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any a cheque in full for the amount,
‘m‘-h- could, therefore, be no question of
passes or of any infringement of the law
roverning suchmatters, Morecover, the
Tyru"id“lll of the railway company iu-
formed a deputationfrom the StatelLegi
lature—sent by the Cotton Company
that he was prepared to state, on oath,
that the eheque in question had been
duly honored at the bank. Ile did not
say, nor did any one suspect antil long
afterwards, what arrangement had been
come to between him and John Ham
wond,

The Canadian Government, thanks to
cenator Bilodesu and others, were as
generous to the new railways as the)
‘l-:‘ul been to the Saskatchewan Land
and Improvement Company, s
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t , was conscious of a feeling strang

to envy for a frame of mind such as
as Alphonse Bilode

s of failure, and of advancing years,
had almost envied the calm faith and
juiet contentment of his old friend and
classmate, Monseigneur Demers, There
was something, then, which to such souls
15 these appealed more strongly, more
leeply, than political ambition. Strange!
wnd yet, as he again reflected, half-un-
willingly, not by any means an unenvi-
able disposition.

For a priest Pierre still hoped to be,
wnd the hope he felt was nearer to its
realization now than it had
when he first gave expression to it,
before the call of duty intervened, not
as he now saw, to turn him away from
the goal of his desires, but rather to
lead him to it by a higher and better
the way of God's choosing, not of
wn.
it came to pass that not long after

eturn to Canada, he stood in the

ar study  at Saint Joseph de
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you really wish to be a priest?”

seigneur was saying, as he had said
n.

s, Monseigneur,” returned Pierre,
nodestly, wholly unchanged as the elder
saw and thanked God for it, “if you

nk I am fit for it.”
mseigneur smiled kindly, “I think

1 have proved it,” he said, and Pierre
knew that his heart's dearest wish was
to be granted him,

e hopes, too, that before very long
ie shall be vieaire, under his old friend
Abbé Gagnon, of a new parish in the far
Northwest already known as “S.iot
loseph de Middlehampton,” seeing that

ere all whom he loves best, including
Dr, Terry, await his coming.
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‘* MISS MARY.”

UE STORY OF
ONPHAN GIRLS

HOW
KEP1

EIGHT LI
THE FAITH.

Hidden from the world in the seclu-
1 of the cloister are many beautiful
histories whose tender grace, like

he fragrance of the violet, filling the
orners of some wooded dell, steals in-
sibly upon the heart, speaking a
nt language in pleading undertone,
» subtle mearing no other flower
has known. Such alife history was that

{ Mary Allen, who for upwards of forty

years made her home with the Sisters

:\A‘:Ir.l"l“itl‘ﬂ. of Holy Cross, in that beau-

tiful old Convent, way down in the

Jower part of the city, from whose graci-

ous influence have gone forth many of
the noblest women of Louisiana.

¢ Mary Allen,or* Miss Mary,” asshe was

:‘\uu\vn to the whole Third District, had

been left with her little sister an orphan

one of those terrible yellow fever
Visitations which used to devastate New
Orleans before science discovered how
to control the disease so efficiently. 1t
was the epidemic of 1838, and among the
many little orphaned cnes was Mary

Allen, searcely two years old, who was

placed in the Poydras Asylum, then the

ouly orphan asylum for girls in New

(31'.‘-:um. Though established under

Protestant auspices, the household man-

agement of the asylum was at first placed

under the direction of the Sisters of

dras, who

institutl
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one day
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and her blind co
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who was

in NewOrleans then,and the streets were
pot lit. What a touching picture, that
of these two little Catholic girls, under-
taking such a journey, and all because of
their love for their holy faith.

