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Religions  Fliscellanp.
He Giveth His Beloved Sleep.

BY MRS. BROWNING,

Of al the thoughts of God that are

lirrne nward unto souls afar,

Along the Psalmist’s music deep,

Now tell me if that any is,

For gift or grace surpassing this,—

“ He giveth his beloved sleep P’

What would we give to our beloved ?
The hero’s heart, to be unmoved,

The poet’s star-tuned barp to sweep,

The patriot’s voice to teach and rouse,
The monarch’s crown to light the brows ?
He giveth His beloved sleep.

What do we give to our beloved ?

A little faith all undisproved,

A little dust to overweep,

And bitter memories to make

The whole earth blasted for our sake.
He giveth His beloved sleep.

Sieep soft, beloved, we sometimes say,

But have no time to charm away

Sad dreams, that through the eyelids creep,
But never doleful dream again

Shall break the happy slumber, when

le giveth His beloved sleep.

For me, my Leart that erst did go

Most like a tired child at a show,

I'bat sees through Lears a mummer’s leap,
Would now its wearied vision elose,
Would child-like on his love repose.

Who giveth His beloved sleep.

And friends, dear friends, when it shall be,
That this low breath is gone from me,

Ar] round my bier ye come to weep,

1.t One, most loving of you all,

R4y, “ Not a tear must o’er her fall :”

** He giveth His beloved sleep.”

- — o

Gentleness.

\WWhoever understands his own interests, and
is pleased with tbe beautiful rather than the de-
formed, will be careful to cherish a spirit of gen-
tleness, and let this be the moving power that
shall give tone to all other essentials of & well
regulated, influential and pleasing character.—
(rentleness will assist its possessor ir: all his law-
ful undertakings, and will often make him suc-
cessful where nothing glee could. It is often
stronger than argument and prevails when that
would be powerless and inefficient. It shows
that & man can put a curb upon his passions, and
that he can rise above the ignorant vulgar, whose
charseteristic is, to storm and rage like the trou-
pled sea at every disappointment. It will enable
one to soar away into the atmosphere of good
feeling, while others wear away with strife and
disquietade. It becomes, where constantly cul-
tivated, a priociple or habit of the mind. It
springs from the finer feelings of the soul, and,
when allowed full play, it throws its cheering and
enlivening influence over the countenance, chas-
ing away cll gloom and imparting to it a genial
sunchine. It is the strength, power, and real
msjesty of character, and its charms are awaken-
ing and irresistible.

Mark the man of opposite principles. How
excitable, ambitions, and self-conceited. How
thoughtlessly and fearlessly, oftentimes, he rushes
on to his own injury and that of others. How
injudicious his reasoning and actions, in cases
when caim, considerate, far-reaching, anG pro-
found meditation and careful action are required.
Hé is lke the destrnctive avalanche—moving
through society without & guide; or like the
storm-beaten ship withcut a helmsman, bhe is
“ driven of fierce winds,” and as liable to be
thrown into & fit of rage, or cast into the gulf of
melancholy at any moment, when anything oc-
curs te rouse his passions or depress his spirits,
as the changeful'wind to shift its course. But
the m=n who cultivates the noble virtue of gen-
tleness, is calm as * summer’s evenings” though
assailed by adversity’s roughest winds and waves.

an equally vivid sense of honour and blessing,
And s0 it gives us the Cross to glory in.—Em>

blem of the shameful death of & criminal ! And

the cross it is, which is the dearest object of the

ies, a8 he never could in the loftiest worldly ob-
jeet, and of which he cries out in the passionate
exclsmation of the Apostle: God forbid that I
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Je-
sus Christ! In that cross they see a mystery of
divine condescension and love ; there hung God
incarnate, stooping to become their voluntary
and all-sufficient sacrifice before divine justics ;
there their old corrupt nstures were crucified
with him and their new natures purged and ran-
somed ; there their divine Teacher wrote, in let-
ters of blood, his most significant lesson of truth
and duty ; there their divine Friend wrought out
his most amasing work of friendship to them;
there is their title to pesce of mind, to heavealy
wealth and bonour ; there is the beginning and
spring of true excellence of character; there, in
that bleeding outstretobed form—* the stone
which the builders rejected”—is the corner stone
of a new order of things on earth, a spiritual
bouse” built up of lively stones, a kingdom of
heaven spreading through the world, a stone cut
out of the mountains without hands, erushing the
kingdoms of injustice aud and ungodliness, and
setting up the kingdom of righteousness and
peace in their stead. Beside this cross, on which
the Prince of Glory died, all other objects that
the world can show are but dross. They might
all go and leave him to poverty and despite, and
with the croes he would be rich and honoured
beyond caleulation. He would glory still in his
joyous and honoured estate.

