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ren. His violin charmingly resoumnd-!

od with the sacred songs of Xmas-
tide. z

1 have often = wished you & happy
Xmas, privately and publicly. How
8lmlamw';);ot.m-_s«mehl.'six_mgotm:e
Nothing on earth could give
me greater pleasure. 1 wish this
day to be happy—nay, the happiest of
days to all my curates, t0 all inter-
ested in the education of my children;
o all responsible for the, pledges of
their mutual affection, to all - the
young and old, rich.and poor, to all
in health or sickmess, in_prosperity
or adversity, to everybody present in
thig immense gathering. My wish is
of the sincerest character. N_o\ihing
can compare in sincerity with the af-
fection of a parent. The noblest pa-
rent is the priest. This day may mot
be without & shadow of sadness: It
may not be whet it used to be in
soveral respects, and it will dot al-
ways be what it will prove just
pmow. This sadness should not be,
carrfed to excess. Rejoice in Know-
ing that this day is the birthday of
our Divide Lord. He should  .be
thanked for coming inta the world
to be our Redeemer and Saviour. He
should be adored, in as much as He
is the Incarnate Son of God. He
‘should be loved for having always
loved us and for the faot that He
alone remains unchanged in His beau-
iy and will never disappear. He
should be imitated im the virtues He
practised. He is the only way to
happiness amd heaven. His O =sslg.
should be implored. To mobody will
He refuse it.

ST. ANN'S PARISH. .

A most successful misslon lasting
Your weeks was closed om Christmas
eve at St. Ann’s Church. The preach-
ers were the Rev. Faithers Borjggmanmni,
Coghlan and Mulligan, Redemptorists
belonging to Saratoga. A large at-
tendance at both morning services
and at the eveming, sermons showed
‘the esteem in which the able mission-
-aries were held, and the eagerness of
“the different audiences to hear  the
word of God and to put it into
practice; this was shown by the
‘number of confessions heard durirg
the four weeks, about six thousand.
On Sunday afternoon Rev. Fathen
Borgmann blessed all the very young
«children with the ceremony peculiar
‘to the Redemptorists mission  ser-
vices, so that even they also received
-the benefits of the passing of Christ.
At three o’clock the young men as-
‘sembled for the final exercise, the
'boye of the Christian Brothers’ school
singing hymns i procession around
‘the Church, after which the Papal
‘benediction, followed by ' Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament was given
to the kneeling crowd. ' The Rev.
Fathers left for home on m&«iday. den
lighted with the success of ' their
woble efforts. . They ' will very ‘pro-
hably return befors the spring 4o
Aabor in other parishes of the city.

"l Rev. J. Trafner and Rev. ¥.
"| Iresne, Sault

I tion was accepted, and he was
|| placed by Canon Dauth, vice-rector of

fni;.x_cv. Jobhn A. Sullivan, Rev, F.
Decelles - and Rev. John Conway,
Hartford; Rev. Fred. Hoghen, Peoria;
Du-
Ste. Marie; Rev., J.
Campeau and Rev. T. Caisse, Bur-

{lingtory "Rev. J. Staley, Kingston;
‘| Rev: John Hogan and Rev. F. Lus-

sier, Springfield; Rev. J. Nelligan and
Rev. F. Renaud. Portland: Rev. J,
Routhier and* Rev. J. Gorman, Man-
chester; Rev. P. Fitzsimmons and
Rev., F. Plaisse, Providence. Minor
orders were conferred by Bishop Ra-
cicot om twenty-seven candidates.

—

MIDNIGHT MASS AT CHURCH OF
THE IMMACULATE CONCEP-

TION,
At the Immaculate Conception
Church, midnight Mass was cele-

brated by the Rev. Father Filia-
treault, assisted by Fathers Desjar-
dins and Brogan as deacon and sub-
deacon respectively. T&e sight pre-
sented by thé rumerous communi-
cants was impressive in the extreme.
and the church, ornamented as it
was with all that was most beauti-
ful, presented a scene not easily for-
gobter. The choir, under the lead-
ership of Mr. Joseph Saucier, and
Mr. Jos. Hebert at the organ, ren-
dered a choice programme of music
suitable to the occasion. In the eve-
ning at 7 g solemn Vespers broughf
to a close a day’s proceedings as
grand as they are memorable.