Mother Desert cried as she heard the
story. The little blind girl was taken
to Dr. Stone, the most eminent author
ity of those days, but he declared that
she remain blind for life. Then
Mary Allen's devotion ine eased, She
would read to* Blind Mary,"” sing to her,
and cheer her, and all the

the new home

must

time winning

into which she

the love
had entered.

lucated ; |

The little orphans were all ¢ |
soveral became members of the order of
Marianites and rose to the position of
eminence in it. Mary Allen might have |
done the s:me, for she was considered
the brightest of the group, and developed
into a most cultured and lovable woman,
but she never entered the religious life ;
she declared always that she never in-
tended to leave the convent walls, but
also added that she was not going to
take the veil, either; and those who
knew her best knew, too, that it was her
devetion to this poor, blind girl that
kept her back., All her spare moments
she would spend with Mary Mitchell,
who soon became paralyzed as well as
blind, and who, for thirty-five years kept
her room in the ancient asylum of the
institution adjoining the great mother-
house of the Order of New Orleans.
Twice a week she was brought down to
the serviees in the chapel, viz., on Suu-
days and Thursdays, and also on holy
's of obligation, and during all these
rs it was Mary Allen who helpud to
carry her down. Such devotion, such
love, as bound these two orphan girls
from the early age of two and three
through all the chapging years i3 rare,
and it was often said amoug the Sisters
and pupils that long vears ago ™ Miss
Mary ' would have taken the veil if it
were not for the fact that she would
have to take the vow of obedience, * Go
here, go there,” at the voice of her suoer-
iors, and this would have separated her
from her * Blind Mary.” the friend and
confidence of her early childhood years.
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She

the chapel to sit beside the coflin of her
dearest friend, and there I saw her once
again, as she passed her fadcd bands

over her face and quietly sed it, and
said : * It is well ; soon I will join her
in the heart of Jesus,”

And she sat quietly praying while the
remains of her friend, so truly loved and
whose life had been a sacrifice for her,
because she was so poor, so humble and
so afllicted, were being taken to its
eternal reward.

For the first time Miss Mary's lif¢
history then became known. Hundred
of students who have known her during

all these years and noting the honor
and reverence paid to her in the con
wunity of Holy Cross, were under the
impression that she was a wealthy, b
eccentric lady, but chose to make het
id in a convent, and that a

institution would material

her bequ sts.

benefit by

While all knew her devotion to poor
Mitchell, that too, was set «
only as Miss Mary's peculiar

one of
ties.”

Few knew too, that she had been a
helpless orphan child; that together,
two little ones had sobbed themselves
to sleep when first bereft of parents and
thrown upon tLe charity of an asylum ;
that together they wept their childisl
woes, and together took a step which
few children would have done. Mis
Mary vever owned a cent in her life,
and the magnificent education she had
acquired was the offering that the N
ianites of Holy Cross make to every
poor orphan child who is taken under
their care.

Her story was told by Mother Desert
at the open grave, and ne as answel
to the query: “But Miss Mary was
rieh lady, was she not, and chose to 1«
side with the Sisters because she did
not have a religious voeation; yet she
w.s very near it?"

And Mother Desert replied: *‘Miss
Mary was a simple orphan gitl, just like
Mary Mitelbell, and she sacrificed even
this beautiful religious voeation so that
shie might always be near her
afllicted friend to comfort her and t
care for her. The Biblesays: ‘Greater
love than this hath no maun, that he lay
down his life for his friend.” ”

Miss Mary's life was given for her
blind and helpless friend.”"—By Maric
Louise Points, in New Orleans Morning
Star.
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[ hated to expel him for there wa

ood in tl ad, a1
ing to our hool in
ant home and connections,showed at least
an unusual leaning to the faith, He never
expressed any desire to be instructed or
baptized and after being in the church
once, at
home on similar occasions.

He had no small amount of twitting
and slurs to stand account of his
leaning to Catholies, but he paid no
attention until one occasion he
promptly knocked down his tormenter
and punished him severely. After that
he was respectfully lefs do as he
pleased.