What means this choice of the shameful in-
strument of a criminal’s death, as the very stand-
ard and emblem of Christianity? We shrink
from such s use of the gallows and the guillotine ;
the cross was just as disgraceful in itsjday. Cicero
called it * the most cruel and disgraceful punish-
ment’;” Lactantius, “ the worst possible punish-
ment,” and “ the worst punishment in the world.”
It was the punishment chiefly of slaves ; citisens
of Rome could not legally be crucified. It was
inflicted for the greatest crimes, robbery. piracy,
assassination, perjury, sedition and treason. It
was in use among the Romans, with all these
shameful associations, down to the time of Con-
stantine, who saw, or thought he saw, it in the
heavens, and adopted it for his ensign. And
when we think how prejudice, scorn and repug-
nance have utterly disappeared from the associ-
ations connected with this emblem, and how it
has become the rallying cry of the Church of
God, and the the talismanic word to unlock the
deepest, tenderest feelings of which the human
soul is capable, we are led to recognise with won-
der and adoration the cause of such a surprising
transformation. Surely it is only the divine dig-
nity of the person who suffered upoa it, the price-
less value of the sacrifice he made, and the
momentous import of the problem he solved in
the government of God, that could bave changed
the vile and shameful eross into the most affect-
ing symbol of faith the world has ever seen.—

Am. Presbyterian.

Joy in the Cross.

There is more joy in enduring a cross for God
than in the smiles of the world ; in a private, de-
spised affliction, without the name of suffering
for his cause, or anything ia it like martyrdom,
but only as coming from his hand, kissing it sad
bearing it patiently, yea gladly, for his sske, out
of love to Him, because it is his will s0 to try
thee. What can come amiss to a soul thus com-
posed ?

I wish that even they who have renounced the
vain world, and have the face of their hearts
turned Godward,would learn mere this happy life,
and enjoy it more ; not to hang so much upon
sensible comforts, as to delight in obedience, and
to wait for those at his pleasure, whether He
gives much or little, any or none. Learn to be
still finding the sweetness of his commands,
which no outward or inward change can disrelish,
rejoicing in the actings of that Divine love with-

Gentleness is the true secret of d ic hap-
piness, the annikilator of angry passions, and
wherever she comes,

* Boft peace she brings.”

Let us cultivate this virtue; and if there be
those who are disposed t@ excuse their want' of
its exercise by pleading that it is natural for
them to be easily excited and passionate, or rude
and severe, they are the very persons to whom

- we address this exhortation. They of all others

are the ones who need to exert themselves to
acquire this habit of self-control ; for it is an ac-
quired temper, built upon principle, and moulded
by careful and persistent exercise into & habit of
the mind. When thus attained, it constitutes &
Tundamental element of Christian charscter and
life, and is a grand, distinctive characteristic of
true 7eligion. We speak not of tamencss,—a
low, abject spirit, which has no will of its own,
and is alive to nothing but submission; but of
that temper that is perfectly consonant with the
most determined regard to virtue and truth, and
stands opposed to harshness and severity, to
pride and arrogance,

If we would evinee this character, let us study
the life of Christ, mark his unvarying gentleness
under the severest provocations and seek to pos-
sess the mind that was in him.— Vermont Chris-

{ian Messcnger.

:@lorying in the Cross.

To “glory in anything” is an idiomatic ex-
pression signifying to make our boast in it; to
regard und speak Of it as our highest honor and
joy, to see our own gloryinit; to laud it with
ever fresh enthusiasm before men.

Differing from cold systems of morality—which
secure for, their teachers the approbation of the
judgment only—and approaching neaver the
heart and inner neccessities of men, true religion
gives them something to glory in. Men must
necds boast; they must needs have an objeet,
closely identified with themselyes, ia which to
feel themeelves supremely honoured and blest.
They glory in wealth, in learning, in worldly
honours, the achievements of scignce, of ex-
ploration, of philosophy, of arms, Some glory
in their imagined moral excellence and in the
faitbfulness with which they fulfil the formal re-
quirements of their creed. Religion would
vainly seek to supplant these objects by herself,
if whe did Rot offex to the yearning heart of man,

in thee. Continue thy conflicts with sin, and
though thou mayest at times be foiled, yet ery
to Him for help, and getting up, redouble thy
batred of it and attempts against it. Still stir
this flame of God. That will overcome : “ many
waters cannot quench it.” It is a renewsd plea-
sute to be offering up thyself every day to God.
O ! the sweetest life in the world is to be cross-
ing thyself to please Him ; trampling on thy own
will to follow His.—Leighton.

Power of Christian Example.

A godly elder of one of our churches—now
deceased—who was in the habit of giving from
his small mesns all, and more than all, that any
one would say be ought to give, ones said to en-
“u.ld“dl.-‘."hh.“'ﬂ have it in
your power to revolutionise this city in the mat-
ter of benevolence; and thus do more good than
men of wealth often have the opportunity of do-
ing. Your present property is enough and more
than enough for all your wants, snd your chil-
dren are already abundantly provided for. If
now you will devote all your inceme to benevo-
lent purposes—or even half of it, your example
will show the world the power of true religion,
and make other men who have wealth feel their
duty to do-likewise. You will thus mark an era
in the history of our churches, and make our city
as distinguished for its benevolence as it has been
for its material prosperity.”

