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FARMERS® PARTY NEEDLESS,

Editor, Goron:—Sir, in your lsue of
the #0th, Mr. Kirkham, of Saltcoats,
relieves his mind by & philipie anent
the wickedness of lL political parties,
and urges the y of org "
& bew part He does not quite put |
that way, {-ul his mind is surely suffi-
clently logieal to me ba of you get »
sumber of men to band together you
have to that extent got a party. For
instance the Grain Growens' Association
is & party, not & political but an indus-
trial party, and as such it has wpade
for Tteell & record both of purpose sad
schievement. This being w0, one s
led to ask why should the farmers form
s new political party and what is likely
to be the future of such a party? Mr
Kirkham's reason is that the present
parties are so wicked. This may be
true, but if it is it is indeed & sad truth
because only a little more than a year
ago there was both a provincial and »
federal clection and a very large per-
centage of our adult manhood supported
ong or other of the two parties. Those
'1 hold this ophnion set forth by Mr
Kitkham invariably except themselves
from the wickedness they denounce.
It must, 1 should imagine, be wvery
comforting to regard the greal mass
of men around you as degraded while
ou are able to pat yoursell upon the

ck with the proud satisfaction of
knowing you are not running with the
iddy multitude to do evil. And then
Mr. Kirkham supplies a further reason
for the general political depravity. He
says they are looking out for jobs. My
experience of politics and elections s
that not one in a hundred voters expect
anything in the way of a job. A further
reason is that the hero party would only
support a pure patriot. By what special
mark this angelic creature is to be known,
Mr. Kirkham does not state

Now suppose Mr. Kirkham's letter
should fire the enthusiasm of the farmer
community, and the new party made
a start, what is likely to be the future
of such » rty? Is it likely to be
anyway different from other parties?
We are not withou! some idance
furnished by past experience. We had
the Patrons of Industry in Canada,
and the Populist Party of the States.
These parties had the compeliing motive
of the worthiest purposes, and they
contained men of the most marked
abiity in each, and yet they both ended
in signal failure. And why? Because
in & very short time they disclosed the
very same faults that were in the d{er
parties, against which they were a
protest. It was not found that the ablest
men were given control, but in many
cases the best workers were pushed
aside and men who failed to win decent
respect became leaders and then the end
came.
. Mr. Kirkham's whole idea of politics
is wrong. He seems incapable of grasp-
ing what is nevertheless true, that the
idea of party government is too deep
seated in the minds and affection of our
people to be superseded by a non-party
scheme. He might organize his little
band of stand-offers, but as soon as the
election is called he would see five out
of six of them with their coats off right
in the heat of the fray. They might
persuade themselves they were inde-
pendent, but they would certainly not
persuade anyone else. We had a curious
tllustration of this in December, 1908.
No single man possesses, and I will sa
deservedly p more infl e 'ili
the farmers of the west from an industrial
standpoint than our good friend, Mr.

Partfidge. Two clections were to take
place, one in Salteoats and the other
in Humboldt for what he, no doubt,
thought suficient reasons, Mr. Partridge
l:" the farmers in the two constituencies
advice in & vigorows pamphiet, and
the result was nearly four voled agninat
his advice 1o one who voted as he wished
The party fecling men, being so strong
that it s not amendable to influence
from without. It seems to me the duty
ol any man who feels he has o light
which can aid his fellows is to become &
member of that party which most nearly
meels his approval and let his light
shine there fn refuse to do this is to
deny to your fellows the help they are
mv{yuamdol. I bave (doubtiess
Mr. Kirkham bhas) of people so over
good and %o super-rightecus they won't
g0 to church because the regular church-
goer is such & poor specimen. Sell
raising politicians are just such a variety
have now been for forty years & member
of a itieal organisation and | am
perfectly satisfied.- | can do infinitely
more good from within than | could
from without. And more, while ot
times the make-belief of the party game
is pretly coarse, on the vbol?!lo men
inside the political party are just about
the same a8 the men ouldJe—ldlln

GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE

IN DEFENSE OF A CANADIAN NAYY
Editor, Guion —1 read with consider
able surprise in your lssue of the 88 lnst,
& lettor over the o we of H. G, Abern,
opposing & C Navy o even »
contribution towards the bullding of
u-u.-nhlurnuhd'hl
defense of the Bmpire. Do H. G

in wifdefonse snd that the powerful
British Navy is for ever alert day and
night snd prepared for any emergency
that may suddenly spring upon w

Without our savy where would we be!
Certalnly not in Canada, farming peace-
fully under good government and wnder
the protection of that same savy which
H G. Abern condemns. The Beitish
Nary cost millions of money, but a
war would cost billions, the result of
which no man can tell

The stronger & nation is, the loss fonr
of war. Does H. G. Abern think that i
Germany defosted Great Beitain, that
Canada would escape? Why, Canada s
Just the country for Germany's szoem
of population, and then H. G. Abern
would be under the German fag.  Per
baps bhe would not mind this except
for the taxes he would be forced to pay,
and the time be would be forced to devote
to bis military training

It is strange Mr. Abern did not propose
doing away with those murdercus re-
volvers enrvied by our Mounted Polics,
or with that splendid body of men them-

selven
JOHN ROBERTSON
Bradwell, Sask
L
FARM FINANCING

Editor, Guton:—In your issue of Janu-
ary 19, there is an article on “ Planning
Next Season’s Business.” While agrecing
with you in some things, | don't see eye
to eye with you. You caim it would
be an advantage to the farmers to borrow
money from the bank to buy his supplies
until he realizses on his crop. In the first
place, in this district the bank charges
109 to farmers. In the next
the merchants of Maymont closed their
books to credit IJ demanded oash,
but they forgot to lower their prices

Starting on & 40-mile drive

better nor worse. If all this is so, why
have the interests of the farmer not
been attended to? The answer is very
simple. The farmers have not insistea
on attention. It is useless trying to
place upon the political party the blame
that pmﬁd{ belongs to ourselves.
Suppose t armers had not supported
the Liberal candidate at Birtle, does
anyone suppose the Manitoba govern-
ment would have doM® what they are
now doing? Exactly the same thing
is true in Saskatchewan. If the grain
growers had contented themselves by
only offering eriticism from a superior
standpoint what effect would that have
had on eilhet'ﬁovevnmenl.’ I venture
to say not the slightest, because political
Phariseeism is even less comely than its
religious counterpart. On the other hand
every new member in the ranks of the
Grain Growers Association is an extra
lever to compel attention and the history
of the last three months should be a
convincing proof that we need not invent
any new political party to get justice
done to the farming industry. If we
set to work in the right way we can get
all reasonable redress from one or

of the parties we already have.

G. LANGLEY.
Maymont, Sask., Jan. 81.

to & cash basis. Another drawback
to the farmer is, that he has to take trade
for his produce. | contend that the store-
keeper, when he demands cash, should
also pay cash. It is in fact, as you say,
up to the farmers to plan to demand
cash for their truck or produce. And
the storekeeper who refuses to r.y the
cash, should be deprived of the larmers’
custom. But the effort must be united
in order to succeed.

Quite apart from this, a large number
of farmers do not try to keep down ex-
penses. Why buy dried fruits when they
can raise all kinds of small fruits and rhu-
barh, ve bles, ete. Pumpkins will
make splendid preserves or pickles.
They are just as good as rnything bought
from the store and when you know how,
that same old pumpkin can be pineapple,
lemon, strawberry, ete, just the same
as the storekeeper’s canned turnip. We
raise our own chickens, ducks, turkeys,
pigs and cattle, so there is always some-
thing to sell. Besides, | find home-raised
bacon much cheaper at 7e. per pound
than store bacon at 18 to #2¢. perro'ld.
Instead of paying 4c. per pound for oat
meal, clean up a bag of wheat, have some
run through the chopper three times,
then run i!. through a flour sifter. Try
it for porridge and biscuits. or mix
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to . you are
of the true evidence relating to

question
A. J. BOUGHEN.
Dauphin.
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my own experience other [armers’
ex| who have grown wheat in
the state of Minnesota and in western
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