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GOSSIP

THE LURE OF CANADA

Ben Hughes in Toronto Satn day Xight.
A sparrow he was ; blood brother to 

the little brown bird so noisily discussing 
house furnishings with his mate in the 
roof of the ignoble union depot. As 
voluble and chirpy as that garrulous 
bird, as homely, as light hearted and 
careless of the morrow as long as the 
crumbs for to-dav suffice for to-dav. 
The cheeriest of grumblers; the most 
gregarious of his kind ; the plain home- 
spun worker of the Empire. At home 
in the grime and squalor of the town he 
mates early and is hurried with ever- 
increasing brood from one precarious 
nesting place to another; ever at the 
mercy of the landlord. He loves the 
garish light of the music hall and the 
bar. He has dropped his litter on the 
shores of Lake Athabasca as he sweats 
under the tump line, and the wander 
lust lures him to racking fever and a 
hastily dug grave in the tropics. He 
is the pigmy of the British race; the 
nomad Cockney.

Egged on by pure devilment I asked 
him that question so idiotic in its com
prehensiveness : “ What do you think
of Canada?”

He shied like a city horse at a pig in 
the road and threw up a grimy hand in 
comical self-defence.

“No yer don’t—not if I knows it. 
I’ve ’ad some. I ’ad just been dumped 
at one of them New Ontario towns 
where they build the suburbs first an’ 
forgets to fill in the town. A feller wi’ 
his feet in rubber boots an’ his head six 
feet in the air comes up and asks me,
1 What do you think of the city?’ I 
says, ‘A bit of alright, mite, but a little 
sketchy yet ain’t it?’ A knocker are 
yer? ’ says ’e, ‘ take that, ’ an’ I took it, 
an’ a fine black eye it was. No yer 
don’t ; try agen, Johnnie. ”

He cocked his hat on one side and 
squinted at me out of the corner of his 
eve so like the chatterer overhead that 
involuntarily I looked up in the roof 
to see if that feathered father of many 
families was listening too.

“ Ain’t ’e inquisitive? An’ like as not 
’es thinkin’ I ought to be deported. 
No offence, mister, but that’s ’ow many 
of yer looks when yer see a cap with an 
English face under it. Canada ! If you 
only knew what poor folk in England 
thinks o’ you ! The doctor an’ the law
yer an’ the brewer tell their sons when 
their feet begin to itch for the road that 
so many Britishers ’ave trod around the 
world. 'Canada ! My dear boy—Cana
da is quite overdone these days. \ou 
would have to do all sorts of queer work 
with all kinds of weird people. Now 
I have a friend in the Straits Settlements 
and I’ll write to him for a place in his 
office on his rubber plantation. You 
will be with nice people there, if you 
must go abroad.

“ But to us, the common ’erd, we 
thinks of Canada as a place where a 
workin’ man can make as much as three 
quid a week, ’ave a little piece of ground 
’e can call ’is own an’ take a trip at 
week ends without thinkin’ of the work- 
house every time ’e spends a shilling; 
a place where ’e doesn’t ’ave to wipe the 
smoke out of ’is eyes every time 
wants to see the sun.

“ I’d the same notions about yer when 
I left ’omc two years ago. I goes to a 
lecture on Canada in Southwark town 
' All Millions o’ acres of free an’ fertile 
land f<>r the settler waitin’ for the plough 
m’ the harvest—100 acres for nothin’ ; 
a freer an’ larger England across the 
seas under the old flag. But ’e could 
spout! It \\‘as the colored pictures, 
ht me ’ardest.

" E taps the map of Saskatchewan an’ 
‘he lantern feller switches on a bloom in
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Just see that your painter uses 

on your house. It means a handsomer, 
lasting job.

VVe are the Western Paint Specialists. We ve 
been on the ground for twenty-six years Are best 
familiar with Western conditions. We’ve seen the 
havoc the tremendous Western climatic extremes 
have played with ordinary paint. And we’ve also
had the pleasure of perfecting a paint 
Paint—of such phenomenal elasticity that it success
fully withstands the really tropical heat and the 
severe Arctic cold of the peculiar Western climate 

Throughout the West you hear people talking about the 
durability of Paint. It sure is the most lasting—gives
greatest returns for the money.

Write for interesting Free Booklet No. 12a 
Sold by progressive hardware dealers.
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THE DUNN HOLLOW CONCRETE BLOCK MACHINE BllttfiP WPBppfiPS
Fourth year in the market, and 
every machine sold doing 
good work. Simple in con
struction and operation. Suit
able tor block-making for a 
single building, or for a regu
lar blocu-making business. A 
moderate priced machine, 
compact and portable. No 
power required. Has suited 
every purchaser. and will 
please you. Western ship
ments made from our Winni
peg warehouse.

yOUR BUTTER will bring you 
a higher price and will also 

find a ready buyer if properly done 
up in nicely printed wrappers. We

fi

Write us for Catalogue

1000 add. 100(18i x 11 or 9 112
Single Brand 1 $8.75 $2.00
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14-16 Princess St.
WINNIPEG, - - MANITOBA

Woodstock, OntTHE J&S. STEWART MFC. CO., LtdAddress Dept. N.
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Everyone Intending fence building should send for oar folder on Erecting 
Fences. It's full of valuable Information on fence building, tells how to erect 
woven wire fencing quickly and substantial! v, describes the matin facture of 
fence wire and has an arti.fe quoted from bulletin <>f V. H, I>ept. of Agricnlture 
on concrete pont making, showing h-iw these durable posts can bo economically 

b* at home. r>'.n't f.i;l to write f-r ft copy. If 'n free.
THF HAMVEU. HOXIK WIRKFFNCE CO., Ltd.

Dept. M IIiMiiilton, Ontario. Winnipeg, Manitoba.
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