The remark was undoubtedly true. The silent
example of & man of large means who unosten-
mul,mmlhmhhndhhuuwdo-
ing good, is & power in such s community as
ours which no one can measure. Our thoughts
were called to this subject by reading the life of
Dea. Daniel Stafiord, of Boston, whick we have
just finished. This book ought to be in every
family, and by all means in every Sunday-achool
library. When his property was werth £25,000
he resolved it sheuld be never any more. Though
Mm‘immfammbhu,hh
Mlndﬂu!nﬂhhbeoulbddbodnﬁ
to objects. This was literally
ﬁmﬁ%ou During the remainder of
his life he gave $70,000 to bemevelent objects.
His memair shows aleo the way to give. It wag
not dons indiseriminately, but as the result of
sarsest Christian labor and aympsthy, as well as
his money, He was & very busy mas, end &

true Christian's contemplations, in which he glor-|

s sphere in which it could expatiate with uha;‘;uyhpp;_m; po;ingnonlim. because

his hands were more and more full of work for
Christ, till be died st the age of sixty-three. He
gave his sons $10,000 each, and the rest of his
| property left to his wife, to be used according to
her discretion in works of benevolence.

What might not such & man do in this eity ?
When we read of the princely giving of the
Lawrences of Boston, and of the daily life work,
with money and time—of such men as Judge
Hubbard and Dea. Safford, we cease to wonder
that Boston is a city of liberal devising sud mu-
nificent giving. Bright lights have shone there
for many years. Oh that all Christians of wealth
knew their privilege and the power !—Chris.
Herald.

The Momentous Promise.

A fow months since, while the Bpirit of God
was moving upon the peopls of B——, s faith-
ful ‘servant of Christ spoke with & young man,
who, beasting of his Universalism, had declared
with an oath that if addressed by him om reli-
gon he would assault with personal violenes this
very friend of his soul. But the Lord bad gone
before the earthly messenger, and the youth re-
luctantly promised fo spend fem minuies in
prayer upon returaing to his room that evening.
When alone with God, his solemn promise was
repeated by an awakening consciemos in his
spirit's ear. To redeem it, as'he afterwards de-
clared, he fell upon his knees, and when be rose
his beart had a burden it bad never borne be-
fore. The next day s young convert ealled at
his house, and faithfully pointing him to the
Lamb of God, offered him a Bible.

*No,’ said D., I ‘want to buy one myself;
I've fity cents due me for wages.’

With bis money in hand, he was soon on his
way to the village, not far distant, to purchase
the Word of God ; when a siren voice whispered,
g¢ a song book. He hesitated, for he was to
lpondloulywnhinl.bofon‘t,udlhou-p-
ter would kindly have him provide the cheer of
careless mirth; a moment full of awful intepest
passed, and the celestial treasure was his own.
He entered the solitude, resolved to make the
Bible his study and guide. Among wicked com-
panions, bis purpose was, ere long tried, but was
unshaken. Upon his return to the place of
prayer, his full heart overflowed with love, hope,
and joy, and he rose to declare what God had
done for his soul. He was followed by one who
bad for some time indulged hope in Christ, and
whose words were these: I fesl condemned; I,
who all my life have been instructed in Bible
truths by pious parents and teachers; and mow
to hear D———— spesk, who has not enjoyed
such means of grace, and the last time I saw
him, a few weeks ago, his mouth was full of
oathe—I ean no longer keep silonce.’

How momentous that promise, almost thought-
lesaly given, to spend {en minules of a hitherto
wasted life in prayer—momentous to Aim and to
others. :

A great point is gained with s buman soul
when a decision to move toward God is made;
s commitment to the wark. of personal salvation.
To saint and sinner, the lesson of such experi-
ence is impressive and awakening, snd verifies
the voice of Jehovah, saying, “ Work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling ; for it is
God wlich worketh in you to will and to do, of
his good pleasure.”—Ch. Chroniels.

for they were uniformly bed. Eighto! them were '
illegitimate ; four were under the influence of
criminal and drunken parents ; one lad of twelve |
was known to the police by ninety-two thefts ;'
one bad escaped from prison; one had sinned
till be had become imbecile ; they were all tho- !
roughly wild ; lying snd stesling were their|
second natare. They were poor street wander- |
ers, such as may be seen in London in the dreary
winter nights, orouching in doorways and under
bridges ; little heaps of rags with perhaps bright,
bungry eyes, that sparkle on you in a kind of!
savage fear. Thay used to aleep on piles of
stones or on steps ; only, said one who slept in
empty carta, the stars awoke me in winter, for
they looked down on me so clear and white.
There was a shameless, false, little beggar among
them, a poor thing deserted by his mother, and
who had risen to be the leader of all the street
boys in the neighborhood, sad a notorious plague.
There was a boy who had been treated like a
beast, and naturally lived like & besst ; his so-
called adopted parents had bought him for £13 ;
the woman was an idiet, the man a coarse drunk-
ard, and under them be lived till he was sighteen:
no wonder he came sby, full of mistrust, naked
within and without. A boy of twelve declared
positively that he believed in no God, much less
a Saviour, no resurrection, no judgment ; he had
once laid violent hands on himpself, and, when
angry, he threatened that he would run himself
through with a knife ; frightful fits of pession
seised upon him, culminating in one which lasted
twelve hours, and during whish four men could
scarcely hold him. Before be came he used to
be chained at such times. These made up the
houssehold of that loving son and mother. Others
followed like them : notorious pickpockets, va-
gabonds whe from very vagabondage could not
speak fluently, young houssbreskers. ‘They had
learned to sleep on the ice, though as for other
learning they eould scarcely count two.”

