102

Inery

uses, causalities, and effects are pnenmatic.®  I'h Clivist, in whom we

behold the highest and most absolute type of inspiration, says of Iis own

utterances : ““ It is the spirit that quickencth, the {flesh profiteth nothing

the words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life.,”” ¢

verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and Delieveth him that

seen with
my Father.””  ““The word that |

sent me, hath eternal life.”” 1 speak the things which T have
|

[mlw. the same shal .illkl';'l' him in the

“The word which ye lhear is not mine, but the Father's, who

last day.’
sent me.”’ ¢ Already ye are clean beeause of the word which Thave spoken
unto you.””  *‘ Lhave given them thy word. . . . Sanctify them in the
truth ; thy word is truth.””  From first to last Christ presents ITis words as
supernatural, celestial, pervaded with a Divine essence, alive with unereated
vitality, resonant with the secret intercommunications of an eternal father-
hood and sonship, needing the interpretation of the eternal Spirit, and pro-
ductive of the highest pneumatic development in all who receive them.
ITerein lies at once the ground and scope of their :|'1{'mri?_\ and infalli-
bility. Their inerrancy is rooted in, conditioned, and measured by their
Divine pneumatic source and quality.

The same is true of the claims advanced by the Apostles. In what is
lll|l|llt'\1inll;||r|_\ the most rnlnlll‘v]u-ll\i\n-. vivid, definite, anthoritative aflirma-
tion ever put forth respecting the apostolic proclamation of Divine truth
(1 Cor. ii. 1-16), Paul emphasizes over and cver the agency of the Divine
Pneuma, energizing and assimilating the human pnenma, making it the
organ of the highest, divinest pneumatic realities, realities which are set in
positive and emphatic antithesis to all that is sensnous, to all that is simply
secular, to all that may be discovered by the unspiritualized intelligence of
man at its highest and its hest, this pneumatic organ ascensively resolving
itself at the close into the very mina, the Nous of Christ.t

In like manner, when Christ and the Apostles refer to Seripture in gen-

eral, the emphasis is always laid on their pneumatic, Christologieal, soterio-
logical significance.  The Old Testament truth in our Lord’s discourses is
all of this character. The Seripture which cannot be broken is Seripture
as centring in Himself, in the facts of IHis person, life, and death. To
Peter the Old Testament is the Gospel as the Promise of Christ, and the
Sliiri( of |i|'n]»|l¢‘\'.\ is the preuma of the e rsonal Christ s[w:llxilvj in the
prophets.  When Paul deseribes the sacred writings on their theopnenstic
side, he emphasizes their power to make wise unto salvation ; and he co-
ordinates with their inspiration (theopneustia) their utility for teaching, for
I'«']»l‘n('(. for correction, for training in righteousness.

* I use the word parewmetic ag the more gtrict and definitc

English equivalent of the original
term descriptive of the fact and nd

ider consideration.  Our word ** spiritnal,™ being go largrely

used as the direet antithesis of *

t be taken as inclusive of a lower

range of intellectnal activities and gn

hie, rational, dialectic, which are ex

pressly contrasted with if not excluded from the distinetive range of the puerma.

+ The reader is urgently requested to

tudy this important and pregnant passage (1 Cor. ii) in
the nervoug, lofty, expresgive Greek of the original text, with the added kelp of the Revised Ver
slon,



