-
tures and distributes the weather for the pro-

vince 9; Ontario gets into a certain groove, it

;iéomé’% matter of extreme difficulty for him to

b;'euk the habit and effect a change. He goes
on in the course in which he has started; unable
apparently to alter the character of the goods
he delivers.

If the representative of Prof. Hicks at To-
ronto would but do a little thinking and exercise
a small amount of will power he would at once
ascertain that he has been making a /s_\tgp‘id mess
of things in Ontario all through/the present
season and would climb out of the rut even
tlwugh he had to twist an axle of the water—
wagon in so doing.

His lack of foresight and absolutely ill-oon—
sidered course in travelling, week after week,
and meonth after month in the same mud-spat—
tered rut has pretty nearly ruined his reputation
for doing things as they ought to be done, for
nslng his brains to aseertain what is necessary»
for seed-time and for growing crops, for being

; n aane, provident, intelligent wlde-awake, pro-| -

gressive weather-mamﬂacturer ‘We now look
upon him as a dunderhead an ox—like yokel,
who drives on and on without ever giving the
least thought or consideration as to how his
_-job is being executed. He has been so long
working and manipulating the weather-making
apparatus that he has himself become merely
a part of the machinery, with little more capaci-
ty for intelligent direction of his course than the
mechanical appliances he is supposed to govern.

.,Jﬂs dulness, his lack of thoughtful planning:

_have very nearly. brought disaster to many of
the most fertile sections of this province.
< A " . :

We find fault, and properly so, with the stu-
pidity of the weather-man. During the past
three months he has passed from one witless

error to another, untjl the most patient of us
Jhave lost all patience and have broken out into

= loud complaints that our pig-headed weather-
_director wag driving our country to the demni- ;.
~“tion dachshunds.

~We kick about the weather-man, but yet,
gentle reader, how much better have you or any

~of us been doing throughout this same three

months?

Almost every evening there are groups of
young men who gather about the street-inter-
sections, particularly about the corners of Front
and Bridge streets. If you watch these groups
closely night after night, you will ascertain that
-pretty much the same young men make up the
parties every night. Later they move away to

- go to the poel rooms, the moving-picture

- theatres or to some other resort that faicy or
habit or the suggestion of others may dictate.
Later they partake of indigestible midnight

‘lunches at the Chinese restaurants and then
they go home to go to bed and get what rest
they may before the alarm clock warns them it
istime to face another day’s duties. The majori-

of these young men have regular occupations
and work at something or other during the day.

_Generally speaking they are carrying out rout-

~ ine duties in some minor mechanical employ-

ment, or hold some irresponsible subordinate’s
pesmon or some petty clerkship. Very few of
them will ever rise any higher than they are
now. Later many of them will become suc-

sgsors to the middle-aged or elderly men who

i W about thes€ same street corners in the
- daytime or occupy benches in the park.

- Of the young men but few have reached
twenty-five years of age and yet they are as-dead
at me top and as incapable of further mental ex-
1 or growth as though the undertaker had
—Med the last sad services of his occupa-
tion.

These young men have fallen into a rut

- from which they will never escape, because the

~will power that would enable them to:throw
jweawdehasbeenstu’-udandwm
_«d 8o that they no longer

tion, thon;bt xntenect are all atrangled and

them can never come an old age of competence,
of independence, of respect and the certain sat-
isfaction, that comes from z life well lived, from
opportunities geized and improved.

“] know what pleasure is,” wrote Robert
Louis Stevenson, “for I have done good work.”
At every model and normal school where
teachers are trained, those who are being pre-
pared for their work are repeatedly warned not
fall into the ruts. There is' perhaps no profes-
sion in which it is so easy *to do that very thing
as in that of teaching. Aside from that of the
mother in the home, there is no work so impor-
tant as that of the teacher. But yet how many
teachers reach up to the full limits of their pos-
sible mental stature. How many there are who,
instead of reaching out and expanding ‘and mak-
ing themselves fit for the principalships of the
important schools, settle down apathetically to
spend a lifetime in their little one-room estab-

titude pass the infection along te ‘the dlildren
‘whose minds the tew:ﬁ \

arouse. Instead of satu :

pedagogic and educational philo" ophy of giants

Herbert Spencer, he dawdles aflong day after
day, with no new ideas, no new methods, no
striking, forcible plans of presenting facts, in-
formation, and insplratlon to the immature and
plastic minds over which he has such poWer of
influence.