As to the girls, it is said that & mother begged
for the reception of her daughter of eleven years,
in the Reformatory, who had stolen the very
sheet from her grandmother’s dyiag bed. When
received, they were more unmanagesble than the
boys. “ I have never seen,” says Wichers, “so
doworightly wicked a spirit in the boy, as inthe
girl” They would elench their fists, and roll
their oyes wildly, and gnash their teeth in pe-
roxysms of passion. They were addicted to
poetry of the vilest order, improvised ballads,
made horrible travestiss of the hymns, were the
foremost in ridiculs and profanity. .

It is to the great task of reforming, civilising
and saving these lost youth thet Christian men
and women of our dey have addressed them-
selves. Courta, prisons and penalties have bare-
ly kept the evil from being utterly intolerable to
the better classes of society ; semtimental rve-
formers and humanitarians bave contemplated
the terrible fact from afar with shuddering, snd
have produced graphic and moving represents-
tions of it ; even good Christian people have
turoed despaizingly away, and have sceustomed
themselves to hope for the fetish-worshippers of
Ethiopia and of Polynesia rather than for this
forlorn debris of our so-called Christian civiliza-
tion. Butit could not so remain. There have
sppeared in the Christianity of our day such
degree of practical efficiency, such an energy of
faita and prayer, such a blending of wisdom and
love, all directed towards this bitherto dark and

_ Beligims Jntelligencr,

mmpnucww ty in our

Revivals, suceessful ‘missionary enterprises,
beneficence on a grest seale, civil governments
brought into being, moulded and influenced by
Christianity, these are some of the great results
of the Gospel in our day. Great as they are, we
doubt whether they are the greatest. There is
another sphere in which the triumphs of faith,
prayer, personal effort, and the principle of
Christian love are perhaps even more remarka-
ble than in the cases above mentioned. There
are in sominally Christian lands, classes of popu-
lation which, from the fact that they are sur-
rounded by Gospel light are perhaps in a worse
condition than the hesthen. They are those
masees that hang sbout the skirts of Europesn
civilisation, that supply its eriminals, that infest
the dens and alleys of the great cities, crawling
like rats into anderground hiding-places, shame-
less, igmorant of God, excopt to the extent of
blaspheming Him, naked, abject, hopeless of
good save by revolutions, shut out from churches
by the profound social abyss which separates them
from the church-going classes. Of Hamburg in
Germany it is said * there are quarters of the
‘town that are stricken with a moral plague ; there
are courts contaitting hundreds of familigs, where
men, poor, und not over-serupulous, be
ashained to shelter ; there are blind alleys and
regions under ground, where even the poverty is
out-done by the swfulness of moral degrada-

”e
h“hd-abﬂni‘dd.dtobooquny
true of London or Paris. In 1849. the Bible
Society report thet in Hamburg * girls of eigh-
teen and twenty held up ta the Colporteur the
five new songe printed in this year, erying out
with scorn, There is our Bible. Mothers in the

of their danghters, declared they would
rather go to the dancing beoth than read a page
of the Gospel. Mosterworkmen said their Bidle
was & plate of meat ; journdymen asked if they
had no sausage te give them instead of such stuff.
Some put down the Bible ss @ damnabdls dook
that Aad turned the world mad, others as a book
¢f lies ; others asserted that they themseives
were the Bible. Some asked if the oolporicur
kept no goed thieves’ stories, some shouted that
they had that day thrust the Bidie in the slove.
There was everywhere not only demial of the
Christian faith, but of the simplest fandamental
moral truths that we had believed were written
in the heart.”

And we may complete our picture of the me-
terial with which Christianity, in its benign mis-
sion to every class, bas 1o grapple, by quoting
the deseription given in the volume already
quoted, of the first twelve boys received by Im-
manuel Wichern in his “ Rough House” or

Institution near Hamburg.

“ On the §th of November the first three boys
came ; by the end of December thers were tweive.
They varied in age from five years up to eigh-

e
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luble problem, 2s to suggest new ideas of the
power of the Gespel, and completely to vindicate
it from suspicion of decay or degenerasy.. The
evil has been fairly and manfully grappled. The
sublimest traits of the Christian cheracter have
been brought face to face with it. Its vastness
is indeed not abated, but its stubbornness is giv-
ing way. Hope meets our view, irsadicating the
skirts of the cloud thet was blank darkness be-
fore.

