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bofore Confederation, and by the Dominion afterwards, and considerablv less on the west
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Further, the territory so awarded to Ontario is less than was comprised in UpperCanada according to the true intent and meaninR of the Quebec Act (1774), as sIumvu bv
Its recitals and by its known objects and its history, including the proceedings thereon inhe House of Co...n.ons, as reported in "Cavendish's Debates," and as set forth in theetterof the Right Honourable Edmund Burk., dated 2nd August, 1774, to his consti-
tuents, the Province of New York, whose agent he was at the time. AH these documents
are to be found amongst the printed documents already mentioned.

The terms of the Royal Commissions as.signing or defining the boundaries of Canadaami UpperCanada respectively, appear in the same book; and a reference to them willhave shewn to the Covernment of Canada tliat the territory awarded to Ontario is
less than was given to the Province by the express terms of the Royal (,'ommission (27thDecember, 17/4) which, immediately after the passing of the Quebec Act, was issued to
Sir Guy Oarleton, as Captain-General and Governor-in-Chicf of the Province : and also by
the expre-ss terms of the Commission to his successor. Sir Frederick Hal.limand ; that theCommis.s.on to Sir Guy Carleton, after the Treaty of Paris of 1793, expressW gives asone of the boundaries of the Province a line to tlie Lake of the Woods, thence throu-h
said Lake to the most north-west point thereof (as the arbitrators have done), and from
thence in a due west cour.se to the river Mississippi. Tlie arbitrators have not given tothe Province any territory west of the Lake of the Woods.

The Government of Canada must aLso have observed that a paper was presented toParliament previous to the passing of the Constitutional Act of 1791, describing the lin«which It was proposed to draw in order to divide the then Province of Quebec into^ two
Provinces—that this line is described as drawn from the head of Lake Temiscamin<- due
north until It should strike the boundary line of Hudson's Bay, including, as the paper
stated, all the territory to the westward and south of the said line to the extent of the
country con nionly known by the name of Canada; that on the 24th Au.'ust 1791 an
Order in Council referred to this paper and divided tlie Province accordimdv '•

that'tho
subsequent proclamation of General Clarke, in the same year, containe.l a description in
the same words

;
that the Royal Commis.sions to Lord Dorchester and subsequont Gover-

nors-General to and including the Commi.ssion to Lord Go.sford in 183.-) described the
division line between Upper and Lower Canada in the same way, as extendincr to the
boundary line of Hudson's Bay ; and that the Commissions from that to the Earfof Dur-ham in lh38, to the Commission to Lord Elgin in 1846, as well as various other Royal
Lommis.sions, described the Hue of division as striking the shore of Hud.son's Bay

It IS also undenied and undeniable that the Province of Upper Canada for a period
long antecedent to its union with Lower Canada, acted whenever there was occasion on
the as.sumption that the boundaries of the Province were those so assigned by the Royal
Commissions, and issued writs into the territory west of the line 89° 9 V (which was the
line insLsted on by the Dominion after the purchase from the Hudson's fiav Company )

It IS another significant fact of the same kind that the Province of Canada as far
back as 1850, procured from the Indians the surrender of their rights in the same territory
west of that line and from time to time thereafter made grants in the Queen's name of
land west of the same line.
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*''"*!",' ^° ^"^ ^^ ^'"^ western boundary is concerned, it was proved to demonstration

that the north-west angle of the Lake of the Woods was the most easterly limit that could
be assigned to the Province under any interpretation of the evidence.

There is an old decision of a Court in Lower Canada in what is called the Reinhardt
case m favour of a more easterly line, viz.. 89° 9i' (the meridian of the confluence of theOhio and Mississippi Rivers), but on an examination of the case, of whicli a full report is
in print and accessible, it will be found that the decision was come to without the Court
being aware of the terms of the Royal Commissions to the Governors hereinbefore men
tioned, and without attention having been called to the historical facts which are referred
to in the recitals of the Quebec Act, and which give significance to those i-citals as bear-
ing on the question of boundary ; nor was the Court in possession of the evidence of
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