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of German officers, could do practically as it pleased with Canadians.
Military service would certainly be compulsory , and, even should no
morc suingent regulations than those of Germany be required, they
wouid scem unbearable. A vast army of regulars stationed through-
out the Dominion, maintained at our expense, does not sound attrac-
tive. and 1t is hard to think of the rank and fGle made up of our
Canadian boys. trequentiy under domincering and over-bearing Ger-
man ofhcers.  The Prussian military system is the basis of the uipenal
sysiem and under that code every male is hable for aclive service at
scventeen and must comnience to serve by the time he is tweniy years old.
He serves for seven years, of which two must be spent with the colors.
During lus ieserve years he 1s twice called for training with his corps
for a maximum of eight weeks. !le then serves under various regula-
tions until his thirty-ninth year, smaking the whole length of his service
nineteen years. Lhen hejoins a further reserve list until he i1s forty-
five years of age. The only exceptions to the above fixed rule apply
to those who are physically or mentally unfit for service, or those who
have attained a certain standard of education which allows them to
join a special class and serve one yvear.  This last classification is
attainable by only a few, because. 1 addition to the qualihcation of
learning. they niust be wealthy in order to pay the expenses of therr
division.

As one authority has expressed it “The new Empire was founded
with the sword and the essential theory of its structure is that it must

be defended.”

Thus we would have Canada over-run with a mlitary system
which. when once tullv orgamezed on such an slaburate scale, would
not fail to have a detenorating influence upon our now free Canadian
manhood.

Our trade and commerce would all be changed  In place of our
fine steamers. flying the British flag. leaving our ports for England. we
would Lave boats ~aitling for Hambuig, with the German flac. Regu-
lations so stringen! as to prachcally prohibit conununication with
England would be bound to ke enacted.

Our raihioads, those vast systems which have breen our pndc,
would probably pass to government ownersinp and the powers that be
would sec to it that lhey prudur.red every pfonmg ot revenuc that was
possible.  Since 1881 all the railroads in Prussia have Heen owned by
the Statec and ot the German systems, with atotal of 24.470 nales in
1906, only 2,379 nules wete owned by prnival - corporations.

The heavy trade which we now enjoy with our neizhbors to the
soutn. iradc which n the last fiscal year wa: ceported to be in exces: of
six hundred and twenty-six nullions of dcllars would becomne dis-
organized. principally because all of the trea*ies and agreements which
we now have with the United States would becon.z inoperative and
our new masters would make such amangements for the settlement of
the various questions as would best suit the impenal purposc

In Germany the posts and telegraphs. with thie exception of
Wuticinberyr aned Bavana, all belonr to the maperal postal distnat