Bince the Acts of the Aposties were published
to the world, there have appeared no records of
Christian labors more arduous, or of triumphs
of the Gospel more signal or more blessed, than
those detailing the efforts of the last quarter cen-
tury, for the recevery of the young among these
lost masses of our Christian Re-
turning to Wichern with his “ Rough House ”»
st Homn in sight of Hamburg, we see an humble
individual, unknows, sustained by s fow friends
in circumstances as bumble, bat penetrated with
a profound sense of the deplorable condition of
the godless and abject poor around him, and
with sa equally profound confidesse in God, and
determination that something might and mast be
done to alleviate this misery, by specific Christian
effort. Getting possession of the “ Rough House”
near Hamburg, s place bearing the name before
it came into his hands, be soon sucepeded in
drawing twelve of thoss sbandoned youths, whos
characters we have already deseribed, under the
same roof with himself and his godly mother.
And by the power of that “lowe that came
sweetly down from beaven. and flowed out saeri-
Scially upon the cross, melting the most rugged
bearts into tance,” be wrought upon those
deformed natures, those depraved, polluted souls,
those seared, twice-desd consciences, and brought
manhood, brought purity, ht the image of
God back to them, and to h and thou-
sands of others whe have since come directly or
indireetly under his care.

Without any restraint of enclogures, bolts, or
locks, holding them by the attraction of his own
genial Christian nature, Wichern goyerned and
moulded these unlovely, wild creatures, untl
strong ties grew up between them and their new
home. They lost their vagabond instincts, their
souls melted, and their better natures woke un-
der the hymns and songs be taught them. Bible
narrstive, as he presented it in his own vivid,
tender way, seised upon imagination aad con-
science, 80 that they identified themsslves with

and placed before them. They sngaged gladly
in active employment.

‘When admittanes was sought again and agsin
by others into the slready full house, the resi-
dents received with enthusiasm the proposal that
they themselves sbould build. They did it
Commencing in early spring, they completed the
work in July ; and the bouse which these twelve
outessts joyfally erested, to provide room for
more, still stands, with not & few additional ones
constructed under a similar inspiration snd by
the same class of workmen. A printing-press
was early added to their enlarging enterprise,
operatsd entirely by the boys, of which the first
jssue was & eopy of the 234 Pealm. It is 4 fa-

one and another character, as it wis brought out |

teen ; their variations in vice were not %0 great | hands, and sending out thousands of the Flie-

gende Blcetter, the monthly bulletin of the Rough
House, filled with holy, sagacious and blessed
messages for Germany and lands remote from
Germany. And they print multitudes of other
valuable and pious books and charming pictures,
and indeed offer to print anything, without over-
estimating their capasity as srtisans, as their
work shows.

In 1842 the aity of Hamburg was destroyed
by a four days’ conflagration ; and in the univer-
sal confusion and terror, while bands of robbers
were plundering the miserable sufferers, these
restored outcasts not only remained faithful to
the trust reposed in them, but received the pub-
lic thauks of the Senate for their help in putting
out the fire. But we cannot particularize. For
nearly thirty years the system has been in opera-
tion. Youths are constantly being received into
the *“families,” as they are called, who are known
to the turnkeys of a dozen prisons ; policemen
will identify them by the number of committals;
parish boards have been glad to get quit of them
on any terms ; yet under the steady, calm, in-
cessant operation of the free yet consummately
ordered Christian influences of the Establish-
ment, they gradually lose their evil idiosyncracies
and blend with the pure and happy life of the
whole. Hundreds of brothers have been trained
and distributed over the prisons and reformato-
ries and city missions of the Continent ; offshoots
frem the parent institution have been planted
from north to south of Germany ; the vast or-
genization of the Inner Mission (home missions
in every form) has been spread over the country,
restoring the deeayed forms of Christian social
life, and rescuing the outcast, and building up
the Church ; almost every town of importance
has its Brother, busying himself among its lanes
and hardened criminal

And all this, and much more that we have not
space to tell of, is the growth of ardent, health-
ful, evangelical piety. * Josus Christ,” says
Wichern, *is the founder of the Rough House.”
And the history of the enterprise, in its financial
aspects, has been a course of striking providences
and .coincidences, which must be viewed as an-
swers to simple, believing prayer. Jesus Christ
has owned his servant’s labors and confidence in
bimself, freely and unhesitatingly reposed in
every season of perplexity. From various and
unexpected quarters, help has come just when it
was needed. The moving statements in the
Fliegende Blcetter stirred the hearts not only of
the rich, but of miners below ground, of washer-
women, of peor chiidren with their half-farthings,
and of poor clergymen who sent him their silver
tea-apoons. The labor of his boys’ hands indeed
left them but little to wish for ; but when money
was required for enlargements, they committed
their cause to God in prayer, sent forth their
statement, and proceeded in the fullest confidence
to the work. And they never found cause to be
ashamed of their confidence.

