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SINFUL AMUSEMENTS

I need not tell you, dear brethren,
that there is nothing more contrary te
the spirit of our holy religion than |
melancholy. The Chureh would not
have her echildren long-faced and
mopish, eshewing all pleasure as a thing W
ginful; nor would she have them un- |
happy by depriving them of what n‘
good and fnrhnldlu,; what is innocent,
but like a wise mother she permits, nay,
sanctions, harmless amusements know-
ing that this, far from being an impedi-
ment to us in our efforts after holiness,
is rather a help.
But, unfortunately
not innoeent. Th
An- -mful ~very sinfal and which,
{ aiding ns hy hagetting a holy
gl.ulmaw, |II us with remorse & rob
the soul of the grace of God, which is
the principle of all our jn\. Such
pleasures as these the Chuareh forbids;
such as these she would have us avoid,
and she warns us that they come not
from God, but from our adversary the
devil, who is seeking our ruin. It is
with regret that we say it still with truth,
that of |
of amusement has taken more or less
hold upon numbers of our young ¥ ople,
and, now that we are at the be
of summer, it may not be amiss to say a
word or two about a certain sort of
“picaies.
Itis hard to conceive how a young
man or woman, Who wishes to be deemed
respectable, or even to preserve se -
respect, can attend any of those moon-
light gatherings known as picnics,
festivals, ete. Call them by what
name you pleases, as a whole they are
bad. The places where these meetings
are held, the persons whom you cannot

all pleasures are
e are some which

e years a very dangerous sort

imning

avoid coming in econtact with, make
them dangerous at least, and very fre-
quently a real oceasion ol sin. H
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name,
“moonlight rural gatherings” with
endangering their fair fame and in
ests, A pure woman will not mar
man who consorts with bad charaete
She will not trust herself to the tender
mercies of one who reaches home in the
early morning in a half or wholl
dranken state. She cannot
ward to a happy life with one of this
character, and she will not encourage
his attentions. Employers are not over-
anxious to have in their service those who
come to their oceupations with evident
marks of debauchery. They believe
that young men of this sort are
eflicient, and (hv vy believe so righ
Lln\ think th ese are not altogether
trustwi they are constantly
exposing !'llvr\o-\\-< to danger and
theft. It does not pay,
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angel and the human soul, is, that the
angel of his own nature exists as spirit,
while the human soul of its nature tends
to a connection with a human body.
The body is its comple nt, and though
for a time it be separated from it by
death, it is in, at the resurrection,
to be united with it.

The number of the angels has not
been made known to us, but from the

riotures learn that their number
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minations.
) appreciate
more fully and utilize more resolutely
our own inexhaustible resources in- | with the
stead of going forth, with drums beat-
0

litterateurs by whom we are only de- |

|
|
| spised and treated as pariahs?
| Ouar Church has ever been in the
| fullest sense of the word a loving mother
to civilization and belles-lettres. It is
the Church that saved for us the books
{of the Old and New Testament, by
which not only Dante, Calderon and
Racine were educated, but Milton and
Goethe as well, By creating the
Missal and Breviary she bas given to
the world a permanent treasury of prose
and poetry. It was the Church that
kept alive the languages and literature
of the|] Greeks and Romans after the

Greek and toman  world had |

gone to pieces, and assisted and direct-
ed the rebirth of the classical spirit,
which had never died out in her bosom.
Even [the national poetry and folklore
of the BEuropean races was saved only
through her missionaries and was most y
written down for the first time by them,

For the thoroughgoing Protestant,
light, eivilization and literature begin
in the sixteenth century—by the light
of the burning monasteries which had
been the planters of civilization on the
whole eontinent, by the flames of Wbrar
ies which represented the labor of een-
turies of book lovers, and by the des-
truction of millions of the rarest works
of art.  What eould be expected of such
a beginning ? National literature in
Protestant countries on the Continent
came to a standstill, while Catholic
Italy, France and especially Spain, un-
disturbed by religious agitation, quietly
pursued the course of their literary de-
velopment and saw their literature en-
riched with invaluable productions.
And what about the few Protestant
wthors of the same time and those of
the later centuries ?

The Protestant theologians never
succeeded in thoroughly converting the
wrtists and poets, who always harbored a
secret inclination to the old Church.
The old house was so much grander and
nobler much more beauntiful, artistic
and spacious. Shakespeare's poetry
was Catholie, Van den Vondel, the
founder of Duteh poetry, became a
Catholie, Schiller in his best years

looked into Catholie lands and
Catholic  history for the subject
of his dramatice art. Uhland,
t} t medieval chivalry
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The growth of evils has kept pace
gradual exclusion of the Church
from publie life, She alone has saved
the sublime ideas and ideals which, like
—— sunlit mountain peaks, rise above the

swamps and lowlands of the modern
L‘Duﬂn AHD THBAEEU HAB[TS world. No greater benefit can be be-

stowed on our national literature than
the fidelity of Catholie writers to keep
| tm mselves within the full glare of her

1al brightness.
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_
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