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EFFORTS AT AN INCONGRU-
OUS UNION.

The euccees of the various Methodist
denominations in Japan in forming &
United Japanese Cburch has induced
others to make similar efforts, Within
the short period that Protestantism has
been making miseionary efforts in the
empire of the Mikado the want of unity,
which is the chief characteristic of
Protestantism, bas been found a serious
drawback to the conversion of the
heathen to Christianity, Making a vir-
tue of necessity on this continent, the
divisions of Protestantism into nearly &
thousand sects have ween boasted of as
a proof of the breadth of views and
liberty of thought which exists in the
Protestant ranks, and even tbis very
want of unity has been called by the
pame of Catholicity ; as if the giving of &
respectable name to this characteristic
of Protestantism, diversity of doctrine,
would convert what is alien to the whole
spirit of the religion of Christ, 1nto a mark
of the true Ohurch,

Tae command given by Christ to His
Aposties to “teach all nations all things
what:ozver | have commanded,” demon-
strates the nature of the Catholicity
which 18 to characterize the Church of
Christ on earth, and St Paul, in the
fourth chapter of his epistle to the
Epheeians, states tho object of the in
gtitution of the Caristian ministry to be
“fur the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ, until we all meet in

he unity of faith, and ¢f the knowledge
of the Son of God.” (v.12,13)

The (atholicity which is a mark of
the Church of Christ is, therefore, not
the aggregation into one body of various
sects, teaching different and iireconoil
able dootrines, yet forming a eingie large
corporation by an agreement to tolerate
diversity of doctrines whereon they can.
not agree. It consists of the universality
of one Churoh teaching everywhere the
same truths which have been revealed
by Christ. This unity is essential to the
true and Catholic Church whioh Christ
instituted when He commissioned His
Apoetles : ‘‘Teach sall nations, . .
teackir g them to observe all things what-
goever I have commanded you,” (St
Matt, xxviii) It is only with such a
Church, one in doctrine, and having one
visible head on earth, that Christ
promised to remain, presiding over it “all
days, aven to the consummation of the
world,” and only the Catholic Church in
communion with the Pope fuifils this
condition and tallies with this descrip-
tion,

Heathens of logical minds have fre.
quently said to miseionaries who have
urged them to embrace their peculiar
forms of Christiaunity :

“Settle your difterences, Come to an
agreement AMONg yourselves as to what
is the Cnristian creed, and then ask us
to adopt your Christian religion.”

A late number of the Presbyterian
Review tells us that “a complete answer
to this stunding taunt of the heathen
world” might be found in the union of
secte, and, accordingly, & union was
attempted between the Presbyterian and
Congregationalist churches of Japan, at
least, if not elsewhere,

A basis of union was adopted by
the DPresbyterian BSynod and the

Congragational  General  Conference
two years ago, and the two bodies
agsembled in Osaka last November,

and uvion was strongly urged by the
older men of the Congregationaliste,
whose principles were somewhat conser-
vative, but the younger men of the body
vigorously opposed a union which would
deprive them of the right of holding all
manner of doctrines under the figment
of a United Church, and thus the nego-
tiations were brought to an ignominious
eud,

Another eftort was made at a Confer.
eace held at Tokio in March of this year
to effect the union, The ultimatum on
waich the Conference at last agreed pro
posed to adopt as the standard of faith,
“the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds and
the nrticles of the Evangelical Alliance,”
and to “set forth shortly & confession
more perfeotly euited to its own needs.”
The Prssbyterian Synod refused to
poce b tais as too vagus wiitoul the

addition of the words, which appear to
be equally vague, that *‘the Westminster
and Heidelberg catechisms be received
for substance of doctrine” This, bow.
ever, was not satisfactory to the Con.
gregational Churches, and the proposals
fell through,

Dr. Imbrie, of the Presbyterians, says :
“According to one of the missionaries
present, the hostility to the proposed
constitution finds its chief explanation
in the rise of an anti clerical spirit,
Some of the churches are restive under
the leadership of ministers, The ex:
pianation, however, is not accepted by
the Japanese, It is true that some who
are unfriendly to the union bave called
attention to the ‘aristocratic’ character
and ill concealed tyranny of the Presby-
terian and Reforraed ministry, But
the real question is not one between the
Churches aud the ministers so much as
between the o!der and more conserva-
tive men, and the younger and more
radical.”

