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TOPICS OF AN OLD- 

TIMER
My .Hamilton Reminiscences Continued 

- Some Irish Lawyers—Cahill, the 
Martins, John Sheridan Hogan— 
3uchanan, Harris ft Co.. Great 
Wholesale Merchants Some More 
Irish Hotel-Keepers—John Bradley, 
"Billy Daley. "Aliek” Borland — 
Mrs. Wilson, afterwards Mrs. Beatty, 
a graceful hostess — “Old Pat" 
Harvey, the Waterloo soldier — 
* Make way for the Chequered 
Store. Consumption carried the 
Murphys off like the Smileys. 
Others for another issue.

1 have received word from an unex­
pected source that my review of the 
iate Mr Duiand s 'Reminiscence*" 
and my own recollections give plea­
sure to your readers, bet more es­
pecially those of Hamilton, some of 
whom have a knowledge of the people 
and circumstances that 1 -e< all I 
would have given more of these te- 
m«‘iubi antes in my last only that 1 
was afraid of monopolizing tio much 
of your valuable space. 1 have yet 
•o mention some persons that were 
of importance in old Hamilton days 
arid oi whom 1 have a vivid, an i >.n 
some instances a kindly thought. The 
lawyer that diew up iuy indeiituies 
as an appientice to John Kobeitson, 
the printer that printed Vicar-Gener­
al Macdonell’s paper "The Catholic” 
was an Irishman named Cahill—James 
t alilll I well It membe; hi ■. taoe III 
figure, but he was not reniai table 
for talent, nor was he in any parti­
cular way distinguished. He simply 
wt nt to swell the professional list of 
the pioneer Irish of the city at the 
head oi navigation; but I do not 
think he was affected by the beset­
ting Irish sin and kept a clear head. 
The most distinguished Irish lawyers 
in Hamilton, of whom I have any 
knowleilge, were the Martins, father 
and two sons. I am not sure that 
the father, Richard Martin, was a 
lawyer, he was an estated gentleman 
m Galway and belonged to a noted 
family, and why he came to Canada 
with them is what l do not know 
Two of the sons, Richard and John, 
.studied law with a Mr. Freeman, 1 
think Freeman was a leading Ham­
ilton lawyer and was a leader among 
thi Reformers. The Colonel was a 
genial old gentleman and vas very- 
popular, and it was Mr. Blocks that 
secured his appointment ar Vht-rifI id 
Haldimand, with the county seat at 
Cayuga How long he has been dead 
I cannot say, but it must be a good 
many years The son that was nam­
ed after himself died in Windsor. 
Ont , but a few months ago. having 
acquired a good old age The Mar­
tins are among the people that I 
call to recollection with pleasure, be­
cause there was a good deal of gen­
et osi tv and Irish feeling about them. 
They have not lived in Hamilton, 
ho*ever, for half a century.

John Sheridan Hogan, he who was 
murdered at the Don bridge in To­
ronto, was a resident of Hamilton in 
my early days there He went to 
Hamilton from Toronto when a boy. 
and was apprenticed to the printing 
trade, but whom to. I never learned. 
Hr next studied law, I think in the 
office of Sir Allan Napier McNab, 
hut he never reached any distinction 
as a lawyer He did acquire some 
fame as a writer and essayist, hav­
ing been a contributor to "Black­
wood's Edinburgh Magazine.” He 
did not affiliate with the men of his 
own blood and lineage, but rather 
scorned their association I knew 
him well There was a good deal 
of personal vanity in his make-up 
He was a fi-. figure of a man, tall, 
good-looking and well-featured But 
he wore his hair in curls like a 
woman, and that was no fashion for 
men then, either In the early fiW 
ties he entered the newspaper field 
in Toronto and started a weekly 
sheet named the “United Empire 
Loyalist.” which, like many Others, 
some of my own included, turned out 
a failure Think of a Tipperary boy- 
attempting to figure in such a role'