But what shall we say more ? For time would
fail us not only to speak fully of this example of
the triumph of Christian faith, love, and labor
in our day, but to speak also of Jobn Falk and
the orphan waifs of Weimar, of Fliedner, with
his *“ deaconnesses ” scattered over both Conti-
nents ; of John Bost, with his institutions for
the hopelessly affticted in La Force, South of
Rrance ; of the Bible Women of London ; of
Chalmere and his elders among the forsaken poor
of Glasgow ;—to which we may add, the faith-
ful agents of the churches and evangelisal socie-
ties of our own country, in their unparalleled
efforts to bring the Gospel to the million of our
citizen soldiers. All these enterprises carry out
the modern ides of Christianity, which is to put
the living principles of the Gospel in efficient
contact with the masses of the nominally Chris-
tian world, who will not or cannot come to avail
themselves of its blessings. And we boldly
claim that the great results achieved will bear
comparison with those of any other age of Chris-
tianity, and will triumphantly vindicate our re-
ligion from the charge of degeneracy made upon
it by its foes, and half-credited by its timorous
friends.— dm. Presbyterian.

General Rliscellanp,

Put your Shoulder to the Wheel.
There’s & voice that speaks within us
If we owa no craven heart,
As we press along life’s pathway
Taking our appointed part;
And it bids us bear our burden,
Heavy though it seem and feel,
And with strong and hopeful vigour
Paut our shoulder to the wheel.

What though clouds are darkling o’er us,
They but hide s tranquil sky,

Or should storm-drops fall sround us,

Never doubt and faint and falter;
Heart, be stout and true as steel !

Fortune smiles on brave endeavour—
Put your shoulder to the wheel.

Folded hands will never aid us
To uplift the load of care;
“ Up and striving” be your motto,
Meek to suffer, strong to bear.
"Tis not chance that guides our footsteps,
Or our destiny can seal ;
With a will then, strong and steady,
Put your shoulder to the wheel.

Men of worth hath conn'd the lesson,
Men of might have tried its truth,
Aged lips have breathed the maxim
In the listening ear of youth;
And be sure throughout life’s journey
Many & wounded heart would heal,
If we all as friends and brothers
Put our shoulders to the wheel.

Consequence of Gambling.

In the year 184—, a number of individuals
were arrested for keeping a gaming house on
Chestnut street, near Independent Hall, Phila-
delphia. The counsel for the prosecution was
sitting in his office one day, when a young man
of genteel exterior and good address entered,
and the following dialogue ensued : —

“ 1 have been summoned to-morrow as a wit-
ness against —— ——, for keeping a gambling
bouse. Unless it was absolutely necessary,’ said
be, a4 his agitation increased, ‘I wish, sir you
would not uzge my attendance,’

mo pross aew in Gurmany, employing masy

conviction will depend upon your testimony, but |
a8 you are an important witness, it may be ne- |
cessary to bring you upon the stand.’

* My reasons for asking this favour are urgent,’ |
said be, * and the consequence of refusal may be |
fatal to my prosperity and the happiness of |
others.” He became more agitated, and st the |
request of a gentleman be comtinued. ‘I dm to
be married to Mr. ——'s daughter residing. on
Chestnut Street. The preparations are made and
the day is fixed. If I am called upon as & wit-
ness in this case, | shall eriminate myself, and be
exposed to the eyes of my friends and the pub-
lic gaze as a gambler. My character will be lost,
my prospects in life blighted, and of coutse my
happiness destroyed.’

* You shall not ba called, young man,’ said the
counsel, ‘ unless it is absalutely necessary,’ and
with this assurance they separated,’ not without
some painful misgivings on the part of the legal
gentleman that he was about to be sccessory to
a wrong which might result in the ruin of s eop-
fiding yet unsuspecting girl ‘The trisl came on,
but eonviction was obtained without summoning
the young man, and he went on his course of
duplieity and crime without being exposed. In
a few days he married.

en wife appears before a legal tribunal seeking s
divorce. Her counsel was in the greatest degree
startled, at discovering, confronting the wile, the
identical young man who pleaded not to be e3-
posed as a gambler. The interview with the
witness instantly oceurred to the counsel’s mind.
The painful incident, of a deserted wife, and the
cruelties which had followed his gambling habits,
then came up in fearful arrsy before the individ-
ual who had saved him from bhis merited expe-
sure.

The trial proceeded, and a gradual succession
of acts of injustice, neglect, eoldness and aliens-
tion, domestic discord and cruelties or the part
of the husband against a confiding and affection-
ate young wife were disclosed which melted the
beart of the coldest spectator. His defence wae
feeble and her cause triumphed. Happily ahe
was liberated from the mopster who, bad
wounded her, destroyed her peace, and depriv-
ing her of that bappioess whichi beamed upon
ber so joyously during her bridal day. ‘

His fate need even be briefly told. He soon
lost the esteem of friends, if the gambler has
friends, and his credit followed with his reputa-
tion. His fashionable establishment en Chestput
street was closed by the sheriff a few weeks since,
and recently be has been arrested for forgery.
What a brief but melancholy detail of the fruits
reaped from the pursuits of the gamester | — Phil-
adelphia Paper.