IMPRESSIVE SERVICE
ZARETH CHAPEL,

Of all the midnight services in the
city churches, that which took place
at Nazareth Chapel was exceptionally
impressive. Inmumerable lights amnd
flowers ,constituted the decoratioms,
all being so artistically arranged as
to give nothing but the most pleas-
ing oimpression. The singing by the
blind choir, which was a special fea-
ture, was, as usual, of a very high
order.  This choir is perfectly bal-
anced, maling it a difficult task to
specialize; but the programme which
had been prepared was done full
justice to, and many comments as to
its excellence were heard. A large
congregation assisted, and it  was
plainly visiMle that a deep piety per-
vaded this little sarictuary, brathing
as it always does a spirit of devation
only to be felt where one feels in
close communion with God.

RIS

CHRISTMAS DINNER AT NOTRE
DAME HOSPITAL.

The annual dinner givem to the sick
of Notre Dame Hospital tools place
yesterday . His Grace Archtishop
Bruchesi presided. The governors of
the institution were present, as were
also a large number of lady patron-
esses. The wards were tastefully de-
corated and the dining halls made a
very pretty picture in their holiday
attire. There was plenfy of good
cheer, and the patients had a very

pleasant time,
B e ——————

AT NA-

NEW R. C. SCHOOL COMMISSION-
ER.

At the meeting of the Catholic
School Commissioners, held on Tues-
day  evening there was pre-
sented the resignation of Abbe Per-
rfer from the position of commission
er, owing To his appointment as in-
‘spector-general of schools under the
authority of the Board. His resigna~
re-

Laval University.
e
[ DEATH OF AN OLD SUBSCRIBER.

15 there passed

and their Iuﬂullnecnoﬂ, You all
kmow the histary of their calling. In
Uie law of grace, ‘the Aposties were
exprossly. called to the service of God
by their Divine Master. It came to
i {Pass in those days that He went

Last Sunday witnessed an 4mpos- | out into a moumtain to pray, and Ha
ing ceremony in St. Patriok' Oburgh, |1+ .»c Whole night in prayer to
viz., the celebration of ithe first Mass | God. And whdn day was come, He

" |of one of the newly ondained: priests,
* | Rev.Father Eliott,

At vem o'clock
the young priest came to the altar
assisted by the Rev. Father Cullinad
of 8t. Mary’s as deacon, Rev. Father
Christopher, O.F\M., as sulsdeacon,
and Rev. Father Perrin as assistant
priest, The sermon of the occasgion,
which was preached by the Rev.
Father McCrory, of Cote St. Paul,
wasg as follows ;

“Thou art a priest forever.’ (109
Ps., 4.)
Brethren :

We arq present this morning at a
blge.utiful and touching ceremony, A
young man, the sacerdotal unction of
his ordination still upon “his hends,
is in the midst of us, offering up for
the first time gifts and sacrifices for

sins. - In the midst of the people who
have seen him grow in wisdom and
In grace, surrounded by friends, be-
fore the eyes of his father and mo-

ther and those who have waited with
fond expectation for this great day,
he comes, another Christ, to perform
for the first time the dreadful func-
tions of the holy priesthood of Jesus
Christ,

It scams to me, brethren, that the
only object of our thoughts and me-
ditations to-day should be the digni-
ty of the priesthood, and in order
that yow may understand more fully
the wornderful dignity and power of
the priesthood, conmsider, first, that
God anointed His = Christ a priost,
and, secondly, that  Christ communi-
cated His priesthood with all its pre-
rogatives to the priests of the New
Testament.