His easy-going parents never bothered

some devotions, asked to go

on

on

to

about him, in fact they were glad he
per:evered at any school, for he had
lived on the streets until he took a
fancy to the Sisters' school

His name had been a terror to the

neighborhood for ag

and the trouble was, no threats nor pun-
ishment availed for any length of time,
He came t ir school until he was four-
teen and then he disappeared. Tinguired

rravating tri

for Jack at the Sister’'s request, but
learned that the Wests had moved away
and he was soon forgotten,

That was ten years ago, and many
changes had taken place.

One day 1 was seated in my study
when a card was brought to me. I read

the name “John B, West,” The name
had no meaning to me, nor did 1 recog-
nize in the handsome you man of
twenty-four or twenty-five any former
acquaintance.
He smiled as I gave him a seat and
asked him his business. “It is evid-
en', Father Alexander, that you don't
know me!” [ replied, “I don't
think 1 have ever seen you before.”
“Don't you remember a young scamp
named Jack West who forced himsell
into your Parish school and nearly
broke the geutle Sister's heart by his
pranks, about ten years ago?”

“Why yes I do," I said in amaze-
ment. “Surely you are not Jack.”
And I mentally admired tle well-

groomed intelligent-looking
tellow before me.
“I am Jack West, Father, and 1 have

young

OXYDONOR,

1 the fact of his com- | {

spite of his Protest- | ¢

been in a good many plac-s since I
saw you but I have never fergotten
the forbeara: ce you showed me or the
patient kindness of Sister A ~swhoheld
on to me in spite of my infernal wick-
edness.

I smiled, for the man

was in deep

earnost and he told the truth,
“Tell me something about yourself
Jack.”

“Well, Mather, [ have been in college
since and | graduated, and my father
set me up in business, He is dead now
poor man, [ never joined any chureh,
o1 1 held sacred the memories of
my youth in that old school-house of
yours. | always had thidden in my
breast the seed that wassowed therc, the
seed of faith lanted by the words of that
good nun. I only nceded some awak-
ening influence to bring it to life"”
He stopped and scemed embarrased.

“wWell, [ said.”

“Well, he

I have found that
influcnee in a good Catholic woman,
whom I want to make my wile, Know-
ing I was not of her faith she gives me
to understand that no matter how her
heart went, she would never give her
hand outside the Catholic Church, 1
tested her for I wanted to know if a

cchoed,
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ad been answered, and when I assured
her that 1 had baptized him and he
had made his First Holy Communion
she burst into tears. 1 was deeply °

affected, and thought how much young
girls could do if they were only faithful
to the teachings of the Church in the
matter of mixed marriages.
She belonged to a distant parish and
of course knew nothing of what happened
in mine,

It is needless to say that a short time
after Jack called and joyously told me
of his approaching marriage. I did not

1

see him often after his wedding, but it

was always a source of extreme satis |
faction for me to remember the little |
romanece of Jack West, |
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v letter from hi |
His wife it wa
sore with grief v baby |
gir], and he w L1 |
18 to the pr ng a dis
tant cousin of 1-Catholie,

to take the babe.
This young woman lived with hei

being reared in the faith in which it |,
was baptizc
Time pas
paid me a visit. Oae
three later, 1
something on his mind.
“Out with it Jack!” I said for I
my own surmises on the matter,
“Well, Father, you've always t cen my |
best friend and” |
“Aud what Jack?"”

“Well the baby is growing up nicely
and Emma is trying to teach it the
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verts they were.
“Whence came this [ said to
Jack one day when we talked it over.
“Father,” he said earnestly, “I think
t began in your Catholie school.,”

grace ?

/ *
And I think so, too.

How child’s plastic mind be
better directed to anoble andGod-fear-
ing life than by blending religion, day
by day with secular learning ?

can a

And what is to be expected of youth
who ncver hear religion not even the
| ten commandments explained as they
ro through the vears of their student
life ?
Verily a godless course of study, no
tter how elaborate or extended,
apt in its natural results to fill
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