The difisulty, in fact, is precisely the
same which has cropped up both on this
continent and in Europe. The tendency
of Protestantism is naturally towards
free thought and the elimination of
positive doctrines frcm Christianity,
This is the ry conseq of the
first principle of Protestantiem, private
judgment. If the Ohurch acknowledges
that the judgment of the individual is
the supreme authority by which contro-
versies of faith are to be settled, it is as
well (o say atonce that the Church as a
body bas no authority whateoever.
The  Presbyterians wiil not go
so far as this, but the Congre.
gationallstsa base their whole dis.
clpline on thls consequence, and even in
Japan they will not yield it for the sake
of an outward unlon wbich has no
solidity., The only true principle of unity
{s Church authority, and this leads directly
to submiesion to the Pope. Presbyterian-
{em is theleist conslstent of the two bodles
which negotiated for union, for it wizhes
to aesert the authority of a mock antl
qulty, without accepting the logical conse.
quercs of their doctelne. It fs almost
needless to add that the effort to botch up
sn apparent union on so fruil a basls has
utterly failed, for the present, at least,

MEANNESS UNPARALELLED,

The meanness of the Mail has baen fre-
quently manifested duriog the course of
the dlscuesion on the Jesuit Eitates Act,
and on other occaslons during ite mno-
Popery crusade since 1856, That journal
is In the habit of publishieg anonymous
letters from supposed correspondents, ap-
proviog of Its antl Cathollc course, and
at the same time suggesting to its readers
mensurzs repulsive to the good sense and
love of falr play which the people of
QOutario usually exhibit. Itis by such
meane that It has succeeded to some ex-
tent in exclting the fenstlcal faction of
the province to a degree of frevzy which
{s almost inconcelvable. At the same
time it evidently expectsto be exonerated
from responsibility for those communica.
tlons on the plea that it 1s not responsible
for the opinlone expressed by correspon-
dents,

It 1s well understood that journallets
do pot admit to thelr columns letters
which propose any startling course to be
pursued in the advocacy of a certaln
policy, without expressing thelr dlseent
from thelr correspondents’ views, unless
they approve of them, But when ghese
views are repeated by many correspond.
ents, 50 as Indeed to give actually a tone
to the journal, it certalnly cannot shirk
the resporsibility, more especlally when
the communications are anonymous,

Uader such clrcumetances, notwith
standlug that the Mail has frequently de-
clared that ite desire is not to do anything
te the Injury of Cstholles, nor to take
from them liberty of coneclence, the ad-
m'ssion of numerous letters of which the
purpoee {3 to exclte Protestant hatred
against the Cathollc religlon and people,
ever to violent acts of physical aggression,
undoubtedly makes the Mall reepon:ible
for the sentiments of these correspond-
ents ; aud it will tcarcely be denled that
this course of recommendlug physlcal
force to be used, especlally agunst the
people of ()iebec, *for the good of the
habitants themselves,” forsooth, might be
mistaken for courage, if that journal
openly advocated it; but its advocacy
through the medium of anonymous let.
ters can be called only Intffable cowardice
and meanness,

But the mesnness which we here repro-
bate has been surpassed, if possible, by
the publication of a letter signed * Aati-
Jesult,” which recently appeared in the
colamns of the Mall. This cowardly
anonymous sctibe recommends Protest.
ants to absent themselves from — to boy-
cott, In fact — the Toronto Industrial
Exhibitlon on the day when it will be
opened by the Governor-General, because
His Excellency did not agree with the
fanatics who called on him to stigmatize
the Jesult Order as an lllegal and immoral
assoclation by dieallowing the Act of the
Quebec Leglslature, which recompenses
the Jesults and the Catholic Blshops for &
grievous wrong Irflicted on them over a
century ago. The Mall itself has repeat.
edly acknowledged that the only plea on

exerclsed is & plea of *public polity,”
which 1t founds upon the wicked charac

ter of the Jesult Order. The boycotting
of the exbibition ls, therefore, proposed,
through its anonymous correspondent, as
s means of takiog reveoge upon the
Governor General because the latter does
not egree to belleve all the falsehoods
wbich have appeared in the columns of
the Mail, both editorlally and in its cor-
respondence columns, This Antl Jesult
says: “If they (Protestants) have any
regard for themselves, they will stay st
home on that ocesslon. If they attend
aud accord to His Excellency a receptlor,
they will follow the example of the
spanlel who, when you beat bim, will
turn ronund and lick the hard that smites
bim.” The writer glves as an additional
reason why all Protestants ehould absent
themselves from the opealng, that Sir
Jobn Macdonald {s also to be present,

