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The acroiint of the Creation hy the Shemitir North Bnhylo-

nian8 I)eK<vii ns follows :—

"At the timo when up above the heaven was not yet nainerl,

and when the plain Iwlow yet bon> no name, then the waters of

heaven, the old original beginning, their parent ; and also chaos,

abysH-fonndation, the mother of them all ; they swirlwl and
•ddiiHl with their billows in one, when as yet nt> xtalk of corn

had l)een cut down ; ns yet not a single reed sprung up; at the

time when none of the gmls were yet created, no name yet given,

no destiny yet fixed, then wei-e the gods of Chaos created, they,

the evil spirits of Lachum and I^chumn, wewi brought forth,

till they grew up. The host of heaven and the host of earth

were create*!, I>ing, long were the days; the gods Anu, Bel,

and Ea were creati>d."

It will be notefl that here we have a trinity of gmls, the same
trinity as the Sumerians, one of the three a son. Tin- account
then g(M's on to say that when the gods had been created they
directe<l Bel, or Merodach (the Semitic s»u» gml of North Baby-
lonia), to proceed to combat with Ti-;"iniat, the ancient water of

chaos, with her monsters, bt'cause thoy liad rebelled against the

go<ls above, and b;id to l>e conquered or humbled to prevent uni-

versjil rniu. Then I his combat is bt>avxtifully des<Tibed, and when
"the dragon of the sea," Ti-;'mat, has been overco' tlie work
of creation is proceeded with as follows: "Then 1 Mero<' h
cleft Ti-amat in twain ; without i)ity, lik<' a figure of cl. naif

of her he took and with an arch he roofed it over, pushe<l a bar

in front thereof, and placed a guard thereby, and commanded
the waters that they should not burst forth. Then traversetl

Merotlach the heavens and looked down upon the i-egions IhjIow,

and came towards the ancient waters, the dwe'ling of the god
Ea. And the lord measm-ed the greatness of the ancient waters,

and the exalted one built like to the ancient waters (the temple
of) Ischirra; yea, the exalted one built Ischirra, which he con-

structed as the vault of heaven, at the time he settled Anu. Bel

and Ea, even thci'e in their abodes." (That means as constella-

tions).

The most interesting member of the trinity in this account

also is the god Merodach, or Bel.

We have seen that the actual creator, according to earliest

Sumerians, was Gi-lanmia, called also Gina-Dugga, and the

later Dugga, son of the great and Lsneficient Earth god EA.
When the Sheraites arrived in Mesopottimia they brought with
them Shamash, the sun god. It appears they, to a large extent,

adopted both the civilization and religious ideas of the much
more enlightened Sumerians. Mirri-Dugga was thus gradually

converted into Marduk—the Merodach—of the Hebrews ; and to


