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duty wirh mlfery and puniilimcnt they ev:r go hand in hand

together. This wife ronftkution which always has, and always

will be obferved, clearly manifefls his regard for the happincfs

ofmankind-his approbation of virtue, and deteftation of iin.

This rule holds equally true of nations, colledlive bodies of
men

j
and individuals, c^ which nations are compofed. The

only difference between them lies in this—that national virtue

muft meet its reward, and national transgreflions their puniiTi-

ment, in this world: Whereas, the rewards and punifhments of
individuals are principally referred to a future retribution.

In this life indeed, the child of God, is frequently the child

of forrow. Virtue often lies weeping in the duft : Vice as often

exults and triumphs—it feels not the rod of the Almighty.
:j:

Yet however true this may be of individuals, the cafe is faJ other-

wife with nations. It is here only that they can be judged as

fuch
;

and the reafon is evident—all thofe focieties, in which
men are here combined, will be totally diflblved at the day of
Judgment. Nations will not then be judged .as nations , but in-

dividualsmuftanfwer for their particular condud: And them
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^ t Job xxr. 9.
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