As the exhibition {s of great benefit to
Toronto, the advice thus virtually given
by the Mall, if acted upon, would be
greatly to the injury of that city, 8till,
it is ae well that the Mail should exhibit
iteelf In 1ts true colors, The public will
be able to jadga by the result the amount
of lufluence which that journal wields,
We venture to say that the absence of all
whom it can 11 fluence will not be felt, and
that, {f the weather be favorable, the
opening will exceed in eclat all that has
ever been witnessed in Toronto on such
occaslons, and that the greeting which will
be accorded to the Governor-General on
his appearance will be both cordial and
general,

We bhave been accustomed to hear the
asertion repeated over and over sgrin
that the bogus Equal Rights’ Asscciation
{s truly representative of the people of
Oatario. It is nothing of the kicd. We
do not dispute the fact that the bigots of
the Province are numerous, but we do
not balleve that they form a majority of
the population, All who could be ia-
fluenced to elgn the petition fcr disallow-
ance amounted to but fifty-one thousand
persons in Ontarlo, voters and non voters.
So farare these from belug a mejrity of
Ontarlonlan voters, that the Catholic
votors of the Proviace alone are in excees
of that number; and a few days will
eufica to make 1t known whether all
the Mail’s irflaence wil make the
openirg day of the exuibition a fallure,
We predlct with corfidence that it will be
a success, In epite of the meanest effort on
record to create a failure,

Aud this s the degrading work to which
the boasted organ of the truly loyal popu-
lation of the Pcovince devotes itself !

Such loyalty is perfectly on a par wijh
the loyalty which was manifested exaotly
by the same class of blatant loyalists
who plotted to set aside Queen Vic.
toria’s claim to the throne, who insulted
the Prince of Wales in Toronto, Kingston,
Belleville, Milbrook, etc., when he vis-
ited Canada in 1860, who insulted and
perconally maltreated Lord and Lady
Elgin, who burned the House of Parlia.
ment in Montreal, and in other ways,
even more infamous, exhibited their
peaceful and law-abidiog spirit, and their
love of civil and religious liberty.

AMERICAN CATHOLIC
CONGRENSN.

The Cathelle Lay Congress of the
Unlted S:ates will meet in the city of
Baltimore on Monday, Navember 11th, et
10 n’clock a, m., aud will remain in seesion
two days, All Catholles will be admitted
to the seselons. Immediately after, the
centennial of the establishment of the
Catholic hierarchy of the United S:ates
will take place, snd nearly colncldentally
the new Washington Oathollc University
will be opened. There will be a large
number of distinguished prelates, priests
and layoien present for the triple cele-
bration, which 1s expected to be conducted
with greater eclat than any Catholic
celebration which bas ever taken place in
America.

There are many sutjects which can be
treatcd by the Corgrees to great advan.
tage. The Church has made, undoubtedly,
great and rapld progress in the Ualted
States, but it bas al:o met with mauy
loszes. In dlstricts where Oatholic scttlers
were spread over large areas, owing to
scarclty of priests it frequently bappened
that Cathollca becsme lukewarm, and
practically became lost to the faith, The
children, in such cases, frequently wan.
dered away frcm the Church, and elther
jolned the ranks ¢f some of the numer.
ons secta, or helped to recruit thoee of the
agnostics, How is the recurrence of this
evil to be prevented? How may the
knowledge of Cathollc doetrine be brought
home to the millions of Protestants of
this continent? By what means can the
Catholic prees do the greatest amount of
good? In what way can the laity best
co.operate with the clergy In promoting
Cathollc interesta? All these are ques-
tions of great lmportance to Catholics,
and well worthy of most careful conslder-
ation by the Conference, It has been
resolved by the promoters of the enter.
prise not to take Into consideration the
subject of the Cathollc press, and the
Catholic Review bas recommended that
the press should ignore the Conference ;

THE

but it {s not likely that the press will act
vindictively, The Cathollc press will be

which the power of dissllowance eould be | glad to cooperats with any good work

which the C)oference may recommend,
provided it propose anything practical,
snd do not confine iteelf to mere wordy
resolutions. The distinguished gentlemen
whose names are on the commfittee of
mansgement afford hope that the best
potsible results will flow from the deliber
atlons, acd the undertaking has our best
wishes that it may be a decided success.