1 was associated with him later in 
the editorial department of Toronto k 
first daily papei, the “Colonist,” 
after Samuel Thompson became the 
proprietor of 'hat journal. He was 
first employed as parliamentary cor­
respondent and afterwards as editor­
ial writer. It was when employed 
on the “Colonist" that he was elect­
ed a member of the Canadian Parlia­
ment for the new County of Gray.
I do not think he displayed any 
special merit as a legislator. His 
sad end, however, was greatly re­
gretted He was not addicted to in­
temperate habits and was a very- 
companionable man Whenever he 
went sharply after any politician, as 
he did after Di Rolph. he "polished 
him off " That was his own pet 
phrase When he was the political 
editor of the Daily "Colonist" 
"Old-Timer" was the city editor of 
the same journal. 1 do not retnem- 
bei that l disagreeable word ever 
passed between Mr. Hogan and my­
self His office in Hamilton was in a 
small, two-story brick building, situ­
ated on the east side of Hughson 
street, between King and Main 
streets, but nearer Main street Hugh 
B Wilson, another lawyei and pro­
minent U. E Loyalist, had his office 
in the same house; so had Oeo. S 
Tiffajiy, the Reform leader. Paola 
Blown was the Ian if or and lived with 
his family in the basement. I do 
not think there is a vestige of that 
house left to-day

t ses
1 have by no means made mention 

ycl of all the Irish prominent in 
Hamilton in the early forties. There 
was the gu-at mercantile linn of 
Buchanan, Harris A: Co. Isaac 
Buchanan hi those days was known 
as the "Prince of Merchants." He 
had wholesale stores in Glasgow, 
Liverpool, New York, Montreal. To- 

. ronto and Hamilton, besides other 
i cities that I am not certain about.
' He was the Reform candihate in To- 
I ron to for the first united parlia­
ment of Canada in 1841, along with 
John Henry Dunn and was elected. 
He was of Highland Scotch extrac- 

. lion, with strong Irish sympathies 
j Mr. Harris, his chief Hamilton part- 
, ner, was of Irish birth, but not de- 
1 monstratively Irish He was at one 
! time president of the Great Western 
1 Railroad Co., and prominent in other 
enterprises, and probably was at one 
time president of the St. Patrick’s 

j Society. He was a good business 
! man and a good citizen of Hamil­

ton Alas, both are long since dead.
! The only Hamiltonian of the early 
days now alive that 1 often saw and 
well lemember, is Mr. Donald Mc­
Kay of Gordon A McKay, wholesale 
merchants, on Front street, Toronto.

; He must be now bearing his three 
j score years and thirty. He went to 

Hamilton from Montreal about 1S44.

I Irish to make further reference to 
the early hotel-keepers of Irish na- 

1 1 tonality, not yet mentioned in these 
papers. There was John Bradley, 
who kept the “British Coffee House." 
a substantial stone hostelrv ou the 

, east side of the Court House Sqttaie 
and close to the “Gazette” office. 
I ani not aware of the late Mr. Brad- 

! ley’s particular section of Ireland, 
but I do know he was a good-natured 
gentleman and a great practical jok­
er When I was an urchin he once 
challenged me to run a race with him 
on the sidewalk in front of his pre­
mises and allowed me to outstrip 
him. He used to delight in telling 
his guests how a Yankee once got 
the better ot his sagacity by selling 
him basswood hams amt wooden nut­
megs, and sometimes exhibited the 
goods. At another time when the 
lawyers of the Gore district were 
having a banquet at his hotel and 
the toast of the "Bar of Canada” 
was proposed. Mr. Bradley jumped up 
to respond and assured them That 
whenever they favored him with then- 
presence at his bar he would present 
them with the very best that Canada 
afforded

“Billy” Dalei I believe f have al­
ready referred to He kept what
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might be called “a road house” on 
a corner of King street west, oppos­
ite the residence of the late Hon. 
Samuel Mills i.ntl did a thriving coun­
try trade with farmers and others, it 
was one oi the old-Cashioned wooden 
country taverns, two stores in height 
with a large hallway in the centie 
of it, the house painted white, and 
green Venetian blinds to the win­
dows. He had "good accommodation 
for man and beast." a waim welcome 
and a pleasant way with him. He 
was a iierson of rotund build and was 
usually called ‘‘Billy.” Another 
man of a good deal the same l.ind 
of material was Alexander Borland, 
whose hostelry was a turn t a mile 
further west on the Dundas load. 
Borland seemed to understand his 
business and what he did not know 
about hotelkeepiug his w ile did Mrs. 
Borland was a sister of John Hand, 
the renowned Hamilton printer, re­
puted to he the fastest compositor in 
America, in those days, and one of 
the founders of "The Times” news- 
pa per The most populai place of en­
tertainment in the forties in Hamil­
ton was the house of Mis Wilson, af- 
terwards Mrs. Beatty, on tin* south­
east corner of John and Main ,treels. 
Mrs. Wilson was a wjdow and 'he 
mother of Thomas Wilson, aftci- 
waids partner of Sir Frank >inilh 
in London and Toronto, James Mil- 
son, another son, was a merchant in 
Hamilton at a later date Thomas 
Beatty, whom she married when the 
abandoned her widowhood, was a 
merchant in Dundas in partnership 
with a brother, but he took np I is 
residence in Hamilton after lifs mar­
riage with Mrs Wilson He .vas a 
portly man. a good fellow, a .dep-- 
ant companion, and a good Irish­
man Mrs Beatty was a lady of 
many graves, a lieauliful presence,awt 
a devoted Catholic It was a favor 
for hoarders to get a room in her 
house and many unmarried Catholic 
gentlemen were her guests.