I. The greatest of all dignities is
the dignity of the priesthood. If
there was a greatqr dignity than that
of the priesthood, the Eternal Father
would have conferred it upon His only
Son. The priesthood had its source
in heaven. TLong before the birth of
Christ, the prophet David sang  the
praises of the Priest who was to
come. He described the mysterious
act wherby God made thé first
Priest. No more noble conversation
is recounted in the pages of Holy
Writ. The Eternal Son thus ad-
dressed the Bternal Father: ‘‘Saeri-
fice and oblation Thou didst not de
sire; burnt offering and sin offering
Thou didst not require; then said I:
Behold I come. Tn the head of the |
book it s written of me that 7|
should do Thy will, O mv God. A
body thou hast fitted to me,

Brethren, behold the secomd divine
person of the ever adorable Trinity
abasing Himself before His Father
and taking the heroie resolution  of

called unto Him His disciples, ard
He chose twelve of them (whom also
He named Apostles,) Tn His last
discourse He solemnly reminds them
of their special etection, of their
mission, ‘and of the fruits which they

were expected to bring forth. ‘‘Ye
have not chosen Me, but I have
chosen you, and have appointed

you, that ye should go and should
bring forth  fruit, and your  fruit
should remain.”

He gave to them His own mission,
and His holy spirit. ‘‘As the Father
hath sent me so 1 also send you. Re-
ceive ye the Holy Ghost, whose sins
you shall forgive they are forgiven
them, whose sins you shall retain
they are retained. ‘All power is giv-
¢n tol me in hieaven) and in earth. Going
therefore, teach ye all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost, teaching them to observe all
tihings whatsoever I have commanded
you. And behold, T am with you
all days, even to comsummation of
the world.” The Father, says S¢.
John Chrysostom, gave all power to
the Son; and I see that all powe- is
given by the Son to His priests. St.
Bernard exclaims: ‘“‘How great is the
dignity, how great
tive of your order,

is the preroga-
God has pre-
ferred you to kings amd emperors, He
has preferred you to the angels and
archangels, to thq thrones and domi-
nations. He committed the consecra-
tion of His body and blood not to
the angels but to men, to priests
alone.”” Is it any wonder, thesefcre,
that many doctors and saints of the
Church, notwithstanding their extra-
ordirfary abilities, and thzir love,
peedilection for am gvangelical life
and apostolic labors, hesitated 1o en-
ter the ranks of the priesth ot from
a profound sense of the holiness it
requirél and the duties it imy osed
We read of a St. Ambrose flzeing and
hiding himself. We see a St. 8-
tine avoiding ep:scopal cities, lest he
chould fall under the eye of a bishop
who might be deslrous of promoting
him to sacred orders. And the hum-
ible St. Francis of Assissi, penetrated
with the spirit of reverence for the
sacerdotal character, would not as-
pire to the priesthood, but lived
content withdeacon’s orders. We read
in the Apocalypse that St. John saw
an angel, and the angel appeared so
glorious that St. Johm fell down be-
fore his feet, to honor him. But the
angel seeing a priest at his feet said:
““‘See thou do it not. I am thy fel-
low servant.”” 1f such were thq sen-
timents  of the saints and amgels,
how great should Le our esteem for

offering Himself a victim for the re-
demptiom of man. He asks a bmh-,i
that is, He wishes to become incar-|
nate, so as to be able to suffer mml;
to die, aye, even unto the death
the Cross.

of |
Oh, Father, He seemns to
say, I, God as I am, will empty my-
=elf, to use the inspired expression of
St. Paul, I will be a saviour to fal-
len humanity, I will purify it, T will |

Heaven, after having made. it worthy
to ‘enter in, Did the Etermal Father
accept this offering of an  Fterdal
Victim ?  Yes, my brethren, and He
was well pleased, and to show His
good pleasure He conférred upon His
Son a gift without repentance, and
to show the dignity of that gift he
swore, and that first oath proceeding
from the mouth of ‘God confirmed
Christ and, His priests forever m the
God-given digmity of the priesthood.
“Thou art my Son, to-day have I
Legotten Thee. Thou art a priest
forever according to the order ' of
Melchisedech.” The Loord hath sworn
and He will not repent: Thou art a
Priest forever according to the order
of Melchisedech."”

