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To this tlic apostL' iidJs : Accdrdiiii^- /<> llw pn'ih

of the powers of the air. This claiiso cniit;Miis a iiii'

t'eartul trutli, one \vliii.-h is the least thoui^lit ot", or tl

most iiidii^naiUly s|ninied l">y tlie Io\eis ot the wimIiI. 'I

folUnv tile eourse (if this world, is to li\e in lull aeeoi

with Satan the areh enemy ot Christ. lie is re]->eatei..

called the i^od and the prince ot this uorkl, in whom
lies. lie is also the prince and leader ot a innnierahle lu

of wicked spirits—denuMis to whom he has j^iv*

" anthorit} ,"—and throiii^h whom he rules and administe

the affairs ^.-^i the world durini;" the present ai;e. The:

wicked spirits are here called. " the powers (authorities)

the air," because they have their abode, not cm the eai

hut all about it, and tl\ hither and thither, under tl

leadership A their prince, ot whose will the\' are made tl

executors. It is toi liiis rea^-on that the common s\ nib

<^{ these spirits is " the birds K^i the skv " or " the fowls

the air,"' as in the parable of the sower, and elsewher

The tact that we are liviiiii' in an a.i^e that is under sui

dominion, and under the influence of such beintjs explaii

many phenomena that are otherwise inexplicable.

This, the apostle adds, is the spirit tluit iioiv rrorAw

ill ///( vliihireti iif (iisobvdu-inc. In Paul's time—and i

les> in ouis the ruliui^- spirit oi this woild is not ot" (io

nor is it (.^f man. .Xmoui^ ail the manv influences th

make up the current of" tlie afVairs of this ai^e, the oi

predominalim,-- spirit is that ot" which he is speakin

He does not say it is one ot the influences, but " the .-pi

that now uorkc'i." The spiiit liiat nin\- has undisputi

sway " in the children of disol>etlience," is the " prince

the authorities of the air." When we came to the closii
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