themselves with liquot

How many Hamiltonians are there | 
now alive who remember HW Cat
Harvey, the Waterloo soldier, wlm j 
kept his tidy little drinking place 
next to Alexander Carpenter's tin 
and stove shop, and subsequently on 
McNab street near James Printers 
were among his customers and I re- 
memlter going once to the latter place 
with the Smiley hoys to hear Pat 
tell about his Waterloo experience. 
“Pat,” said one of the boxs. “4iow 
did you feel when going into battle?" 
“At first." said he, “I shivered all 
over, hut when we got into the 
“hate" of the thing it was like go­
ing to a wedding.”

» « •

In the forties theie was not a 
tradesman in Hamilton that had more 
respect or deserved it more than 
Samuel McCurdy, custom tailor. He 
made a large portion of the fashion­
able clothing of the gentlemen of 
Hamilton. He was a handsome man, 
he was an intelligent man and a 
good man, and had a good trade. 
He was a long time a resident of the 
town, and I remember how he once 
regaled me with a talc of his eat Im­
personal vicissitudes in establishing a 
foothold in that city. He told me 
how he assisted John Sheridan Ho­
gan to get apprenticed to a Hamilton 
printer, but who that printer was 
has escaped me. He lamented over 
the scandal many poor immigrant 
Irish Catholibs gave by debasing
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a time
when the stuff was so c! "ap and 
pfrnty. I was at his house at the 
tithe in 1847, when news came of the 
death of Bishop Power and Yieai- 
Grneral Macdonell in Toron lo, and 
both himsell and his good wife Were 
grt-atly affected by the sad intelli­
gence. The Vicar had been the parish 
pnest oi Hamilton for many years 
and was greatly beloved.

• • •

Ï lemember well when “Tim” Mur- 
phi and his brothers “Dan and 
-Mn came to Hamilton to establish 
a mercantile business. It was, pei- 
hapv in 1844. “Tim” came first.
I *a- looking out of a window in 
John Robertson’s printing office, 
siaitlieast corner of King and Hugh- 
sQe streets, when I noticed S. Oliver, 
the auctioneer, who occupied the 
ground f mr of this same corner as 
auction rooms, crossing King street, 
accompanied by a strange gentleman, 
who w >.s short of stature, wore a 
dress coat and swung his arms. That 
was my first view of “Tim” Mur­
phy, the gentleman who accompanied 
Mi Oliver. Mr. Murphy had a pi es­
sence that would attract any one’s 
attention. He was a pleasing man 
in appearance and indicated a laige 
amount of energy, pusli and “gel- 
then-. " Presently both gentlemen 
made their appearance in the print­
ing office and Mr. Oliver introduced 
Mi Murphy to Mr Robertson, the 
printer. Mr. M produced the copy 
of a “whole sheet” postei that he 
wanted printed It was headed :

“Make way for the chequer'd 
store! ",

It was a giocery business that Mi 
Mm pliy came to establish “The 
“poster" gave a list of prices for 
go<»ds that matte them far lielow the 
pi ices the.n prevailing generally in 
Hamilton. The “chequered store" 
was not yet painted, hut next day 
a man was at work on the joh It 
xxas Miller, who painted Hamilton 
signs in those days, and a good sign 
painter he was. The chequered store 
- x on the south side of King street 
atiniit midway between ' John a fid 
Hughson streets It xvas a three- 
story brick building, with an ample 
depth. Winer’s drug store xvas next 
to it, and John Young’s grocery store 
only two or three doors east of it 
When the front of the store was all 
painted in ctieckeis it looked well and 
it was a great success. All of “Vork 
Town" (locked to it, and many cleiks 
were employed It was always lull 
of customers. The three brothers 
were always busy There were soon 
inimitations of this chequered store. 
I found one in Aurora, Illinois, once. 
It belonged to a Mr. Hurd, a Ham­
ilton man. who had previously been 
associated with John Winer, the 
druggist. This Mr. Hurd was Irish 
too, as his name indicated. He 
thought it good business to immi- 
tate “Tim” Murphy, and put a 
chequered front on his Aurora drug 
store. The next move of the Mur­
phys was to open a bianch of their 
business in London, of which Mr. 
Daniel Murphy took charge, and it. 
too, was a success. But the career 
of this branch of the great Murphy 
elan was not a protracted one. That 
fell destroyer, consumption, came and 
cut them down ore by one. as it had 
done the Smiley family that had 
founded the Hamilton “Spectator 
Others of my old Hamilton worthies 
must remain unnoticed for another 
issue.