THE SEPARATE SCHOOL
QUESTION.
The question of the right of Catholics
in Manitoba to retain their separate
schools is one which does not affect that
Province alone, With it is bound up
the right of two other minorities in the
two other Provinces in which separate
schools exist, the Oatholic minority in
Oatario and the Protestaut minority in
Quebec,
It is the practice with those who are
agitating for the setilement of this
question in Manitoba on the lines of the
new policy announced first by M
Martin, to treat this as if it were a ques-
tion by which Catholics only are injuri
ously aftected. Thus treated, of course,
all the fanatical proclivites of a large
section in every Province are aroused,
and it is impossible to get them to listen
toreuson, “The Catholics want to retain
their separate schcols,” they say, “but
we will not let them do eo0.”
Let us consider the matter calmly and
not as a question to be dealt with merely
for the purpose of giving annoyance to
one side or the other. Is it a
matter either of expediency, or of right,
that the minorities should be per.
mitted to have separate schools?
Let us look at the matter, first, as a
question of expediency, Even if a
majority have the absolute right of forc.
ing their will upon the minority, it is
not always expedient tney should do ¢o;
and we maintain that in the very mixed
community of Canada it is not expedieat
that wherever there is a msjority of a
certain denomination, that they ebould
force their views on the subject of relig-
ious education upon the minority.

It is well known that Catholics are very
firm in the conviction that religious
instruciion is of even greater impor-
tance than secular, We fully appreciate
the great utility of cecular instruction,
and we are apxious that ell the children
in the country should have every facility
to acquire it, but we say that at the
same time the great truths of religion
must not be relegated to a secondary
place. When the worders of creation
are explained to children, the existence
ot a Oreator ought not to be ignored, and
our obligations to Him, As God is the
author of nature, the minds of children
should be raised to God while secular
kaowledge is being imparied; and we
maintain that it is not only a matter of
expediency, but also of duty to educate
children in this manner, Bui without
pressing, just now, the question of right,
wo ask, is it proper taat an obstacle
should be thrown in the way either cf
Catholics, or of Protestants, who fe¢l
similarly on this subject, so that they
s2ould be prevented from having im-
pirted to their children that efficiert
rcligious instruction which they believe
to be go important ?

But we hear it said frequently, ‘h1e.
ligious instruction is indeed important,
but it is the business of the parents to
impart this at home, or for clergymen to
do it in the Caurch.” Our answer to
this is : 1st, The teaching at home, or
in the Church, only, would have the
effect of making religious instruction
a merely secondary matter, It will,
therelore, be viewed by the
children as & subject of secondary im.
portance, It should be taught at home
truly, as far as parents are able to impart
it, and by the clergy in the Church, but
apt as we are to forget our duties to
God, religion should be taught as the
most important of our studies, and those
studies should be taken up with religion
in the foreground, If we learn, for ex.
ample, the laws of mechanics, or optics,
or the truths of astronomy, our mind
should be led to (God whenever these
studies afford & peculiar opportunity of
recalling Him to mind as their author,
Religion caunot be too strongly im-
pressed upon the mind of a youth, axd
however strongly it may be impressed,
he is not hkely to know more cf it than
he ought to know, nor is he likely either
to be too moral, even if the laws of
morality are impressed upon him when
ever an opportunity presents itself in
the school-room.
2ndly, Parents are very often and even
usually either so much occupied with
bueiness, or so careless, or 8o unic-
structed that it is imposeible for them
to give that attention to the religious
instruction of their children at home
which is desirable, and it is not only in-
expedient, but wrong, to prevent them
from employing, as their children’s
teacher, a person who is competent to
combine religious and secular instruc.
tion, By the law of nature, which is the
divine law of creation, the duty of in-
struction belongs primarily to the parent,
and the State has no right to do more in

the matter than to insist that proper

secular instruction be given to the chil-
dren 1n the school, The divine natursl
law is above the human law which con-
stitutes the State; and when the State
80 mansges matters as to impede the
religious training which parents desire
to give their children, it wrongfully puts
the parents from their place, and if,
while neglecting to make proper pro-
vision itself for the religious instruction
of the children, the Siate impedes
parents in the discharge of their duty
it inflicts violent and irreparable damage
on parental rights,

We maintain, therefore, that all par-
eats have the right to provide that the
religious and secular education of their
children should go togsther, Hence it
is expadient, and it is the right of Catho-
lic parents, to educate their children as
Catholics in Catholic schools, To Pro-
testants we willingly concede the samo
rights.