Effects of Slight Changes.

It is worthy of notice that things which st the
beginning were very bad may be made good by
a very small change wrought upon them. You
see this in human beings, as they pass on through
life. Youremember, T have no doubt, how vari-
ous passages in the eariier writings of Mr. Ten-
nyson, on which the Quarterly Review savagely
fixed at their first publication, and which Mr.
Tennyson’s warmest admirers must admit to bave
been in truth very weak, affected and ridueulous,
have by alterations of wonderfully small amount
been brought to a state in which the most fastid-
ious eritic could find no fatlt in them. Just a
touch from the master band did it all. You
bave in a homelier degree felt the same youzself,
in correeting and re-writing your own crude sad
immature compositions. Often a very small
matter takes away the mark of that Beast whose
name shall not be mentioned here. I knowa
very distinguished preacher, really a pulpit ora-
tor, whose manner at his outset was remarkably
akwward. No doubt be has devoted mnﬂh pains
to his manner since; though his art is high
enough to coneeal any trace of art. I heard him
preach not long since ; and his manner was sin-
gularly graceful ; while as yet there was no great
change materially. You have remarked how the
features of a girl's face, very plain at fourteen
have at twenty grown remarkable pretty. And
yet the years have wrought no very great change.
The face is unquestionably and quite reconixably
the same ; yet it has passed from plainness into
beauty. And so, as we go on in life, you will
find « man has got rid of some little intrusive
folly whieh just makes the difference between his
being very good and his being very bed. The
man whose tendency to boast, or to exaggerate,
or to talk thoughtlessly of others, made bim ap-
pear a fool in his youth, has corrected that one
evil tendency, and lo! he is quite altered—he is
s wise and good man. You would not have be-
lieved what a change for the better would be
made by that little thing. You know, I dare
say, how poor and bad are the first crude thoughts
for your sermon or your article, thrown at ran-
dom on the page. Yet when you have arranged
and rounded them into s symmetrieal, and aceur-
ate, and well-considered composition it is won-
derful how little change there is from the firdt
rade sketch. Look at the waste scraps of paper
before you throw them izto the fire, and you will
find some of your most careful and best sentences
there, word for word. You have not been able
to improve upon the way in which you first dash-
ed them down.— Every-Day Philosopher.

Mental Development.

Mental development is the never-failing re-
ward of intense mental industry. The mind grows
by its own foree of action. It is a foolish notion
that * all men are created equal” as to intellee-
tual status and vigor. As well might we say
that all men are created equal as to physical sta-
ture and muscular power. It illnoqualyu-
sound notion to affirm that any man may become
whatever he chooses to be. All the facts of his-
tory, all human observation, and all human
experience expose this fallsey. As well might
we aver that every physical pigmy can become,
simply because he chooses 0 to be, a masoular
Sampson, as 0 affirm that every balf nstural
fool can become a Franklin in science and  ma-
tural Newton in philosophy, or that every gaugy
can rival Demosthenes or Cicere in the pieasing
art of oratory. But this we will aver, that thou-
sands of men who, otherwise, might have passed
through life as blockheads, have, by dint of hard

themaelves to distinction, snd oarved for them-
selves s name in the of semown which

shall be eaduring ss immortality imeelf, Alt]

‘1 doa™t know,’ said the couneel, ‘ that tlno'm whose natural

Two years passed, and a young but heart-brok- | legged

mental toil, and stern, persistent energy, raised | port:

talents and mental culture
are such as justify bis indtiction into the Chris-
tian ministry, may, by persevering mental to:l,

| become & men of menial vigor.

“1f any man,” says Rev. Dr. Carey, “ shiould
think it worth while to write my life, I can gire
you u ‘eriterioa by which you may ‘fadge of .
correctness. If he give me credit of being s
ploddar, he wil describe me justly. Anytiing
beyond this will be too much. 1 cen plod. |
can persevers in any definite pureuit. To this |
owe everything.”

Said Alexnader Hamilton : ¥ Men give me
eredit for genius.  All the genine I have liea just
in this, When I have & subject in hamd 1 stuadly
it profoundly. Day and night it iq-before me.
I explore it in all its hearings. My mind le-
comes pexvaded with it. "Then the effort which
l-b.thpoqlbmwb call the fruit
of labo: and thought.”