His apathy, hxs 1ndolence his indiﬂerence,
his running in the rut-is a erime against child-
hood. The Spring season of the child’s life pas-

“‘I'ses without the sunshine and the: ‘genial warmth

radiating from the central soutrce of power and

.score or more of minds dwarfed and deformed
with no rich, full harvest in prospect because
one teacher had not the will power to climb out
9f the rut

WA “ - :
Even 80 it is with-the rut-ruled clergyman.
Instead of preaching the truth that would arouse
the people:from their somnolence, that “would
cause the consciences of sinful men to burn as
with an iron at white heat, we hear too often
the pious platitudes inat offend nobody because
nobody pays any attention. The shepherd has

self out of the shallow rut that governs his pur-
poseless course.
" b3 A3
The lawyer, too lazy to read the ponderous
tomes; upon which ‘his clients case depends, thé
physician who will not keep abreast of his pro-
fession by patient research and who fails to give

may often do terrible injury where they might
otherwise bestow'the highest benefit. Lawyers
and physicians in many, many cases are as dead |
at the top as the young men who impede the
traffic at our street corners.

" b, b,
—— The farmer who inherits property or who
acquires a competence and then moves into the
city, when he is enjoying the full vigor of phy-
sical-health, in order that he may retire and
rust to death after approved fashion is a sorry

-

.| rut-traveller, but he harms no one but himself.

. w ‘»

Influences all about us tend to throw us into
ruts, and to keep us there. Society is very harsh
with the man or woman who does things differ-
ently or thinks differently. The aim of modern
society is to make everybody as nearly as pos-
sible like everybody else, in thought, in speech,
in clothing and in manner, The rut is the thing.
Independence and originality are tabu.

It is hard to think or to act independently.
It is hard to get free from the crowd; free from
slavery. It is hard to do the difficult work, hard
to climb the hill, hard to get out of the rut.

ing, to talk the small talk that everybody else is
talking, to repeat the ideas that everybody re-
peats. ]

It is hard to be a useful, thinking independ-
ent man.

We all, however, can be that. We can de-
mand the facts, then form our opinions, instead
of swallowing opinions whole. -

We can use the brain that we have, big or
little, weak or strong. That brain is strong
enough to take us out of the rut if we will it.

- - w ,

The weather-man has been less than three
months in the present rut, yet he has done mil-
lions of dollars’ worth of damage.

The rest of us, or the great majority of us,
fall into the rut in our early youth and spend the
rest of our life in its narrow, congested confines.
We work havoc with our own characters and
often bring disaster to our friends.

7 “ w "

Become an anti-ruttist. !

DECADENT CONSERVATISM,

The Oonsemtive party in every quarter of

W thhia amm emphatic manner. Il

35 pon
growth or 0ppm:tunity for growth. Thenotore to|

lishments and by their indolent outlook and at-

like Froebel, Pestalozm, Thomas Arnold and

instead of stimulation and growth we find a ‘

not the force and strength of mind to throw him-|

to those to whom he ministers his highest skill,

It is easy to do what everybody else is do-|

ﬁdnadumtobeadsudentanddymg!om,
)rhbummmmldoctwns ‘on 'Puendty em-|

ing that after this almost'unparalleled lease of

'power that the Liberals should not only come

back to office; but come back with a majority
greatly augmented. 4 -

It now seems probable that as far as the
,pmvlnoes are concerned the Conservatxve,party
will be wiped out from ocean to ocean: In the
Manjtoba provincial election there was only a
melancholy remnant of French Canadian Na-
tionalist Tories left to tell the tale after the
memorable eontest last Winter. The same re-
sult happened in the recent provincial elections
in Quebec. In Prince Edward Island the Con-
servative party retains office only by a precari-
ous majority that may at any time be wiped out
on division. New Brunswick and British Colum-
bia are waiting impatiently for the time to ar-
rive when they can get an oppertunity at the
polls to even scores with governments that have
been bringing disaster and disgrace to their pro-
vinces. In Ontario the Conservatives have a
very large majority in the legislature at Toronto
but it is a well known fact that the party is rent
asunder by a bitter and irreconciliable difference
bet en the forees led by Hon. W. J. Hanna on

It is very difficult to see how this breach can be
bridged over. Ever gince the death of Sir James
Whitney it has daily been growing wider.

