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270 A SHADOW OF TUB PAST.

I think. Just give him the news quietly when he
awakes. Yes, he may have a gia^s of port before."

I liiy still, but^ trembling under my covers. .It had
come at kst. Ol?, the shame of ii I the sin of it I—I a
cqmmon murderer. It was too much, and I tried to
start up, but fell back weakly, ana saw Paget sitting by
the bed, smiling kindly at me.

" Not yet, old man—in a day or so. Take this port,
will you?'* ) J^

nk it witl\ an effort ; but it warmed me andgave
ength.

ou're to be shipped home in a few days—lucky
r ! Wouldn't mind getting ill myself if I could

get leave.*' «

I smiled in spite of myself.

"That's right. Feeling better, I see. Aye had an-
other interesting patient also, but he cleared out a week
or so ago fr<?m Ijospital. It was that fellow HAarion.
Remember him P* ^ \^
"MazarionI'*

? /

" Yes. Fell over the eSge of a precipice and on to a
ledge of Pock. Got his fall broken somehow by the
branches of a tree, and the wild raspberry bushes, or
he'd have been in Kingdom Come—eh ? What ? "

' "Thank God I " J felt a load lifted from my heart,
the shadows had paised from my soul. I lay back, my
eyes closed and a peace upon me. And then I prayed
for the first time in many a long day, and whilst I
prayed^ f^U once,more asleep. There came to me in
that sl6ep a dream of\Nelly-^f Nelly robed in white
with a glory around her, and she sn^iled arid beckoned
metofpme.
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