Mz. T. F. Buxton spemka after the following
fashion : * The longer 1 live, the more 1 am ¢er-
tain that the great difference between wen,the
greet and the signiicent, fa eamxgy, iovinsible
determiaation, a purposs onee fixed, and tben
death or vietory. That quasity will do a1y g
thst can be done in the werld. No taleniss no
circumstances, 30 opportunities will make a Ly 0-
cresture a man without it." 3. [

Says Rev. Wm. Arthur: ¢ Sia Fewel, Buxton
placed his confidence in opdinery powemaand ex-
traordinary application, 80 do most men who
bave accomdlished mugl either for themmelyeq or
for others. The man who hes gemins without
perseverance may run the earser of a reeket, but
can never become a star ; he who hes pamseve-
rance without genius will-be a bright and steady
staz, but can never bacome & sun ; he that bas
govius and parseverance will be the .avn, of his
own system.” ]

The Age of Man. -

But féiw men die of age. ' Alntobt alt die of
disappointment, pamional, meritsl, of'Bodffyvoil,
of ‘sccident. The " passions Kilf ek Wohdetimes
even suddenly. The common uMl. ¢hok-
o8 ‘with paseion, has little’ Eraggerition’ 1 it
for wveti though not suddénly fatal, strong ’ pas-
dions shorten Tife. Strong bodied mel'biténd die
young—wesk men live longer than the 'strong,
for the strong use their ‘strétgti and the weak
have none to use. "The Intter tki ctd’of thom-
welves; the former 'do not. "Ab it is ‘with the
bedy 40 it is with thie faind and teuiper.’ The
strong are ‘apt to break, or, like thé candle, ruh ;
the weak burn out. * The Tufetior afinhkls ‘whivh
live temperate lives ‘have geverally 'théir pre-
scribed term of years. Thé'Borse Hiver twenty-
five years, the ox fifteen ot twenty, the Hon about
twenty ; the hog tem o twelve ) the rabbit, wight ;
the Guines pig six or seven. The ‘ndmbets all
bear proportion to the time the anihsl tikes to
grow to its full sze. But man of all afHimals is
the one that seldom comes up to the avérage.
He ought to live a hundred years, sectrding Lo
his physiological law, for fivéd times twéhty are
one hundred; but instead & that hé scarcely
reaches an average four times his growing pe-
riod. The reason is obvious—map is not only
the most irregular and moat intemperate, but the
west Jaborious and Mard worked df all’ animits.
He is always the most irritable of all antnialk
and there is reason to believe, though wé ¢hinot
tell what an animal secretly feels, that thore than
any other asimal, man cherishes wrath to” keep
it warm, and eonsumes himeslf with the fire of
his own reflection. e

The Christian Gentleman, .

He is aboye & mean thing. He gapnaet atoo)
to a mean frand. He invades np secreis.in the
keeping of another. ke betrays no peczets eon
fided to his own kesping., He pevex struts in
borrowed plumage. He takes selfish advantage
of po man’s mistakes, He uses no ignoble
weapons in controversy. He never stabs in Lo
dark, He is ashamed of innuesdos, . He is not
one thing to a man's face and anotber behind his
back. If by accident he comes info possessicn
of his neighbor’s counsels, he passes upen thew
an act of instant oblivion, He bears sealed
packages without tempering with the waz. Pa.
pers not meant for his eye, whether they fluttey
in at his window, or lic open befare him. in ug,
guarded exposure, are sacred to him. He pro-
fesses no privacy of others, however the septry
sleeps. Bolts and bars, locks and keys, hedges
and pickets, bonds and securities, notices to
trespassers, are none of thém for Lim, He may
be trusted, himsell out of sight—nesr the
thinniest partition—anywhere, He buys no offjce,
be sells none, he intrigues for none. He would
rather fail of his rights than win them through
dishonor. He will eat bonest bread. He tram-
ples on no sensitive fesling. He insults no map,
If he have rebuke for another, he is straight for-
ward, opealy and mauly. - He cannot descend to
scurrility. Billingsgate dow’t he ‘in his track.
From all prefane and wanton words his lips are
chastened. Of woman snd to hér he dpesks
with decency and respect. In short, whitever
be judges homorsble, he practices toward etery

An Obstinate Man.

An obstinate man'does not hold opimions, Lut
they hold him ; for, when he iunamm
with an error, it is like a devil, only caat out
with great difficulty. Whateover he laya hold
on, like a drowning man, he never loses, though
it do but help to sink him the sooner. His
ignorance is abrupt and inaccessible, impregna-
ble both by art and nature, and will bald out to
the lnst, though it has nothing but rubhish to
defend. It is as dark as pitch, snd sticks as fast
to anything it lays hold on. Iis akull is s0
thick it is proof against any reason, and never
eracks but on s wrong side, just opposite (o that
against which the impression is made, which
surgeons say does happen very frequently. The
slighter and more inconsistent bia opivions aze,
the faster he holds them, otherwise they would
fall asunder of themseives ; for opinious that are
false ought to be held with more strictness and
assurance than those that are true, otherwise
they will be apt to betray their owners before
they are aware. He delights, most of all, to Cif
fer in things indifferent ; no matter how frivo-
lous they are, they are weighty enough in pro-
jon to his weak judgment, and he wil! rather
suffer self-martydom than part with the least
seruple of his frechold ; for it is impossible to
dye his derk ignoranes into any Jight eolor, He -