WILLIAM HALLEY

Hon. C. F. Mclsaac Honored

THREE POPES
Picturesque Description by Archbishop 

Keune -Three Popes Likened to 
Three Great Saints

During my life it has been my 
happy fortune to communicate iuti- 
nu tel y with three Popes; with Pius 
IX., Leo XIII. and Pius X., writes 
Archbishop Keane in The Apostolate. 
Two of them have left their names 
indelibly inscribed among the most 
notable men in history. The third 
bids fair to make a record in the an­
nals of the Church and of the world 
no less illustrious than theirs.

PIUS IX
The first of these evet-niemorable 

experiences took place in 187.1. I was 
then a young priest. With a sim­
plicity suitable to the occasion, it 
was not hi the hall of receptions that 
Pius IX saw me, but in as small 
and pit in a room as the study of a 
parish priest. We conversed for fully 
twenty minutes, with my hands rest­
ing on the arm of his chair His 
face was that of an aged St. Joseph, 
the sweetest and most venerable face 
I had ever seen. And yet, entering 
into the spirit of the occasion, he 
did not speak to me of old age, hut 
of youth; nor of the burdens and 
trials that weighed him down, but of 
the priestly career that lay before 
me. With a buoyancy and expansive- 
ness at which I wonder to this day, 
In- spoke to me of his own youth.

He was the Pope of my youth, and 
to my youth all ills words were ad­
dressed. He gave me the compass by 
which to guide the jour ne v of my life. 
How faithful I had been to its guid­
ance will he the test by which God 
will judge me when my work is over.

Just ten y eats later, in 1-881, took 
place my next fisit to Rome and my 
first interview with Leo XIII. But 
how different a Pope I found in Leo' 
Pius had reminded me of a gentle, 
aged St Joseph. Leo was like an 
eagle-eved St Paul, ready to cope 
with all the intellects and all the 
powers of the world. God had called 
him to steer the Bark of Peter 
through a period of speciallv difficult 
relations between the Church and tin- 
governments of Europe And it was 
easy to see Providence had fitted him 
for tin- mighty task by endowing him 
with a genius that was a match for 
Bismarck and Gladstone and Gam­
betta and Vrispi at their best And 
yet, with all that this implies, he 
was none I lie less the good and faith­
ful servant to whom Our Lord had 
en inis ted the care of all the lambs 
and all the sheep of His fold.

LEO XIII.
la-o was the Pope of my manhood. 

He meant work, work, work—assidu­
ous, u lining, resolute, intelligent en­
deavor to realize on earth the king­
dom of the Son of God. Contact 
with him was always like a bugle 
blast calling to loftier aims and 
stronger endeavors for good

lastly, our laird lias privileged me 
to confer intimately with Pius X. in 
studying his character, no one can 
fail to remark not only the resem­
blances, but also and especially the 
dissimilarities, between him and his 
two great predecessors. In him we 
see, as in Pius IX., much of the gen­
tle solicitude of St Joseph. In him 
we recognize, as in Leo XIII., much 
of the lofty zeal of St. Paul. But 
in him we are conscious, above all 
of the spirit of St. Peter, exer heed­
ful of these words of the Divine 
Master: “To thee 1 will give the
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven." 
Not for a moment surely did Pius 
IX. or Leo lose sight of that divine 
utterance and of the sublime com­
mission which it implies. But their 
providential circumstances compelled 
them to devote very much of their 
attention to the relations between 
the See of Peter and the civil pow­
ers of the world.

PIUS. X.
Pills had to stand to the last in sol­

emn protest against the spoliation of

the patrimony of Peter Leo hope* 
and strove, up to his latent breath, 
to prot uie the righting of the grei: 
wrong through the intervention of the 
Catholic powers of Europe. Pins X , 
without either sanctioning the wrong 
or withdrawing the protest against 
it. considers it beyond his loatrol, 
and leaves it utterly in the hands of 
1*1 evidence His thoughts, therefore, 
are far above what the powers of 
the earth have done or may do The 
(iod of the nations wiii see to that. 
His own solicitude is only foi those 
'Pirituai interests and ends which 
Christ our Lord had in view in es­
tablishing the kingdom of God on 
the earth.

