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WE ARE TO HAVE FREE RURAL MAIL DELIVERY

WHEN The Canadian Dairyman and Farm­
ing World, last fall, sent its special rep­
resentative to the United States to look 

into the question of free rural mail delivery 
it little thought that in less than a year the 
Canadian Government, would introduce the sys­
tem in Canada. At that time Hon. Rodolph Le­
mieux, the Postmaster-general, informed our rep­
resentative that he was opposed to the introduction 
of free rural ..tail delivery into Canada. He prom­
ised, however, to read with interest the articles 
on free rural mail delivery that we told him were 
to be published in The Canadian Dairyman and 
Farming World and stated that he was prepared 
to adopt suggestions from them Whether it is the 
articles that we published in The Canadian Dairy­
man and Farming World or the approaching elec­
tions. or both, that have led Hon. Mr. Lemeiux 
to change his mind it is interesting to learn that 
thousands of Canadian farmers are shortly to 
enjoy the benefits of free rural delivery.

In an address delivered recently at Niagara 
Falls, Ont., Hon. Mr. Lemieux announced that 
the mail drivers, who now carry the mail from 
railway centers to the small country post offices, 
arc shortly to commence acting as rural mail 
carriers inasmuch as they will deliver mail to the 
farmers living along the roads t.iey travel. Farm­
ers living on side roads, not travelled by the mail 
carriers, will be allowed to place mail boxes at 
the junction of their side roads and the mail

roads. The mail carrier will then leave their mail 
in these boxes. This will save them the trouble 
of going longer distances to the post offices. The 
regulations under which this system is to be in­
troduced will be announced shortly.

HON. MR LEMEUX'S ADDRESS
In the course of hie remarks on this subject 

Hon. Mr. Lemieux, after explaining some of his 
former objections to the system said : “There is 
in store for Canada another great postal reform 
which is of part cular interest to the farming com­
munity. I refer to that system known as the free 
rural mail delivery.

“This system, which is only an expansion of 
the letter delivery from the cities to the rural sec­
tions of the country .has been in vogue for a long 
time in Great Britain, France and Germany. Now, 
lately, it was adopted by the United States. I have 
stated in the House of Commons that it was not 
possible for Canada at the present time to as­
sume a similar burden, and my statement was 
based on the well-known fact that, the conditions 
which woul$l warrant rural delivery were thick 
populations and large revenues. Svch is the case 
with Great Britain, with a population of forty-four 
millions and an area of 120,000 square miles, i.e., 
about the size of Ontario, with 1 x times the pop­
ulation of the whole Dominion.

“In the United States there Is an area no larger 
than that of Canada to be served, but there is a 
population of eighty-three millions as against six

here, and a postal revenue of one hundred and 
eighty-three millions against nine here.

"In other words with say an equal area, there 
is in the United States a population fourteen 
times as great as ours, and a revenue twenty 
times as great to bear the cost of the free rural 
mail delivery.

“Let it be remembered also that the United 
Sta.es only adopted the system wb n they had 
seventy million population and a postal revenue 
of over eighty millions.

A BI’LBNDII) HVBTKM
“Aa I have often stated in Parliament, it is a 

splendid 8} item, which I admire greatly, and 
which can 1 e introduced step by step in Canada. 
For some two or three years, acting under my in­
structions, the officers of the department have 
been studying the main features of rural free 
delivery as operated in the United States, with a 
view to, if possible, the introduction of a scheme 
in accordance with our revenue, population and 
physical conditions.

“Towards that end the Post Office Department 
has ex olved a scheme of rural free delivery and 
collection from the present system of stage routes, 
whereby the rural population of the country may 
be able to receive and post all ordinary mail mat­
ter at their doors, instead of having to drive from 
two to three miles to the nearest post office for 
that purpose.

“I have therefore determined with the consent 
of my colleagues, to equip all existing mail routes 
in Canada with rural delivery boxes, under rog-
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