It is not unreasonable to suppose that these
remarkable upheavals of public opinion in every
provinee have gained impetus largely because of
conditions at Ottawa. The people of Canada
will undoubtedly deal with the flagrant malad-
ministration at Ottawa after the same fashion as
the ‘électors of Manitoba dealt with the bobrog-
erism in the last contest. »

s oo o

"THE ISLAND OF REVOLUTIONS.

Less than two months after Columbus first
sighted land in the Western Hemisphere he set

| foot in- the Northwest extremity of the island

which he named Espagnal (Little Spain) and|
now known as Hayti. Four years later Santo
Domingo, on the northwestern coast of this, the
second largest island in the Antilles, was found-
ed, the first European settlement in the new
world. _For two hundred years Hayti, then
called §anto Domingo, -remained a Spanish
colony, but by the treaty of Ryswick in 1697 it
came under the dominion of Louis XIV. of
France. French settlers flocked to the island.
The Spanish had imported slaves from Africa
as early as 1512 and these had multiplied untll
they far outnumbered the white men.

While the French people were divided over
the revolution which was going on in the home
country the negroes rose against the whites and
under the leadership of Toussaint L’Ouverture,
attained their-freedom. Toussaint was after-
ward captured and sent to France, where he died
in 1803,

Dessalines, Toussaint’s follower, declared
Hayti independent and assumed the title of Em-
peror in 1804.  After his assassination two yeors
later by two of his officers, Christopher and Pe-
tion, the northern section of the island came
under the sway of the former, while Petion es-
tablished a mulatto republic to the South. John
Pierre Boger, a mulatto, succeeded those two and
gained complete control of the whole island,
ruling with firmness for nearly a quarter of a
century, the French having recognized the m-
dependence of Hayti in 1825.

- In 1844 the eastern two-thirds of the island
set up the independent republic of Santo Domin-
go with the city of the same name as its capltal
On several occasions the latter country has'made

10posals of annexation to the United States,
but the United States Senate has rejected the
proposals. !

For the last three-quarters of a century ru-
lers in both Hayti and Santo Domingo have fol-
lowed each other like birds of passage, flight,
assassination and forcible removal from office
being the rule rather than the exception.

The republic of Hayti occupies a territory
somewhat larger than Massachusetts and Rhode
Island combined, has a population of 75,000.
Santo Domingo has an area twice that of Hayti,
being about the size of Vermount and New
Hampshire combined, but the population is but
one-third as large as the smaller republic. While
no accurate census of the two republics has ever
been taken, it is estimated the population is
about 2,700,000, of which more than 700,000
are Indians.

——— D>

TREATING ORPHANS AS PEQPLE.

Think of an orphanage where no three little
girls are dressed alike and where there is no
glaring sign labelling the place an “institution.”
Those were two of the provisions in the will of
a Philadelphia millionaire who believed that or-
phan girls probably have, .individualities of their
own as well as girls who have fathers 3

pyt"f ,,lstledwmxrlmmyallke was

: ‘ummmgtomm for he be-|
lieved that such inescapable identity in outward

thingn would tend to me little minds aﬁd
uniformity. -
A plkoe Mm‘lly gpolk “home” for tho

the one side and by Sir Adam Beck on the other.

‘youngsters instead of “asylum” is th
three aims are to give health, hap
pacity for girls. Grounds and bulldingsare be-
ing laid out with these aims and ideals in view.
Flower gardens, tennis courts, lovely wlnding
paths and play-grounds are being planned as
carefully as the dwellings, the gymnasium, audi-
torium and schoolrooms.