The Catholics of Menitoba and Ontario
do not ask the State to furnish relig-

ious education, but they ask that
they shall be permitted to fur.
nish it at their own expense, and

that while doing so, provided they do
not neglect giving a proper sccular edu-
cation to their children, the State should
not deprive Catholic echools of a share
in whatever State aid may be given to
any other schools in the Provinces,
whether they be godlees or not, If this
be not done, a penality is practioally in.
flicted upon Catholics who do their full
duty to their children, We say, then,
that it is neither just nor expedient to
refuse to Catholic schools, properly con.
ducted, a share in whatever aid is ex-
tended by the State for school purpozes,
otherwise Catholics would be compelled
to pay out of their own pockets for the
instruction of their own children, while
they would be taxed aleo to instruct the
children oi their Protestent neighbors,

To this state of eftsirs Catholics ere
subjected in most of the United States,
but it is a glaring iojustice, It is and it
would be poor cocpsolation to those
Catholics who form the wminority in
Oatario and Manitoba to see the Protest-
antz of Quebec subjccted to the same
ill-treatment, The three minorities
should be protecied in their parental
rights, and it i3 the duty of the Domin.
ion Parliament to protect them—Catho.
lic and Protestant like,

The Potestant clergy themselves ad
voeate In Oatarlo the Introduction of
religlous teaching In the schools, so that
Catholles are not alone In clalming the
right of having religious schools, Many
Protestants, however, are satlsfied with
the reading of the Bible and a prayer be
fore and after Instruction. Catholice look
upon this as a totally inadequate religi-
ous teaching, and we claim that thcse Pro-
testants have no right to force their views
upon us in this matter, Protestants are
eatlefied with this scanty religlous teach.
ing becauss they cannot fiad common
grourd beyord this, but Catholics know
what thelr children should be tanght.
We clalm, therefore, that if the Manito.
bans do violece to the rights of the
minority, the Dominlon Parliament
shou!d preserve the “Freedom of Rell.
glous Edacatlon” by protecting the
Oatholle minority of that Province,

The Mall has before now maintained
that as we have advocated the autonomy
of Quecbec with regard to the Jusuits’
Estates Act, we should also maintaln the
right of Manitoba to leglslate anay Cath-
olic schoole,

There is no parallel whatsoever between
the two cases, By the Jesults' Estates Act
there ls no fnjustice perpetrated on any
one, It ought to have been an act of
restitutlon s'mply: but by glving for
Protestant education a sum proportioned
to the Protestant population of the Pro-
vince, it became an appropriation for
educationsl purposes merely, on the same
basis on which all educational grants are
divided, and distributive justice was ob
served towards the mlnority ; bat in the
threatened legislatlon for Manitoba, as
we have shown, actual {xjustice would be
perpetrated sgalnst a large section of the
people. This is suffislent reason why
such leglalation should be dleallowed,

Tae Oblate Aanusl Council aesembled
last week at O:tawa have appolnted Rav.
Father Mc(iucken, Rector of tha Cathollc
Ualverrity of Ottawa, Father McGuckin
is now Vicar- Gisneral in British Columbla
and Precident of the Catholic Collegé of
New  Westminster, He has for over
twenty years labored on the Pacific cosat,
where he {s well-known and much respect.
ed, Hels an Irishman, in the prime of
life and possessed of every qualification
for the rectorshlp of the University,
Archbishop Dabamel last winter obtalned
from the Pope recogultion of the Univer.
elty of Ottawa for the Eaglish-speaking
Catholics of the Dominion,

—

The Osservatore Romano, the Holy
Father's cflicial organ, states that the
numerous reports promulgated by Italian
acd foreign Liberal journals concerning
the Pope’s intention to leave Rome are
totally unfounded, Reports have also

been published concerning interviews
be tween the Holy Father and certain
diplemats, These ere purely the inven-
tions of those journals, as the interviews

have had no existence,

THE CONDITION OF QUEBEC.