Christ, my hrethren, was therefore
to be a priest. He offered Himself up

regenerate it, I will lead it back %o|

those whom God has chosen to be
His Ministers. Homnor is he worthy
of whom ihe king hath a mim@ to
honor. Your first duty, breth-
ren, is to honor the priests. Your
second duty as Catholics is to make

my

use of the ministry of the priests. St.
Paul tells us : “‘For every high priest
talem from amcifg men is ordained
for men in the things that appertain
to God.”” The priest is for men, for
the poor as for the rich, for the ig-
norant as for the learned. He alone
has power over the mystical body of
Christ which is the Church. He alona
has power over the real
body of Christ. He alone . ut-
ters the awful words of consecration
“This is my body. This is the chalice
of My blood of the new and eternal
testament, ‘the mystery of faith
which shall be shed for many unto
the remission of sins.”” Oh, my bre-
thren, the priest is not a man; the
priest is not an angel. He is more
than a mamn, he is more than an an-
gel. He is Christ Himself.” He not
only represents Christ, but he per-
sonates Him and becomes identified
with Him  in his ministerial func-
tions, as far as two personalities can
be comsidered identical, There exists
potween Jesus Christ and His priests
hood not only & succossion and  ¢én-
tinuity, but an identfty of mwinistry
‘I baptizé thee,” he says, and the
soul is. freed . from the fetters of
I absolyé thee, he says
the penitent ov earth, and Christ,

< Friend of Christ, ambassador of
Christ, proceed now with the Holy
Sacrifice, and when you shall pause
at the commemoration for the living
pray as omly a priest can pray, for
your father, for your mother, ' for
your brothers and sisters. They have
waited long for this day, and God
has blessed their holy wish. Pray for
your reverend pastor, who has help-
ed you by his kind fatherly counsels,
and by his holy example. May we
all, priests and people, be remember-
ed in this, your first Mass, for the
first fruits are in a spegial matmer
to the Lord. We will pray for you,
that God may spare you, that He
may give you many vears of life and
usefulness in His vineyard. Amen,

After Mass, the newly ordained
priest gave his blessing to all those
who presented themselves to receive
it.

e —

WICKED ABOMINATION S

Among the many startling discover-
ies made by good practical Catholics
during the past few years may be re-
corded thwt of Catholic young men
and women who find it impossiblg to
get ' themselves properly mated. They
must seek | their ‘‘affinity,” so it
would appear, among - non-Catholic
professional aristocrats amd amateur
clerks—that is, the Catholic young
womaat must so seek, while the Ca~
tholic young man, an honest fellow,
may go ‘“‘whistle the popular airs’
or play solitaire. The Catholic
young woman who comes in contact
with non-Catholic men of amy social
worth and business infiuence soon be-
gins to feel that she is ‘‘educated.”
She dresses so as to affect a
impression.

fine
She speaks slowly, pro-
nounces her words carefully, and gives
every possible attention to the comn-
struction of her sentences. She is
refined and possessing a few of the
popular accomplishments she will not
allow herself to be condemned to a
social purgatory. She gets acquaint-
ed and forces her social tastes upon
her friends.

She secks invitations and accepts
them, goes to public places of amuse-
ments—such as dance halls—and na-
turally mingles promiscuously with
the worst classes of society. She
attends the theatres and enjoys the
“‘burlesque performances’’ which are
usually the vehicles used to advertiza
the low antics of immoral women
whose flash lithographs and posters
decorate the walls of our cities. She
criticizes her companions of quicter
habits and says that it is almost an
unpardonaple crime ror a girl not to
attend these places, where, accordirlg
to her, a vast amount of experimen-
tal knowledge can be gathered.

She knows, all the while, that the
Church has warned her against thesa
public places of amusement amd the
semi-decent  represeitations, btut in
spite of the solemn warring, presum-
ing to' be a more competent judge of
morality thamn the pastors of the
Church, she continues to indulge in
thése forbidden
the least scruple, alleging, of course,
that they are kept up and encourag-
ed by the more fashionable folk who
enjoy them, s

How, then, can she drgam of mar-
rying the Catholic young man who
seelw his pleasure in the athletic
sports—riding, swimming, rowing,
lacrosse, hotkey and football—who
smokes his pipe and whose only even-
ing novel is his newspaper ? She will
have society, and must marry a man
whose social position will entitle her
to some distinctiom.

Experience teaches that it is gene-
rally on the occasions of these social
outings that intimacies are formed
whizh so often result in marriage
that are ‘an ahomination—marriages
in which there can be no perfect union
of hearts, no satisfactory or com-
plate sympathy, and conseguently not
that peace and contemtment which
such unions ought to bring.