It’s a big idea and one for whlch most peo-
ple will join in wishing success. But there is a
great deal needed that money alone can not, pro-
cure. There is symﬁ&thy and uqdei‘sta of

for useful and happy womanhood. It will take
infinite patience and tact and love to satisfy
the longings and cultivate the natural ability of
children who are dressed differently, just as
surely as it does under the uniform dress and
pigtail system. Environment and outward con-
ditions have a great deal to do with the devel-
opment of people. But they must be backed
and interpreted by a spirit of love and service
if they are to count for their fullest usefulness.
et SR A S ——

JOBS. WANTING MEN.

New York city, which usually has a large

dearth of labor it has ever known. The Bowery
is a. good index to the labor situation, not only
in New York, but throughout the country. That
famous thoroughfare has been turned into a
great employment bureau. From end to end it
ig filled with offices clamoring for the man with-
cut a job.

And the agents do not wait for men to drift
in. They go after t hem. Many of the agencies

| have “barkers” standing outside like, the ‘“pul-

lers-in” of cheap dry goods houses, or ‘old-fash-
ioned circus barkers. Phonographs and free
meals are used as baits. Any man who looks as
if he might be persuaded to accept a job is
promptly set upon. He is offered work on State
highways, on the railroads, in factories, on
Western farms. He is promiaed free transportn-
tion and $2.50 or more for an eight-hour day.
And there is no delay. Men signing up are ship-
ped out of the city the same night. Philadelphia,
Cleveland, Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, St.
Paul, Denver, San Francisco, all report a corres-
ponding demand.

The causes are the stoppage of immigration,
the return of so many immigrant workmen to
Europe for the war, and the marvellous activity
of American industry. It is a bonanza for un-
skilled labor. Nobody, anywhere in the United
States, who is willing to work, has any excuse
now for idleness. If there is no job for him at

home, he can easily get one elsewhere.
B

THE MAN WITH THE SPADE.
Despatches from Perograd have told of the
Russians taking as many as nineteen lines of
trenches in succession, in one sector of the Aus-
trian line in Bukowina. The incident serves as
a vivid reminder of the amazing amount of ditch-

digging there has been in Europe lately.

It would be interesting to know how many
miles of military trenches there are altogether.
Every rod of battle is marked by execavations.
Hach side has its row after row of trenches,
roughly paralleling the front, and its connecting
trenches and its subterranean approaches zig-
zagging away to the rear. It would probably be
safe to figure on half a dozen miles of trenches
on each side for every mile of front. On that
basis the trenches on the Russian front alone
would suffice, if placed end to end, to go more
than half-way around the earth. France and
Belgium, with shorter lines, have more elabor-
ate ditch defences. “There must be tens of thou-
sands of trenches in France. And every time
the battle front shifts, in any theatre of war,
there are now sets of trenches dug.

Digging trenches hag been for two years,

population of Europe. How easy and simple it
will be when the war is over to excavate sewers
and subways and lay water mains and gas pipes
in any of the belligerent countries! And it has
become an eminently honorable pursuit, al-
 though: we never used to consider it so.

We shall probably find ourselves hereafter
treatmg our own spade-wielders w1th new re-
spect;, when we reflect that the grlmy ‘“Wop”’
or “Hunky” or “Dago” in the ditch probably
gained his skill by digging under shell fire.

o

It makes no difference whether Woodrow
Wilson ' is. re-elected or whether Charles E.
Hughes is the next President, the White House
will be occupied by a minister’s son. And all
the other ministers’ sons whohave been regarded
as worse than other sons, will refer to that fact
with pride.

B e ]
| Travellers in the future may have their
comfort greatly increased on shipboard, A new-
1y innmed self-levelling berth has been instal-
of a large steamer. This

| mothers. A row of blue gingham, aprons mpmﬁpwmaMgbymeansot -

which it adapts itself to the motion of the ship

''The swing motion is hardly noticeable in con-
nnstbn with- the movement of the vessel in a

the little girl-souls who are to be trained there

unemployed population, reports the .greatest.

and is still, the chief occupation of the male |

and remains always ai the same level, thereby.
| greatly lessening the temdency to- seasickness.
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HOW PROHIBITION WILL WORK,

How is the Ontario Temperance Ac:
to be worked out in detail whep
comes into effect on September ;.
next? How is the liquor that it w,
be lawful to use for certain purposes
and under certain conditions to be q;
peénsed? These are sbme of the, qu..
tions that are econfronting the 1op
perance people today, as well as th .
who are opposed to the prohibitor
enactment.

