
"lif Mfimk to iiaqpfy tUa: That if .^ BMttar eoom to tlM poiat wbar* »

^If^rf^iw BBtt be givn lij 70a a* to bow tbe Grown will pneaad, tbst before 70a

deeida thia aiatter, 70a will graat a bearing, wbea reaaraa will be advaneed upon

tbia 0O9 poiBt, w^, in tbia eaae, tboe dioiild be a trial Jury.

"J» oOur woria, Ufon tke Crown a>mge$ itt aitUvtie at ta&m in March

latt, wkm eoMflrt leM fivmt to triti hy Jurn, J, at iks partu vitally concerned,

ioU
''Indeed, Mr. Luea% if tbe Crown wiU now agree tbat a Jniy aball decide aa

to wbatber or not tbe book bi qoeation eoatains objeetkmable matter, I will gladly

agree to waive all preUminaiy objeetioma ud faeilitate in vrerj poaaible way tbe

fnwarding of tbe eaae «itb tbe bope tbat it ma7 be finalty diapoaed of at tbe

preaent aaaiaea.

"AH I want ia tbat a Jury of 017 fellow-eitiaena aball determine my gnilt or

innoeenee; for Oia I am read^ at an7 time."

This request was refused in letters from the Attorney-General's

Department, under date of March 26th, and April 1st.

FOURTH, --Some days before the first prosecution was

CumcEeTSTfluch, 1918, the Chief Censor at Ottawa gave an inter-

view to the press «^iich contained grossly unfair and untrue state-

ments. These mis-statements were pointed out in a letter to the

Censorship Committee under date of March 18th, in which Mr.

Spence said:—

"Permit me to atate tbat I conaider tbia action of tb« Genaor a moat regret-

table and flagrant violation of oiBeial etiquette. Bat not onl7 do I objeet to tbe

fitet of publie i!W"T^"" in tbe preaa under tbe eirenmataneea, bat I maat alao take

rtratig exception to tbe tone and matter of tbe pablie atterancea of tbe Cenaor.

"In tbia connection permit a brief review of the facta of the eaae.

"Tbe book in qoeation, <The Paraaite,' waa volontarily aabmitted b7 me to

Oe Cenaor and to ttie Government before being iaaued, with the diatinct atatement

tbat whatever deeiaion tbe Oovemment arrived at would be loya^y reapeeted and

obe7ed. Tbe whole queation waa then, would or would not the Oovemment allow

the eireulati(m of tbia certain book, regarding which, to date, no action had been

taken.

"The eoaridntatkm we received from the Cenaor for thia deference to the

poaaible wiriiea of the Government in the matter ia ahown in the atatementa given.

He lent bimaelf to a newapaper uonpaign, which waa aa cowardly aa it waa unfair,

.

being eimdueted Yij a couple of the Toronto papera againat the temperance canae,

tbe Alliance, aa forwarding the eauae and myaelf aa Executive Officer of tbat

organization. Ont of eourteqr. to the Government that had tbe matter under con-

dderation, I have abaolntely refuaed to be intcn'iewed or diaeuaa in the publie

pre« ia-aay wa7 the matter which waa under conaideration, even declining to

r^7 to the atat—ante oi tba Caaaor.


