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the Patrons cl Industry ia Canada, 
and the Populist Party of the Stales. 
The* parties had the compelling motive 
of the worthiest purposes, aad they 
contained men of Ito most marked 
abi.ity ia each, and yet they both ended 
ia signal failure. And why? Because 
ia a very short time they disclosed the 
very same faults that were in the ohjer 
parlies, against which they were a 
protest. It was not found that the ablest 
men were gives control, but is many 
cases tto best workers were pushed 
aside and men who failed to win decent 
respect became leaders and then the end 
came.

Mr. Kirkham's whole idea of politics 
is wrong. He seems incapable of grasp­
ing what is nevertheless true, that the 
idea of party government is too deep 
mated in the minds and affection of our 
people to be superseded by a non-party 
scheme. He might organise hie little 
band of stand-offers, but aa soon as the 
election is called be would see five out 
of sii of them with their coals off right 
ia the heat of the fray. They might 
persuade themselves they were inde­
pendent. but they would certainly not 
persuade anyone rise. We had a curious 
illustration of this in December. 1908. 
No single man possesses, and I will say 
deservedly possesses, more influence with 
tke farmers of the west from an indent rial 
standpoint than our good friend, Mr.
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bare the interests of the farmer not 
been attended to? The answer is eery 
simple. The farmers bare not iasisteo 
on atteetioo. It is useless trying to 
place upoe the political party tbe blame 
that proper! r belongs to ourselves. 
Suppose the farmers had not supported 
tbe Liberal candidate at Birtla, dew 
anyone suppose the Manitoba govern­
ment would have doll* what they are 
now doing? Eiactly tbe same thing 
is true in Saskatchewan. If tbe grain 
growers had contented themselves by 
only offering criticism from a superior 
standpoint what effect would that have 
had on either government? I venture 
to say not the slightest, because political 
Phariseeism is even less comely than its 
religious counterpart. On the other band 
every new member in the ranks of the 
Grain Growers Association is an extra 
lever to compel attention and tbe history 
of the last three months should be a 
convincing proof that we need not invent 
any new political party to get justice 
done to the farming industry. If we 
set to work in tbe right way we can get 
all reasonable redress from one or other 
of the parties we already have.

0. LANGLEY.
May mont. Bask . Jan. SI.

one than the system we have ia westernto the farmer is. that he has to take trade Now. as I have lived In tbeI contend that the store-for his produce.
rhea be demands cash, shouldkeeper. 1 can certify thattheir samplealso pay cash. It is in fact, as you any. it wrote thatthe graini grower that 

of he sampleup to tbe farmers to plea to demand market of Mlane-cash for their truck or produce. spoils on wheat is correct ia all his details.tbe storekeeper who reft It gives to tbe farmer a inch bettercasa, should be deprived of tjÿe farmers' prim for bis wheat than we get on tbelust be unitedBut tbe effort grade system and especially on tbe lower
grades of wheat. 1 wish to state fromQuite apart from this, a large number 

of farmers do not try to keep down ex­
penses. Why buy dried fruits when they 
can raise all kinds of small fruits aad rhu­
barb, vegetables, etc. Pumpkins will 
make splendid preserves or pickles. 
They are just as good as rnything bought 
from the store and when you know how, 
that same old pumpkin can be pineapple, 
lemon, strawberry, etc., jnst tbe same 
as tbe storekeeper's canned turnip. We 
raise our own chickens, decks, turkeys, 
pigs and cattle, so there is always some­
thing to sell. Besides, I find home-raised 
bacon much cheaper at 7c. per pound 
than store bacon at 18 to lie. per pound. 
Instead of paying 4c. per pound for oat 
meal, clean up a bag of wheat, have some 
run through the chopper three times, 
then run it through a flour sifter. Try 
it for porridge and biscuits, or mix

my own experience and other farmers'
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