The new law still permits the pur-
chase of six ounces of liquor from
druggist on a physician’s order. It 1|.
80 provides that a man may purchas
on a doctor’s order, at one time
quart of liquor and twelve bhottles
of ale or porter, each bottle not 1o

‘|contain more than three half pints, o1

eighteen pints in all of the malt be-
erage. From whonl is he to get such
a supply? Not from his druggist, ce,-
tainly, for the latter cannot sell more
than six ounces at a time. The drug.
gists refused to-become vendurs of
liquor under -the new law, but wil
still continue to handle intoxic nre
for medieinal purposes in accordu..
with the provisions of the Pharmu. v
Act. Veterinaries and physicians wil
be allowed to keep liquor on hand in
certain quantities, but they, too, must
have a source of supply outside

the druggist.:

The Ontario Temperance Act pro-
vides for the appointment of licensed
vendors, this matter, both as regards
location and numbers, to be left with
the license commissioners. At the
time the Act was passed there was ru-
mor to the effect that four such ven-
dors would be appointed for the Pro-
vince.

The Review is in'a position to state
that the license commissioners have
considered this question and that they
have not yet reached a conclusion.
Their first proposition was for -four
vendors, one 'in * Toronto, Hamilton,
Ottawa and London. This they drop-
ped as impraeticable, and now they
are considering one.vendor, a Toronto
dealer, to get the license to supply
the entire provinee according to the
new law. He is not to be paid a regu-
lar salary by the Government, as is
generally suposed, - but is to depend
entirely upon the profits of the busi-
ness.

It is not 2 hard matter to see that
this would be nothing more than a

‘{legally supported monopoly and that

the profits of such a dealer, even if
these profits were regulated by law,
would be enormous in the course of a
year.

There is a general feeling, even
among the temperance people them-
selves that under such an arrange-
ment the enforcement of the Act
would be a matter of difficulty. If a
vendor were appolnted in every cen-
tre of population as large as Peter-
borough, the local license inspector
who will be charged with the enforce-
ment of the law, would find his task
easier. If a man ig in need of a quart
of liquor and eighteen pints of ale
to preserve his health, it would be a
long wait for the panacea befroe the
“medicine’’ could be received by ex-
press from Toronto.

Every vendor must keep a record
of sales, the name of the buyer, and
the doctor’s order on which the sale
was made these records to be open for
public inspection at any time. The
license inspector could easily enough
keep track of these sales if there was
a vendor in this city. It wouid be an-
other matter entirely if the vendor
was located in Toronto.

Supposed a druggist was disposed
to violate the law. The record of his
purchases must correspond with the
record of his sales and the amount of
stock he has on hand. How could
license inspector examine all these
records if the druggist, the doctor or
the veterinary was getting his supply
from a dealer in Toronto?

The law will never work out satis-
fastorily unless there is a local dis-
pensary established and no purchases
by residents of a specified district per-
mitted from a dealer in any other
place. In no other way will it be pos-
sible for the officers to keep track ol
the sales and so make sure that the
law is being observed. Even i_t’ the law
18 carried out to the letter, the num-
ber of legal sales for medicinal, me-
chanical and sacramental purposes is
sure to . be considerable, and the
amount of business done too large for
any single dealer to undertake. No
one who gnows the members of the
license commission doubts for a mo-
ment that they are in sympathy with
the movement and will do all in their
power to enforce the law. That this
can best be accomplished by the plan
they have in mind is a question that
is certainly epen to.debate.—Peter-
borough Review.
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et N .RECEIVE COLORS

It is expested that the 155th Bat-
talion wil come to Belleville about the
middie of July and spend a few days
in the city, during which time they
wil ireceive the .colors which the la-
dtu .0f the Argyll Chapter 1.0.D.E.

[ will donate.
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