The Toronto Mail bas a leading article
on this subject which is fully in keeping
with its insane policy of belittling the
neighboring province and of keeping up
the excitement acd animosity it has en.
gendered in the breasts of its fanatical
supporters againet everything and every
body with the name of Catholic. It de.
clares that the net sum of Quebec’s in.
debtedness is $13,000,000, and that tke
main cause of such chronic bankruptey
ia the poverty of the people, which “com.
pels the Provincial Government to under-
take a variety of services which in
Ontario belong to the municipalities.”
Qompared with Queensland, Viotoria,
and other provinoes of Australis, 13 000.
000 is not such an encrmous debt as to
plunge the whole province into utter
bankruptecy. The DPominion Govern.
ment of Canada is indebted to the tune of
$250 000,000 and yet we are not in a state
of despendency nor are we going to put
on sack cloth and ashes and bewail our
national misfortune as beggars and bank.
rupts, Ifthe Dominion is able to carry a
debt of §250,000,000, with its nigh five
million inhabitante, surely the Provincs
of Quebec, with its nigh two millions,
can bear up under $13,000 000,
While showing the superior system of
Ontario the Mail explains the whole case
of Quebec's indebtedness, Itsaysthata
variety of services which in Quebec are
met by the Provincial Government are
shouldered here by the municipalities,
But the money comes out of the pockets
of the people all the same. Whether
the counties or the Government under.
teke to keep up the guols or the
ronds or the drainage system or
the oharitable institutions, it is
from the indusiry and the revenues
of the people the money always comes,
What terribly annoys the Mail is the
fact that in Quebec Province all the
charities are in the hands of ecclesias-
tica. Quoth the Mail :

“Over one hundred instituticns of
various kinds receive eubventions every
year under the guise of aid to public

charities, etc, and nearly all these are
controlled by religious orders,”

What in the eyes of the Mail is a
source of weakness and corruption,
viewed by the light cf experience proves
to be, on the contrary, a principle of
emolument to the country and a safe-
guard to the proper and faithful distrib.
ution of the people’s money, The relig-
ious orders, whose members have made
vows of poverty and who want for noth.
ing and chsrge nothing for their
services, are the very porsons whose
cffice and whose calling fit them, as
dispensers of  charity, for the
work of discerning among the lees
fortunate classes who are desrerving
objects of coneideration and who are not
They alone give freely and with a bless.
ing and from the abundance cof the
heert, What alms they do bestow and
what gervices they do render are grate.
fully received, while, on account of the
contact and intercourse o! the poor with
those religious, a great moral work is
accomplished and spiritual as well as
corporsl relief is afforded,

It is strange, though frequently it
happens, that people contradict them.
selves without knowing it ; and that in
the very hour and on the very page that
one thing is asserted its very opposite
will be unblushingly maintained, In
the very next column of the M.il in
which charity passicg through the hands
of religious is reproved, charity by the
hands of laymen, or, what it calls “mis.
guided philanthropy,” is also reproved.
‘“Careless, indiecriminate  charity,”
writes the Mail, “is an evil much greater
than most people think, It is,in fact,
a propsgator of poverty, and it nourishes
that which it ought to destroy.” We
have as manv “paupers as we will pay
for and the truth of the statement acarce-
ly needs demonstration.”

That such indiseriminate philauthropy
exists in all Protestant states, and rather
increages than dimiunishes poverty, 'is
patent to any observer who will take the
trouble of studying the ways and means
which they invariably adopt in their
mothods of eftording reliet to the poor.
In England and Irelund, where the poor
law system prevails, & great portion of
tie monies extorted by law as poor rates
is equandered on big-salaried cfficials,
while the poor are treated as convicts,
half-starved and degraded, as though
they were criminals, And it is a fact
that while the deserving poor remain
outside the work house and manage, as
best they can, to keep body and soul to.
gether, only the idlers and the loafers or
the dissolute are clothed and fed by the
State. Red tape and charity cannot
get along very well together. Charity,
epringing from the pure love of God,
must be necessarily aliied to religion,
and no other charity can exist. To tax
& Government with pusillanimity and
mismanagement because of its wisdom
in the proper distribution of it charities
through the agency of religious orders is
the acme of folly and insolence on the
part of any journalist, When it fs

remembered, however, that the writers
in the Mail are self-contessed infidels,

and do not believe in prayer, wonder’

ceases, Nor should we marvel at the

1
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"’They have frequently shown their readi.
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blind inconsistency which first condemns
the prudent distribution of the public
funds by religious orders and then con.
demne tae alternative, for, in another
column, the Mail says :

“Any S:ate which choss to mska a peri-
odical aud careless distribution of public

fands by way of charlty would snon make
of ita citizenu & race of beggars.”