This sublime aim he had expressed 
in that formula which is the motto of 
his pontificate—"Omnia instaurare in 
Christo.” This. too. he has icpeated- 
ly symbolized by h's action during 
the great solemnities in St Peter’», 
on which occasions, instead of wear­
ing the tripte-fruwned tiara, as his 
predecessors did, he lias worn simply 
the episcopal mitre, while the tiara 
was carried by lackeys in the pro­
cession that preceded him He has 
nevei forgotten his anguish over 
that intervention of Austria in the 
conclave, an event which, h-imanlv 
speaking, had much to do with bis 
election: and he seems to resent 
with a sort of indignation any even 
apparent intervention of the civil 
powers in the affairs o? the Church 
of Christ.

Fifty Years Wedded Life

An unusually large gathering of 
friends and relatives took place at 
Manotick on September 3, in honor 
of the golden jubilee of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Mooney. The religious part 
of the celebration was held in St. 
Bridget’s church, Manotick. where 
Rev. Father McCauley conferred up­
on the jubilarians the blessing of His 
Grace Archbishop Duhamel togeth­
er with his own. There was solemn 
mass, at which the ni exes and ne­
phews of Mr and Mrs. Mooner con­
tributed the music.

At their home, «he festivities were 
most joyous, partaken of by all the 
children of the old couple, namely, 
Rev. Sister Ste Claire, of the Sis­
ters of Mercy, New York City; Mrs. 
T D Byrnes, Mr. Archie J. Moon- 
ev, Bradford. Pa.; and Miss Aille 
Mooney. Manotick.

Other relatives present were Mrs. 
John Callanan. Ogdensburg. N.Y., 
and Mis J. f\ Driscoll (bridesmaid) 
Grafton N.L , sisters, and Mr John 
Whelan, Burritt's Rapids, Ont., bro­
ther of t!■•• hihk-,. Airs. Thomas 
Byrnes. Bradford. Pa., sister of the 
groom and onlv other survivor of his 
family-

Sincere regret was expressed that 
the groomsman, Mr. Wm McCarnev, 
is dead Manv reminisx’ences of for­
mer times, pleasant and otherwise, 
entertained the seniors, while the 
young people spent a jolly time In 
music and games.

Among other guests assembled on 
the festive ox-casion were Rev. Fa­
ther McCauley, Misses McCauley, 
Miss Margaret Byrnes. Bradford, 
Pa ; Miss Mary Driscoll, Grafton, 
V D.: Mrs. John Whelan. Burritt’s 
Rapids. Ont ; Edward Callanan, Og- 
denshurg, N Y , and Arthur Rentes, 
Bradford. Pa

Hon. C. F. Mxlsaax, who for near 
lx twenty-five years represented An- - 
tigonish in the Local and Fexieral : 
Parliaments, and who has just been 
appointed to tiic Transi ont incntal | 
Railway Commission, has just been 
presented with a handsome silverware 
cabinet by the members from Nova 
Scotia in the House of Commons, and 
with a combination silver ami tut 
glass dinner service by his consti­
tuents.
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St. Jerome's College

Berlin, Ont., Sept 14 —At the 
board meeting of St. Jerome College, 
Rex A L. Zinger, Vice-President for 
the past three years, was elevated to 
the position of President, succeeding 
Rex Father Fehrcnbach. who lias 
titled the post successfully during 
tin- pa si three ycais Rev A J. 
Fischer is the new Vice-President

BURNING OIL
Rivals the Sun

Canadian Oil Co.
Limited

2-12 Strachan Avenue 
Toronto

STRATFORD
Rev. Father Laurendeau, who has 

been curate of St. Joseph’s church, 
this city, for nearlv two vears. has 
received the appointment of parish 
priest of St Augustine, Huron Co., 
Ont , and leaves this week to take 
up his field of labor at that place. 
During Father Latirendeau’s residence 
here he has made himself deservedly 
popular and his many friends regret 
his departure He has taken a deep 
interest in every laudable undertak­
ing and has been a constant attend­
ant to church duties. He has been 
verv much admired throughout the 
city for «he very great interest he 
has taken in the little folks in and 
out of srhool. and for the many oth­
er excellent qualities he possessx-s 
for 1 tie greater advancement of our 
holy religion. St. Joseph’s parish 
of Stanford loses in Father Lauren­
deau a priest of high standing and 
personal good qualities, and his 
Stratford friends wish him every suc­
cess
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