Protestants are good fellows, and
we know many excellent, upright, men,
amongst them—men who are unpre-
judiced and honorable in their deal-
ings with Catholics and who meke

amusements without

the kindest of  husbands and best of
fatthers, but. Hotwithstanding all thel
the Church forbide marriagé with
them on account of the denger to the

| fafth of the Catholic partys In mix-

ed marriages deep religion and true
plety are impossible, while the child-
ren of theso religiously  divided fami-
lies, almost inevitably grow up im
difference, and sooner or later fall
away from the faith altogether.

The number of Catholics bound ab
this writing in mixed merriages and
who live in bitter conflict for the ex-
ercise of thelr rellgion, and for thamg
of their children, could they with all
the facts be knowx, would assuredly
deter any thoughtful Catholic from
contracting a mixed marriage. It has
Lecome painfully evident to them but
too late that the promises made dur-
ing courtship have been vain, fom
what appeared a happiness became a
misfortune. Hence the abomination.

Catholic young women should in
their contact with the world make
themselves companions, not by pecu~
liar dress, not by singular actions,
or words, but by their virtuous con-
duct. They should never allow them-
selves to become giggling nonentities,
or a mixture of artificialities. They
should not despise the Catholic
young man who smokes his pipe,
reads his newspaper and stays at
home in the ovenings, for there are
worse things than these in the scale
of evils. They should rememitier that
sincerity, love, piety and earnestnessg
are the best foundations of a worthy
wifchood.

M. L. 8,
D —

REQUIEM SERVICE,
—

A requiem service will be chanted
in St, James Cathedral on Friday,
January 5th, at 7 a.m., for the re-
pose of the souls of the late Mr. and
Mrs. John Kame. May their souls

rest in peace.
RAILWAY

GRAND TRUNK %4
NEW YEAR'S HOLIDAYS,

Quebec........$ 4.60 Toronto......... $10.00
8herbrooke .. 3.35 Hamliton 10.66

ttawa ........ 3.60 London.. « 12,86
Detroit.. . 16.00 PortHuron...... 14,856

And all other voints in Canada, also Massens
'\, Island

Springs, N.Y,, Rouses Pt., N.Y

ond, Vt , and intermediate stations

and return at
SINCLE &% FARE

CLASS

Going Dee. 30,81, 1905, and Jan. 1, 1906.
Return Limit, Jan. 2, 1906,

First-Class Fare and One-Third

Going Dec. 29,30, 31,1905, and Jan. 1, 1906,
Return Limit, Jan. 3, 1906,

For tickets and full information apply to
CITY TICKET OFFICES |

137 §¢. James Street, Telephone Main
460 & 461, or Bonaventure Station,

CANADIAN,
PACIFIC

NEW

Deiroit., 15.00 Ste,Agathe

‘Toronto 1000 Hamiiton 10,65
Otinwa 250 rondom.. 12.95
Quebee 4.50 Peterboro 08
Sherbrooke. 3.35 Nt Johm, N, 14.560

And all points in Canada, Fort William
and East.

AT ONE WAY FIRST-CLASS FARE

(ood gotng Dec. 30th, 8lst, 1905 : Jan, 1st, 1906 :
good to return until Jan. 2nd, 1906,

One Way First-Class Fare and One-Third
Dec. 20, 80, 818t, 1905 ; and Jan, 1st, good to return
until Jan. 3rd, 1906,

8pecial fares to Points in Maritime Pro-
vinces.

——n
CHANCE IN TIME
MONTREAL, WINNIPEG and VANCOUVER
Commencing Baturday, December 30th, train
for Winnipeg and Vancouver will leave Windsor
Station at .40 a,m. Train at present leaving at

9.40 p.m. for Winnipeg and Vancouver will be
cancelled,

TICKET OFFIVE: 129 St, James Street
Next Post Office.
- R ]

NOTICE

IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Cure
and the Fabrique of the Parish of St.
Michael the Archangel, of Montreal,
will apply to the Legislature of the '
Province of Quebec at its next session
for, cortain dments to the school |
law of the Province of Quebec in the
interests of the cause of education in.
said parish. i 5
JOHN P. KIERNAN, Priest.
JOHN DILLON. £iia )
CORNELIUS McGEE.
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