Aund this §s exactly what the Province
of Quebee does not do, That Catholic
Provicce, llke every other Catholis Siate,
endows religlous orders, and, through
them, reaches the deeerving poor. Pre-
vious to the Reformntion, in Englacd
there were no such estzblishments as work-
bouses. Nor were the people taxed to
their uttermost sbilling for the mainten-
ance of those degradivg Institutions in
which ealazied cflicials grow fat and ua-
fortunate psupers are etarved. The mon-
asterlea and conveats took care of the
poor. The Mail continues:

%A the pressnt moment Cardizal Tasch.
ereau is prestdent of o comm!ttee charged
with the dfatribution of an appropriation
of §50,000 amorg distreseed agricultural
districts, Tosum vp, the Oburch and her
ordere virtually direct the expenditure cn
educatiin, colovization and the mafuten.
ance of asylume, reformatories and char-

itles, a lazge portlon of which is consumed
by the orders thomselves, etc.”

The above admisslon epeaks volumes
for the unlimlited trust reposed in the hon-
eaty aud unselfichness of priests and bishops
by the people’s representatives in the
Province of Quebec. Ii must be at least
two hundred years and more eluce this
etate of thinge has existed, and the bishops
aud the religlous orders have nobly sc-]
qultted themaelves of tho grave reeponsibil.
Ity of handing such vast enms for the bene
fit of the poor and of the “distressed agri
cultura! districts,” Had suspicion ever
attached to the gestation of such char-
ities by the Church long since complaints
would bave been made, and iay men
would have been eelected for the distri-
bution of the public funds, But the
same confidence in the henesty aud un-
selfishness of the priests and Bishops
exists as firmly to day as it obtained in
the time of Bishops Laval aad Duplessie,
I'ce French-Canadians are not such dolts
as tue Muil supposes, Taey entrust
their moneysand caarities to those slone
in whom they have the most unbounded
confidence, Probably the pecple of
Ontario would go and do likewise if they
thought it safe or advisable to entrust
large amounts to the safe keeping
of bishops, parsons and principals of col
leges wbo would offer no objeciion to
beicg “subventioned” for such philan
thropic work.

Strange it seems and inexplicable, how
mon or wministers, who would not be
trusted with the handling of charitable
donations, are yet entrusted with the
“breaking of the bread of life” and with
the guidance and care of immortal souls*

THE MAIL'S ABSURDITIES.,

From time to time the Mail, inits zeal
for the preservation of the integrity of
Oanada, delivers a very serious lecture to
the French.Canadians, in which it at-
tempts to prove that they are ripe to be-
come snuexed to the United States. A
few days ago wa were treated to ono of
these es3ays, the whole evidence that this
i3 the case being that Mr. Bechard has
said that the Province of Quebec might
have recourse to this alternative if she
were overpowered in any struggle which
might beinaugurated by Oatario fanatics
to impose upon Quebec the intolerable
yoke of subjection to Oatario parsons
and Orangemen,

Thaere is little danger that such a crisis
should arise. It is true there is a great
deal of tall talk published in the columus
of that journal, over the signatures of par.
sons and other fanatics in which the
threats uttered against Quebec are un.
mistakable, but the people of that Pro-
vince are perfectly well aware that the
parsons have small influence over the
public opinion of Ontario ; and though
such firebrands as Bishop Sullivan, ex.
Bishop Carman, Drs. Wild, Hunter,
QOampbell and otbers, backed or rather
led on by the parlor soldier who edits
the Mail, are lcud in their threats of an
armed invasion of Lower Canada, which
is to result in turning the bighways of
that Province into rivers of French.
Canadian blood, such infamous language
is perfectly approciated by the people of
Quebec at its true value, as the raving of
maniacs,

The Orangemen, too, at the beck of
Miesars, Dalton McCarthy and John
Charlton, have not deaisted for a moment
from passing resolutions in their lodges
and on the platiorm, as terrible as the
exclamation ot the giant who was
remorselessly slain soon after by bean.
stock Jack :

‘'Fee, Faw, Fam :

I smeii the blood of a French man

Aund [ must have some.”

But the courage of the Orangemen is
also very generally estimated at its real
worth. Taey have exhibited it in Can-
ada in the past, and we have no doubt
they would do so again in the same
way at this date if they dared.

ness in the past in Toronto, Mornington,
Wallace, Mulmur, and in the counties of
York, Wellington, Victoria, ets., to in-
jure Catholic churches, to desecrate
cemeteries, . to . wreok houses of
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